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lTE IBALLOJT.

Duebsie la Mie L.ia3]Lils)iature.

On Wednesday. thoe lthl instant,
Mr. Moreodittinovet iLie Iollownng
roslution:;

ITitat ils Lhe opinion cf this lieuse
tise loctieus et Public aud Separato
Scitool Trustees ain tes, towns andt
mcorported villages, ant ini townsîmîp9
ln whiait Townsip Boaruds arec ela b-
liehot, aboult bc by ballt ;ntl tliat
iL bc reormaotete omtitteis consist-
ing cf te prepare anti
report te te Rouse, uîih ail coil-
Veulent spod, mabil to amoîdthVe
Publiacanti Boparato Scîteol Act se ns
Le prend. itaL ini cities, tenus anti
incorporated villages anti in otrultîp8
in whicliTownîshîip IBoards arec eltab
lisheti, fIe acle» et ofPublic anti
Separate Scitool Trusteess aah bc '
ballt."

Mrt. Mereditht bogan b>' roferring te
te attitude etfte Opposition iante

session preoeding tise general electicut
of 1890 in regîîrd te Llis question ef
Separate Schel. flicreoountedth ie
changes iu the lai? thon asketi frein
LIe Opposition aidaeoft LIeHouse.
Tihe firet opposedth Ie right ef Soparate
Sachool Baards Le lect a momber of
tise HugisScitool Board, te seonud
roat t e testatue efthtie Separate
Sohool supp,)rtcr, te thîrd preposeti
legîsiation. iu lino iththLie present
rosolution, te touatit relateti te qiiaii-
fications of Separate Selools. TVieu
te Opposition baal aise introduceti a

resolutian objecting te a plan 'iita
allonedtheVI rigitte of Roman Clitlolie
citizens lu regard Le Separute Seitools
te ho invatied by any otites clasa et
c tizonEs. AUl theso bille anti resolu.
iens nere negativei andtLite Qveru-

ment was maîxtained b>' a considerable
majority at te ensuing general elec
tien. Noirte stateuient lad lests
matie on behalf o!fte Opposition
dnring LIe prescrit session titut thora
wa.e ne receding frein titat position
taken in tist session of 1890, as stated
ia tbose propositions. But iL iras tit
that questions o! tIis kinti led te pro-
positions titat wore not in question at
al sud wmid isvoiri a discussion et
te religions belieaoth Ie tiffreut

sections cf tee ontmîuity. iricit or
course iras net. the intention of tise
Opposition at al. Iberefore, ttxcpt
in se far as te statement ta hincit ha
1usd reformeai ias concerned ti ladt net
been denscd nece3sary b>' Vhe Opposi-
ien te reaffirni their polie>'un tes.

questions during LIe promunt Legisia-
ture. But wIen such questions came
up in te House tisaopposition iras
boundt t take in regard to tiserate
sanie attitude tise>' tadt ken la 1890.
à blliidealing iit t this question
baVing been roughtin la b o ne.
ueniber (Mr. Coninea), theo Opposition

féa. therefore, calleti upon te reaflirmn
its position lunte mater. lthoe ias
more involved inl thia question titan
te more rîglit o! holding au election

iu te mariner in w'iritteiaresolueion
declared t Lsiouit bc belti. It was
te duty etftthe State, in providiug for

tte education e! chîltiren anti taming
tIe citizens therator, te formulate s
systeut ef education andt Ludmtermine,
atas as secular eduention ut ail evt't8

te conceraeti, tise limita 'iithin incit
that education sitail taka place. No.
titing usa ore important te Lise con-
zolidation o! a nation andthie malicnn
ot progresa titan tînt te sdioot system:
et tuai, nation senould bcho seconstituted
that ils young people shoulti bc train cd
Le bava, as far as possible, intilar
objecta anti ambitions in hic. He hat
suda, wrien aiscoesing titis subjact in
1890, tat te Separato Scîol systein
iras net adapteat l doing tliis. For
aaying titis hocitad been chargeti uitit
bgotry7 and narrow-mindedness. It
wss sîtrange, indeeti, titat a ma coulti
not lu this ceuntry express an opinion
ou a question o! tItis hilui wthout
having such a charge as tels pre.
terrei againat hit. Wu lîst long
age l itis country douecaa>'

witit anything like a conîsection
toeon cliorcit amla State. Whou

Chat conneîctionexis sted t, iw~ould
bave iteen te duty ofthLie Stato
sclîuehste toacu tho degmuasoetClioe
staiteo ebrct, Ibut the moment tisat
te $talo cIntraItis aboilisho ti is a

logical sequeuco that te doctrine or
dogma0et1ne Scotabhoulai ho auglt in
te Stitoe chools. A scitool tenher

