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1ticularly citedl to yout yesterday ; leut mieni 1 ivent inito the stiffy of Professor
Voericleieriiaclier'.4 sitce",;gr at B3erlin) and coun'ersed Nvith hlm) aboli t the

greatest skepticsa of Europe, 1 camne to the naine of Renan and said :' )IV l are
we to think of bis Lifu of Jesus 1 Das ist nichits,' hio aîîswered, andi added
ou more. ' Th:at is nothing.

No doubt iii the finueaxa foamx arnd frothi of iiterary brillianey, serving a ot
bad cauise, there tuay bc riecne as wvcll as. in thle elîdilîrig opa] and peari. Blut
wh]ilc the co10our- SCeen fla.Sled froin the fragile spray are Z as beautifill as foanu
and froth, they are also juist as stibstaiitia.l."

CLOSE~ COMMrUNIO.

liV A l1(ESBiYTER.

Si lt,-I have read ail the letters that have appeured iii yotir colinuiis for and
against Close Couijounion, and 1 de8ire, with your permfissioni, to eaul attenitioni to
a few points that seeni to be overlo-ked or igîîored by the advocates (f that ex-
elusive and iuncharitable theory. 'rheir refiîsal to sit at the Lord's table with
îlullulbers of othier Chutrchies is l)used on the alleged grounid, that the latter are flot
batptised, andl that no inîbaptised 1)01501 can scriptiirally partuke of the Lord'si
ýStpper. I shial now pioceed to pi-ove that thîls priîlci>le wvould ]lave debarre(l
ifroîn the sacred table the very persons wih hox u Loril suit, when He instituted
the ordinaxîce, and to whouî Ho said, '' This do ini rexîîenbrance of Me."

I . The ordinunce of the Supper ivas instituited first, andi Christian baptisni
aftrwards. It was on the niglit in which Ho was betrayed, that Ho instituted
and observed the Supper withi Ris disciples ; but not tuitil after Riis resurreetioli
did Ho ilnstituite baptisias, and give the commission contained in Matt. xxviii. 19.

2. If Christian baptisi wvas iiot institutcd whien the Lord's Supper w.1. observed
in the upper rooni iii Jeruisaieni, it follows that the disciples who there partook

of twiere îîot, and could nlot have been baptised. Close Coiruxînîniion Baptists
secas to assume that baptisni was instituted first, and the Supper -uh.terwards,
whiereas the reverse is the case.

3. There is no record of Christian baptisin having been adxninistered mtii the
day of Pentecost ; but ve read of the hundred ami twenty disciples hefore that
tiinie, besides the aposties. Noiv, iil Close Coîiioniiion J3aptists tell uis who bap-
Itised the al)ostles, and thiese hutndrcd und tvenity disciples ? Thlere is not a vestige
Qf evidenlce that they were ever the recipients of Christian baptisni.

4. It will xîot mneet this dithiculty to allege that they 1î1îL3 have beenl baptised by
Johni the Baptist, for even if they ivere, his wvas îîot Christian baptisin ; nor wvas
Christian baptisiîn instituted tiritii long after thie close of John's iininistry. 0f the
3,000 baptised on the day of Peintecost, the great mnajority liad, in ail probability,
been baptise,! by Johni previotisly. Biesides, wve find in Acts xix. 5, the record
of the administration of Christian baptisas to certain dlisciples thiat had previously
been baptised by Johnii; and this re-baptising took place under the direction of

i Paul iruiseif.
The inevitable conclusion fronii ail this is, that if the first disciples of Christ

ivere now on the earth, the Close Communion Baptists would, lu strict logical con-
sistency, have to refuse to sit Mrith thei at the Lord's table. Yea, tlîey would i
hav'e to uxîichurcli the very pel-sons to wliorn our Lord gave the saered cup !And
by implication that theory is a censure on the Great Head of the (Jhuirch Hinm-
self !It is true wve whio beloug to other communions are suffering nio hardship by
being unchturched, as we are by themi; but it is painfuil te, think of it when co-
t perating with thein. iii ail good ivorks. The Mormons mnchurchi 1-s ail, Baptists
îiiîîtded. Dr. Field, of the New York Bvangecis., recentiy visited Salt Lake City,
oand in the course of un interview with the head of the Mormion Church, he niade
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