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THE BALLUT.

Debate tnn the Lecal Legislature,

On Woednesday, tho 11th instent,
Mr. Moredith woved the following
tesolution :

** That in the opinion of this House
the oloction of Public and Separato
Sohool Trustees in citios, towns aud
incorporated villages, and in townships
in which Townsinp Boards aro oslnf)-
lished, should bae by ballot ; and that
1t Lo referred to a cominitteo consist-
ing of to prepare and
roport to the House, with all con-
veniout speed, » bill to amond tho
Public aud Separate Schiool Act 8o as
to provide that in cities, towns and
incorporated villages and in townships
in which Towuship Boards are estnﬁ
lished, the olection of Pablic and
8eparate Sohool Trustees shall bo by
ballot."

Mr. Meredith began by referring to
the attitude of the Opposition in the
session preceding the general election
of 1800 in regurd to this question of
Separate Schools. Ho recounted the
ohangea in the law then asked from
the Opposition eido of tho House.
The first opposed the right of Separate
Sohiool Boarde to clect a member of
the High School Board, the second
roloted to tho status of the Separate
School suppartue, the third proposed
legislation. in line with the present
resolution, the fourth related to quali-
fications of Separate Schools. Then
the Opposition bad also introduced a
resolution objecting to a plan which
allowed the rights of Roman Catholic
citizens in rogard to Separate Schools
to bo inveded by any other class of
citizens. All these bille and resoln-
tiona were negatived and the Govorn-
ment was maivtained by & considerable
majority at the ensuing general elec
tion. Now the statement bad been
made on behalf of the Opposition
daring the present session that there
was no receding from that position
taken in that session of 1890, ag stated
in thoss propositions, DBut it was felt
that questions of this kind led to pro-
positions that wero not in question at
all and which iuvolved a discussion of
tho religious beliefs of the different
sections of the community, which of
course was uoy the intention of the
Opposition at all. Therefore, except
in so far as the statement to which he
had roferred was concerned it bad not
been deemed necessary by the Opposi-
tion to reaffirm their policy on these
questions during the present Legisla-
ture. But when such questions came
up in the House the Opposition was
bound to take in regard to them the
same ettitude they bad taken in 1890.
A bill desling with this question
having been brought in by an hon,
member (Mr. Conmes), tho Opposition
feal, therefore, called upon to reaflirm
its position in the matter. There was
more involved in this question than
the mere right of holding an election
in the manner in which the resoluiion
declared it should be held. It was
the duty of the State, i providing for
the education of children and taxing
the civizens therefor, to formulate a
system of education and to determine,
ag-far as secular education at all events
is concerned, the limits within which
that education shall take place. No-
thing was more important to the coun-
eolidation of o nation and the making
of progress than that the school system
of that nation should be so constituted
that its young people should be trained
to bave, as far as possible, similar
objects and ambitions in life. He bad
said, when discussing this subject in
1890, that the Separate School sysiem
was not adapied to doing this. For
saying this he bad been charged with
bigotry and narrow-mindedness. It
was strange, indeed, that 8 man could
not in this country oxpress an opinion
on a question of this kind without
having such a charge as this pre-
ferred agsinst him. We had long
ago in this country done away

} the State schools.