%is as muts aiuoflliai et thes tato as
te Atorney (oueraI iinscîf, anti u

is net. riglît tîat officiais oethtie State
sboulai tenoi uier te alnthoraty et
te b'ato tlîo views et any partiaular

churcit. Mr. Mereditht thon cited te
Separato Schole Act cf 1803, uhicit
onbedted te systein eanctioned by te
D.N.A. nett, anti 'ias, thierefore, put
boyond Clio reacit cf the Le8islaturo.
Ho Vlouglit titat a ressonable systont
te bave atiopteti would bave boon titat
porsons utc on religions grount ia it
net. wish te stio t hoir citiltroîste te
Public Scitoolse 81oult, on giving ovi-
douce ar itavings stistactory private
seitools, havo beon exempt front tax-
ation for Publia Sobouol purpeses. The
net ef 1808, howover, iront. fardier,
anti gavaete RemntCatho ieuunnmrit>'
te rîgitte efthuLiteSaVe as te imposi-

tion of taxes ard maintenance o! the
school systons. Stili, Mr. Meredit
thought.,Lite contention 'rlie ie ad
boee put forirard lu 18D0Utsat the
question ofttLb ballet iras beyond the
power etfte Legiaature, that. epe-
voting iras an analionable riglit o!fte
Ronan Catitolia minent>', would boer
oxatmination. Thte 1808 actinii its pro.
amble stateti Chate purposo iras te
put. the separato Sool systent in
harmony uit htintfethte Conmoun
Scitoots. Thecardinal feràureet te
n et ir a t it ie or more leas soe
familles coulti set tupa Separate Sob ol,
rbut tiese cituol once establisheti, the
r naoiinory for te election et trustees
and te appoiatment o! tise Ciairmen
rand other cilliciaIs iras te boulcuntical
witit te machiner>' in ose in tito
comun Scitool systesu. Thinîspec-
ion of Ctio sscmols, tee, 'ias to ho on

the saine lunes at ofte! iaComuton
rSehoole. Tho uholo toue rd tise ot,
Mr. Meredit argued, iras iu laver cf

r 1reservîng a unifnrmity oft systent
rbetireen tise Cownxz,.s sudtho Separate
Sehnols. White Dr. Rycrson wairn
rpower. Mr. Mereditht reinarketi, thilsi
rplan iras Dot departed frein, but Whoui
tise polittcal itead of the Education
Dopartument assamueti office those
changes irere nmade uhis bave oreat-
cd se mudhi rritation. At prescrit
titero are Publie iSciools 'niiaitare

ralmoat Separate Scheools. the teacliers
andi acholare ail being Roman Catit-
clics; yet tCse scitoots are inspecteti
b>' Protestaut inspectors, sud ne
trouble arises. It je sunirisait ta the
Protestant mjerît>' te say titat Pro-
testants are not te houdliosen ausin-
spectors et Roman Catitolie scitools;
li ha'ioutti bave ne objection te having
a Roman Cathitinspecter tor lPublie
Schools, sud conld see ne resn uit>
the reverse coulti not Cako place.
Under tînt statute, toc, te Stao laed
as fui control oeor the text- books useti
in Beparate Scitools as ln Publie
Scheoole. Mr. Mereditht holding Chiat
the Attornoy-G;eneral lad recedeti (rom
bis position OZ I89U. titat the LoIsIsturo led ne coutrol cover te toiXt-«
books of the Separate Sebools. Re
proteeteti, Mr. Meredit went on,
against any imputation of mtolerancoi.
Ro diai not.inli te te considereti as a
Protestant champion; fie was titere as
a represetitative sud a citizen, te do
lits ditty nit regard tote tBato sud
tise State scitools. Hoe'ias titere te
assert bis vieirs anti Ce endeavor te
geL tent psced on the statuto boo ;
ho did net niait te attaet an>'mn's
religion, and itlte Anglican Citorcit,
ef vihicitlhe nas a nienbur, irerc te
blaid the sanie privileges as Choso helti
b>' thse Roman (Jatholie (Jiureit le
wculti taise bie voîce agninst tent.
Re dien defeuded te peopleofetOn tarie
frein *.he charge e! being more dsiberl
LChan Chose of! Qncboo, holding Chat. in

