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zoology, is there not & work of the same kind to be done for society?

. . There are as many different men as there are species in
=oology. The differences betwsen a soldier, a workman, a
merchant, a sailor, a poet, a beggar, a priest, though more difficult
to decipher, are at least as marked as those which separate the
wolf, the hon, the ass, the crow, the shark, the seal, the lamb
and so on.”

And so the lawyer, whose highest problems call for a perfeet
understanding of human character and a skillful use of this
knowledge, must ever expect to seek in fiction as in an encyclo-
pedia that learning which he cannot hope to compass in his own
limited experience of the humans whom chance enables him to
observe at close range.

This learning has been sought, possessed and valued by many
great advocates. Perhaps they have seldom openly inculeated
its value. But I know of one singularly dircet exposition of this
theme, which must here be quoted:—

“Read the literature of human nature . . . To my mind
Balzac is the greatest judge of human nature, after Shakespeare.
I think I learned more of human unature (outside of my own ex-
perienee) from Balzac than I have from any other author except
Shakespeare. 1 recall especially Eugénie Grandet, the history of
a miser. I have read that book two or three times, and this is
how it profited me afterwards. I was retained in a very serious
case of fraud. [ studied the party on the other side. I made up
my mind that if ever there was a miser ¢ut of the pages in litera-
ture, that was the man, and that Grandet was his literary father-
in-law. 1 studied Eugénie Grandel again, and then I attacked
that opponent. It was an eight yearw' task. PRut the image of
Grandet helped me to hound that man so, that at the end of eight
yerrs there was not anything left but his hide. The greatest
admirer of the work I did is that man's own lawyer; but he will
not give me credit for having any legal acumen. He 1aintains
that I knew all the facts beforehand. Yet the tr:-th of the matter
was that I did not; I drew the bill before I had the faets. |
merely judged the man's character from what I had read of
Eugénie Grandet. 'That experience was to me a life lesson.