#ith anything like 8 conncction
bolweon ohurol and State. When
that conncotion oxieted it would
havo been tho duty of the Biate
schoola to teach tho dogmas of the
Btato chureh, but ‘Lo moment thut
tho State churely is abolished it isa
logical gequenco that tho dactrino or
dogma of no seot should bo taught in
tho Btate schools. A school tenoher
13 a8 much an oflicinl of tho Stato as
the Attorney Goneral hirngolf, and 1
18 not right that ofticials of the State
should tench under tho anthority of
tho State tho views of any partioular
oburch. Mr. Meredith thon cited the
Soparate Bohools Aot of 1803, whioch
ombaodtod the system sanctioned by the
B.N.A. act, and was, therefore, put
beyond the reach of the Legislature.
Ho thought 1hat o rensonable system
to have adopted would have been that
porsona who on religious grounds did
not wish to sond their obildron to the
Public Schools should, on giving evi-
dence of bhaving satisfactory private
schools, have been oxempt from tax-
atioa for Public Schoo! purposes. Tho
act of 1868, howover, wont further,
and gave the Roman Catholic minority
the rights of the State as to imposi-
twon of taxes and maintenance of the
school system. Sull, Mr. Meredith
thought, the contention which had
bees put forward in 1800 rhat the
question of the ballot was beyand the
power of the Legislature, that opes
voting was an innlienable right of the
Rowan Catholic minority, would bear
oxamination. The 1808 act in its pre-
awmble stated thut its purpose was to
put the Beparate Bchool system in
barmony with that of the Common
Schicots. The cardinal featura of tho
act was that five or more hLeads of
families could set upa Separate School,
but the schnol once established, the
machinery for the election ol trustees
and the appointment of the Chiairmen
and other officials was to be iaentical
with the machinery in use in the
Common School system. The mspee-
tion of the sochiools, too, was to bs on
the same lines as that of the Common
Schools. The whole tono of tho act,
Mr. Meredith argued, was in favor of
preserving o umformity of system
between the Cowua and the Separate
Schnols. Wime Dr. Ryerson wasin
power. Mr. Meredith remarked, this
plan was not departed from, but when
the political head of the Education
Dopartment assumed office those
changes were made which have oreat-
ed 80 much irntation. At present
there are Public Schoois which are
almost Saparate Schools, the teachers
and scholars ull being Roman Cath-
olics ; yet these schools are inspected
by Protestant inspectors, snd no
trouble arises. It 18 ap msult to the
Protestant majority to sasy that Pro-
testants are not to bo chosen a8 in-
speotors of Romsan Catholis schools;
he would bave no objection to having
a Roman Catholic iuspector for Publio
Schools, and could see no reazan why
the reverss could not take place.
Under that statute, too, the State had
as fall control over the text-books used
in Separate Schools as in Public
Schools. Mr. Meredith holding that
the Attorney-General had receded from
his position of 1880, thet the Legis-
lature had no control over the text-
books of the Separate Schools. He
protested, Mr. Meredith went on,
against any imputation of intolerance,
He did not wish to be considered asa
Protestant champion ; be was thece as
a representative and a citizen, todo
lus duty with regard to thoe State and
He was thers to
sggert s views and to endeavor to
get them placed on the statute book ;
be did not wish to attack any man's
religion, aud it the Anglican Charch,
of which he was o momber, were to
hold the same privileges as thoso held
by the Roman (Jatholic Ghureh he
would raiss lug voico egainst them.
He then defended the people of Ontario
from :he charge of being more illiberal
than those of Quebao, holding that in

Quobes tho Publis Schools are denom-
fnational, and that tho Protestant
rust have recourao to tho Boparate
Bchool or olse have Romwnn Catholic
dogwas taught to hia childron, whiero.
as in Ontario the Public Schools aro
socular, and & Roman Catholic will
not lhave any unwelcomo dootrines
taughtto hischildren. As forthoballot,
the position of the Roman Catholic
Chwzreh, i.e., of tho hicrarchy, waa tiat
tho schools weore the proporty of the
ohurch, which has rights of dircotion
und control, which it exercises dircotly
or indirectly, Against any such pro-
tensionstho apeakor most emphatically
protested. Tho rights ns to Bepnraie
Beliools ware given to individual oiti-
zens to be oxorcised by them as oiti
zens; the rights aro eivil rights, and
no man can control them. It had
boen said that oven if tho Roman
Catholies had the ballot tlay would
gtill bo influenced in their vote by the
Church. Even granting that, the
tato would have done its duty; it
would have givon the citizen the pro-
tootion, and if ho chose to surrender
it, it was then uone of tho States
business. But if tuo Btate doos not
give that protection it doos not do its
duty. Thecontention that the Romaun
Catholics havo not expressed a desire
fur the ballet Mr. Meredith met hy the
argument that the duty of the Legisla-
ture is to denl with theso questions,
no other machinery for amendments
buing provided. When tho first ballot
bill regarding Pgblic Schools was
mtroduced in 1878 tho courts deolared
that such a proposition as that em-
bodied in tha present resolution was
in the control of the Legislature, and
Mr. Meredith thought that the optional
olause in that bill was introduced to
pave the way for the Govermment
when the time cume to support such a
meunsure as Mr. Conmee’s present bill,
Ono rule should preva:l throughout
the Province. If tho eleotions were
open anywhero they should be open
everywhare. If the ballot was used
anywhere it should be used all over
Ontario. Why should not the Gov-
ernment go tho full length of these
reaolutions? Had the position changed
since 1800? Dud the hbon. member
for Algoma ;Mr. Conmes), beocanse be
was a momber of the Romau Catholio
Chareh, speak for that Church with
any more autbority than the bhon.
member for Kent (Mr. Clancy), who
was also a member of that Church ?
He thuught not. Yet Mr. Clancy had
voted for a resolution similar to the
present one in 1880. The position
bad not changed since then, despite
the assertion of the Astorney General
to the contrary. BSuck a cyntention
was but o sham. Me. Meredith closed
his speech by an emphatio repudiation
of the chargo of bigotrs, or of any
attempt on tho part of himself and
followess to stir up religious animosi-
ties. They set themsclves agamst no
man because of his religion, they
considered no man unfit to hold any
position on account of his religion.
The charges brought against the Oppo-
sition in thig respeet at the last general
election had cauvsed the thousands of
votes of tho Roman Catholic Charch
to be tarned egainst them, snd the
Government bad, consequentfy, tri
umphed. But the Opposition had
done ite duty, and would do its duty
again by abiding by the principles that
were then enunciated. Ho did not
desire to go avy further into the
matter, sad so stir up feeling on the
subjeot uounecessarily, but he thought
it was essential that the occasion
should not pass without the attitude
of tho Opposition bewg plsinly ploced
on recard. (Oppasition applauso.)
Hon. Geo. W. Ross said Mr. Mere
dith had spoken more moderately than
he had done in 1880, though ke held
to the prinoiples he then cnuncisted,
in o somewhat modified form. Tho
hou. gentleman was raising o great
question. There was no quesiion
which would eo s0an raise disterbances
in almost overy phase of lifo as that of