Quebeo thoePublie Schools are denein.
Iiititil, andtbaIJI1 the Protestant
raiust bave recotîre te the Bopanite
Soboul or 0180 litive Roman cathollo
tingulas tauçbt to bia childron, wlore-
as in Ontario the Publie Scheele are
seouilar, nnd a 1Romn nuatholio svlll
net have atty unwelconio doctrines
tauglitto liischildreni. As fortîsoballot,
the position of thu Roman (atholie
Chlrrch, i.e., et tho hierarclty, nostha
tho schools wora the proporty of te
ohurcb, wlîîol lins rights of direction
and control, whiclî if. eorcisels directly
or indireutly. Against any suab pro.
tensioîtuthe speaker îîîost umplîatically
proteati. The riglîts as te Soparato
$Soeols woeogiven te individual clU.-
zon e tobceoxerciscd by t:em ase citi
zoes; 1.1w righte arc civil righ ts, anti
ne mn n acontrol thont. It liad
bcon saiti that oven if the Roman
Cathiolles bai lVite ballot thcy woula
still bc intluenced in their veo by te
Olîurch. Evon grantiug that, tho
Statu would have dionc itq duty ; it
would bave given the citizen the pro-
tection, andi if lio chose te surrender
it, iL was thon tnono of the Stato's
business. Bunt if Lnie Stato doos not
givo that protection it duos net do its
duty. Thu contention that the Routait
Catiielios hava net oxpressi a dosire
fur tho ballot Mr. MJeredith mot hy te
argument that.te duty of the Legiaia-
ture le te duel wth thoso questions,
no other inachincry for aniendinents
b"iing previded. Whon the first ballot
bill regarding Pablic Scheele waa
introduceti in 1879tho courts declareti
that such a proposition as that ami-
bodied inu the presont resolution was
ini the control ofthLie Legialature. andi
Mr. Mereditht thouglit that te optienal
clause ini that, bill was iiitroducoti te
pave tho way for te Governincnt
wben the turne cîtie e support stich a
moitaure es ItIr. Conmoe'8 present bil.
One ruie aboula prova1 througbeut
theo Province. If tho electione svere
open ani vh etc they should bo open
everywlere. If the ballot was aaed
anyniere ià aboula be usetiailnovor
On;tario. why shoulti net te oui
amant go thu sfulilengtlî ef theiso

resolutions? Mati the position changeai
since 1890? Did tae bon. member
for Algoîna r. Connico), becauso he
was a mombito f tuie.Romaus Catholij
Cbuteh, speak for that Church with
any more autbority than thselbon.
îneiber for Kent (.%Ir. Clancy), nito
iras aise) a niîinberofetbtitu.Ciurcli?
Hie tbuugit inot. Yet M'ir. Clanoy lind
voteti for a resolutior sivnilat te the
çxosent one ini 1890. The position
lad net changeai sinco thon. despito
the assertion of the At.torney-General
tu tito contrary. Sitet a c.,ntention
iras but, a ehain. Mr. Mereditht alosed
bis speech by an ompitatio repuidiation
et the chargeocf bigotr.>, or ef any
attempt on the part o! Lim8ecf and
followei-a te stir up rolîgious animosi-
tmes. Thoy sutteuslves sîgaîîîst no
man becauso of bis religion, tbey
conaiclereti ne man unfit te hblda ny
position ou accouct of bis religion.
The charges brouglit against te Oppe.
snion in tiùs respect at the lest goneral
eleetion biai causeti the thousands of
voteà of tho Roman Catholie Churcit
Lu b. tarned againet tten, r&na theo
Government haticonsequentf>, tri
umplieti. But te Opposition had
donc iteaudty, ana noulti ao its duty
again by abiding by te principlos that
wre then enunciateti. Ho dia net
desire te go any turtiter ijuote
matter, andi se stir up feeling on theo
subjeot unuetessarily, but hoe tloughu.
iL iras essentiai that te occasion
elieulti net. pas rithout the attitude
of tho Opposition bolug plainiy placeti
un record. (Opposition applauso )

