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chance of repentanee aler death : and if
we are not villing to do that ourselves,
Gol forbid we should teach others to do
what we will not do!" Is there any of
us who will refuse to say Amen to the
words of this Christian  philosopher ?
And yet, all this will not preveni many
clinging to the hope of thers being, for
thosu who are 8o perverse and rebellious
as to die in their sins,  ** sunrise beyend
the gloum™ ot outer darkness. Every
weneration has had its advocates of this
hope. 1t will be well for us not to huild,
hut there wiil always be found those who
will dwell, upon ats fultilment. I8 such
a pity-begotten thought to be only de-
nounced ? My amazement is that it is
not the largest number who entertain and
embrace it. ‘The lnte Norman McLeod,
who was one of those who could not en-
dorse it, oncs said, * Wha can with his
human heart siletice a timid voice which
asks jin whispers many questions sugges-
tive of what would uppear to be the
brighter hope?  Who can limit (in some
such form might those questionings be
put) the resources of Gind’s inlinite love
and wisdom " And Canon  Farrar re-
marks, ‘it is real.y paintul to think that,
inthismatter, the Roman Catholic Church,
so rigidly tenacious of what slic conceives
w be purity of doctrine, so intensely op-
posed to anything remotely resembling
the spirit of scepticism, so inflexibly re-
solute in opposition to Leresies, so rich
in her motherhood of saintly souls, has
held a doctrine more merciful, less void
of pity, than the current belief of modern
Protestants.” Who are right—whether
they who cannot but believe, or they
whose judgment forbids their believing,
the possibility of the restorativi of those
whom we call the lost? Oh! how bless-
ced that it belongs not to man, not even
to the Churches, to decide this all-impor-
tant question-—that the salvation of poor
man, either now or hereafler, is not lels
to the tender mercios of a majority or
any of its own kind! I knew not how
others have felt, but to e it has often
been most exeruciating to observe the
manner in which somse bodies of religious
people have approached, and deliberated
upon, the awlul subject ot the fulure
punishment of the wicked. Who cannot
recal the remembrance of bitter and ve-
prated discussions in ecclesiastici] assem-
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blics which, for weeks continuously,
fiercely surved around an expression,
most unwise but witha! honest, of doubt
as to the eternity ot that punishment—
discussions which were remarkable, not
only tor the glibness with which the
most terrible truths were spoken of, hut
also for the strangely incongruous jocul-
arities with which they were interlarded,
and by which their tediousness was re-
lieved?  As little can we forget tho
spectacte ot audiences of hundreds or
thou "andz met to listen to uncompromis-
ing condemination of all such «loubt, and
applauding to the echo cpinions, the
divine sanction and ratificat.on of which,
while they were conscientiously held by
the speaker, must be, to a large propor-
tion vt his hearers, the most tatal of cala-
mitics. God be praised tnat He himself
keeps tho eternal issues in His own hand ?
We can nfford to sinile at the impotence
ot man to destroy, any more than te siave,
the impenitent—our weakness and incon-
sistencies do not intectere with the play
and power of His grace. We are not
told, in so many words, if there is, or is
to be. a Gospel message  proclaimed in
the pit and prison-house of Satan. Bue
we are confident that whatever the
Heavenly Father ordaing to be the sin-
ner's final destiny will be the prompting
alike of His justice and love. ile will
perfect that which concerns all His crea-
tures in the time and way which to Himn
seem best. He has no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, and is not willing
that any should perish. Each of us
should say (in the linguage of one of
the Psalws of David) My expectation
is from Him.” The more perplexcd any
soui i8, the more neariy should it go
Him.
1 faiter where I firmly trod;
And, falling with my weight of carcs,
UPou the great world’s altar stairs,
That slope throu{:h darkness up to God,
I streteh Jame Lands of faith, and grope,
And guther dust and chaff, and call

To what I teel is Loxd of all,
And faintly trust the larger hope.”

Ifnot from Him, 1 know not from whom
there is any chance of thut *“lzxger hope”
being realized. Catech.ams, cunfessions
ol faith, standards gencrally, ot churches
and sects, and the strict interpretation ot
scripture have all pronounced against it.
But, if He wilis it, Who is ¢ merciful