religious education in tho schools.
Ontario iad suffored much from thom
in tho past, and those who recollected
the disputes of old in Parliamont and
in the country could not but regrot
that hio was agasin raising this groat
roblom, Tho old Parlintent of

ppor Canada wes tho sovno of con-
fliot, not only on religious lines but
on political hnes, springing from these
roligious disputes. 1le did not wonder
that Mr, Moredith bud spoken golemnly
and with less fervor than usual in
unfoldiug his policy {or the renowal of
theso troublea, Would he contend
that tho renowal of guch disturbances
would bo to tho advantage of the
country? IHo conld notdu s~ Simi-
lar disturbances in tho past, . Eng-
lIand, Seotland and Ireland, had sadly
interfered with thio prosporily of these
countries whila they pravailed. By
ronowing thoso troubles here we should
bo following the worat oxamples in
tho history of tho old countries. It
was an unpatriotio course to follow,
No one had ventured to endeavor to
unlock tho door of the past in this
respoct until the hon. gentloman had
somo into tho House and thrown down
the gauntiat in 1880. Befors that
year, in which Mr. Meredith had first
onunciated this policy in the hope
of capturing the support of a
section of the DProtestant party,
the Roman Catholios of the Province
had appeared to be, to a largo extent,
contenting themselves with tho Publia
Schools provided by the State. B8ince
1880, when tlis agitation had com-
menced, and since when it had been
maintaived, there liud been s very
much larger number proportionatoly
of Scparate Schools established than
before the enunciation of this anti-
Sepsrato School policy. The bon.
gontleman had said he wanted national
consolidation. Ho (Mr. Ross) thought
it wons clear the present agitation
would lead only to natianal disturbance
and disintegration. OGlancing at the
ayatem of the Tuited States, %Ir. Ross
showed that, although Roman Catho-
lics there are required to support tho
Public School, as woll as their own
Soparate School, if they clioose to
have tho latter, yet the proportion of
Roman Catholic children attending
Roman Catholic Separate Schools was
folly as large as in Ontario, and in
O .tario the nomber would have baen
smollor than it is but for the agitation
of hon. gentlemen appdsite. If Sepa-
rate or denominational Schools pre-
vented national cousolidetion. why
was it that it had not had that effect in
England, where the annual grant on
behalfof voluntary, or d2nominational,
achools was a very largo proportion of
the whole ¢ Flad a denominational
system of education prevented a na-
tional consolidation in England? Sure-
ly not. It would cartainly be a pleagant
thing ifall tho children of theProvince
were educated in the same schools,
snd had objects and ambitionsia crm-
mon. But when were those haleyon
ttimes coming 2 Ho feared the time
was far distant. Mr. Meredith had
said the sevarance of the relations of
church and State had meant that no
religious dogmas should be taught in
gchols. The fact was that Separate
Schools had been sallowed in 1808
simply that the Roman Catholics
nmight have the privilege of giving
religious justruction in their schools.
Mr. Ross then briefly tiaced the his.
tory of tho Separate School act of
18068, aud the amepdments subse-
quently made therato in regard to the
status of voters, which amondments
hiad been, he said, the natural result
of the municipal development of the
Province. Surely hon. gentlewmen
would not protend that the act of 1863
wag to remain 8s it was passed, and
never to be awended, no m~iter what
developments might take , ace else-
where, or what necossities might arise
in regard to the education of the
children attending Separato Sohools.
br. Meredith-—Hear, hear) Tbe

ogislature had full right, Mr. Ross
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