Bon. e. W. Rousa saiti Mr- LJere
ditb bai spoken mure mctieratcy thain
ho had (doue in 1890, thougli ho halai
te te principles ho thon enuncisteti,
in a semeirbat modifiait forni. The
hou. genileman vras raising a great
question. Thora 'ias no quostion
whicb weuld se soeîn raise disturbances
in alincet overy phase of lite as that of

religins education ln theo shoola.
Ontario lind suffl'ed mueli front thomn
ini the paut, and tiiose who rocollected
te disputes oet inluparliament and

in tho country coula nelt but regret
Cîttît liras agnin rising hime groat
probleui. Tho olti Parliatroent of
UIppcr Canada wa the sourieof con-
fluet, not only on roligious linosi but
on politîcal i mies, spritigir.gfrein thoso
roliglous disputtes. Ile titi net irondor
thât M r. Meoreditit hid spokiu soloinnly
anti iitîs ba ervor titan ustial la
untolditig bis polley 'ior the roneiral of
tlioso trouble,. NVould lie contenti
that tho renowsl of auci disturbances
woulti bo te te advantagc et the
country? le coulai net du &-% imi.
lar disturbances iiiittoepast, i,.Eng-
landi, Scotiauti andi Irolanti. lad sadly
interfereti nittho prosperity oft tîeso
ceutitries whlîîlotley provailcd. By
roîîowing thoso troubles hors e iehoulti
bo tollowing the irorat oxaluplcs ini
tîto bistory of te old ceuntrica. IL
iras an -npatriotio course te folloir.
No ono 1usd vontssred taeondeavor te
unlock tho door o! the past in this
respct1 untîl tîho lion. gentleman baid
corne ute te Ileuse and titroira down
tho gausitit ini 1980. 13otore that
ycsr, in wirbhi Mr. Mloreditit liati firet.
enunozateti this polio>' in the hope
of capturisng Lhe support of a
t;ection t the Protestant party,
the Roman catholios of tho Province
liad appcared te bo, te a large exteut,
contenting themeelves nitit the Publie
Scheoole previded by thte State. Bince
1880, 'ivbcu 1is eagitation blad com-
utenceti. andi sinco irlon it baidbeen
maintairseti, tboro Ihud been a very
inucli larger number proportionatoiy
et Separate Stuhools establisled LIais
betore thoe nunciatien cf titis anti-
Separato Soliool policy. Thle bon.
gentleman bldsaid lie wanted national
consolidation. Ho (Mr. Posa> titougit
it iras clear Lhe prescrit agitation
would leati oniy te national disturbanca
andi dîeintegration. Olancingat te
%sastemn n the U'iiitedl States, Mir. Rosa

hoireati iat, althougli Roman Catho-
lie Lleroarc roquireti te support flic
Public Sdhool. as iroîl as their on
Soputrate Sceel, if thoy choose te
bavae te latter, yet te proportion of
Roman Catholic cisitren atteudiug
Roman Catholir Separate Scitools iras
(ahi>' as largo es in Ontario, and in
0 .tario te number would bave been
emnallor tlîsn it is but for te agitation
cf bon. gentlemen oppôsite. If Sapa-
rate or donominational Selîcols pro-
venteil national consolidation. why
vias iLttat it liat net itad. tlît effect in
Englanti, wirte t annual grant on
beitslfo! voluistary, or d3tnominational,
scitools wias a very largo proportion ef
te niole ? "lad a donotninationsl

systern et educistion preventeti a na-
tional consolidation in Englanti? Sure-
ly net. IL would certainly bo a pleasant
thing if al Lte citiltircu of tteProvince
were cducated in te sanie sebools,
ind boa objecta anti ambitions in cpma-
mon. But trin on re th:se italcyon
times coming ? No fearedth Le tinte
iras far distant. %fr. Meredith baid
saii te severance of the irelations o!
chureli anti State lîst meanL that ne
religious dogmas shoulti bo Lauglut in
soi ole. Thoe fact iras titat Soparate
Sohool isbail beau alloved in 1803
simply titat the Roman Catitolice
migît have te privilege et giring
religious instruction in thoir eclools.
Mr. Rosa then brielly tiacedth ie hie.
tory et the separate Sihool act of
1808, and te amneuduiexts subse-Jquently maatiererete lu regard te te
statug cf votera, -wlich amondutonts
bai becu, lie saiatheLI natuffl result
efth(le municipal dive.oprnent o! the
Province. Suroly hon. ggntleuien
iroulti net prcoed that te acte!f 1803
wu te remain as it ivas passeti. anti
nover te ho anienéléa. no n'-Lýttr nitat
deoelopunonts might take ý ane ase.
usure, or witat neaossitieB miglît arise
lu regard Le tua oducatien etfte
chiltiren attending Beparato Schoele.

Mbr. Meroditit -Ha. ear, e.) The
L ogielaturo huidt faitriglit, Mr. Boss t


