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asophy to matters of Christian practice, hiave
you never met those whose superior gifts
would have made them eminently usefal, and
who had designs of usefulness, perhaps phil-
anthropic schemes ot peculinr ingenuity and
beauty, hut who are passing away from earth,
if they have not passed away already, with-
ont_actually attempting any tangible good ?
And yvot so sincere are they in their own in-
operative henevolence—so hard do they toil
and awent in their own Nephelococeygia, that
nothing could surprise them more than the
question—* What do ye more than others ?”
unless if, were their own inability to point aut
the solid *product and Jay their hands on the
actual resnlts.

To avoid this guilt and wretchedness—

1. Have a husiness in winch diligence is
lawful and desirable. ‘There some pursuits
which do not deserve to he oalled n business.
Airopus was the king of Macedonia, and it
was his favourite pursuit to make lanterns.
Probably he was very good at making them,
bat his proper business was to be a king, and
therefore the more lanterns he mode, the
worse king he was.  And if your work be a
high calling, vou must not dissipate your en-
ergies on triffes, on things whiel, lawful in
themselves, are still as ivrelevaut to you as
lamp-making is irrelevant to o king., Per-
haps some here ave without any specific call-
ing. They have neither a farm nor a mer-
chandise 1o Inok after.  They have no house-
hold to care for, no children to train and edu-
cute, no official duties to engross their time;
they have au independent fortane, and live at
large. My friends. I congratulate you on
your wealth, vour liberal edueation, your po-
sition in socieiy, nud your abundant leisure.
It is in vour power to be the benefaetors of
vour generation ; vou are in circumstances to
do an eminent serviee for God, and finish
some great work before your going hence.
What that work shalf be I do not attempt to
jndicate ; I rather leave it for vour ewn in-
vestigation and discovery, Rvery one has
his own line of things. IHoward chase one
path, and Wilberforce another ; Harlan Pace
chose one. and Brainerd Tavlor another, Mrs
Yletcher did one werk. Lady Glenorchy ano-
ther, and Mary Jane Grabam a third.  Bvery
one did the work for which God had best fit-
ted themn, but each made that work their bu-
siness.  They gave themselves to it; they
not only did it, by the bye, but they seleeted
it and set themselves in earnest to it, not pa-
renthetically, hut on very purpose—~the pro-
blem of tieir lives—for Christ’s sake and in
Chirist’s service, and held themselves as bound
to do it as if they had been® by himself ex-
pressly engaged for it.  Aund, brethren, yvou
mast do the same.  Those of you who do net
need to toil for your daily bread, your very
leisure is 2 hint what the Lord would have
you to do.  As you have no business of your
own, he would have you devote yoursetves to
Bis Dbusiness,  1le would have you earry un,
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{in some of its manilold departments, that
work which he came to earth to do. He
would have you go about kis Father's husis
ness as he was wont to be about it. Aund if
vou still persist in living to yourselves, you
cannot be happy. Yo cannot spend all your
days in making pin-cushions or reading news
papers, or loitering in elub-rooms and coffee
houses, and yet he happs.  If you profess to
follow Chuist, this is not a Christinn life. It
is not a conscientious, and so it cannot be a
comfortable life. And if the pin.cushion or
the newspaper fail to make you happy, re-
member tle reason—very good as relaxations
ever so great an amount of these things can
never be a business, and * wist ve not that
t you should beabout vour Father's busines<?”

2. Having made a wise and deliberate se-
lection of a business, go on with it, go
through with it. DPersevering mediocrity is
much more respectable and unspeakably
more useful than talented inconstancy. In
the heathery turf vou will often find a plant
chieflv remarkable for its peculiar roots ; from
{ the main stem down to the minutest fibre,
vou will find them all abruptly terminate, as
it shorn or bitten off, and the silly supersti-
tion of the country peaple alleges, thut once
on a time it was a plant of singular potency
for healing all sorts of maladies, and there-
fare the great enemy of man i his maligni-
ty bit off the roots in which its virtues resid-
ed. This plant. with this quaint history, ix a
very good emblem of many well-meaning but
litttle effecting people. “Lhey might be defin-
ed as radicibus preemorsis ov rather inceplis
succisis, 'The efficacy of every good work
lies in its completion, and all their good works
terminate abruptly and ave left off unfinished
The devil frustrates their efficacy by cutting
off their ends; their unprofitable history ix
made up of plans and projects, schoemes of
+ usefulness that were never gone about and
[ magnificent undertakings chat were never car-
ried forward ; societies that were set agoing,
then left to shift for themselves, and forlorn
beings, who for a time were taken up and in-
structed, and just when they were beginning
to show symptoms of improvement, were cast
on the world again.

But others there are, who hefore beginning
to huild count the eost, and having collected
theiv materials and laid their foundations
1eep and broad, go on to vear their structure
indifferent to more tempting schemes and
sublimer enterprises subsequently suggested.
‘The man who protides a home for a poor
neighbor, is a greater benefuctor of the poor
than he who lays the foundation of a stately
almshouse and never finishes a vingle apare-
cment, 'The persevering teacher who guides
| one child into the saving knowlecge of Crist

and leads him on to established habits of pi-
l ety, is a more useful man than his friend who
gathers in a raom-full of ragged children,
and after @ few weeks of waning zeal, turns
| them all adrife on the streets again.  The pa~




