
the vast supply of naturat gas, wvhielî has drawn togetiier a Vkishi of'
population, and factory towns have sprrnîg- up at its bidding(I.

Tuie prccious metals and stones are domng their part in <leveloping.
new coin tries. Californ iii Austral ia, Britishî Columnbia and the South
African rcpublic have iii turn been l)eopletl by mincis. Towns sprang
lup, first in canvits, tiien iu wvood, tilt by thc exhaustion of surface ad
unskilled diggings, techinical silit and division of labour bccaînc neccs-
sary ; capital becaute more po'verfuil tlîan labour, couipanies controlled
the niiniuig by machincy, and the town foundeul ini haste eithcr dvindles.
away, as rnay be seen at Silvcr City and at Golden, iii oui' owvn Rocky
MountaiîIs, or else develolies tic agricultur'il resources of the region, so.
ttîat its ncx t gcncration is tranisfornied itîto a p'osperous farrnîng coin-
inunity. WVlin the fîî'st diseoverv of diarnoîîds wvas madle at Kimîberly,
Southi Afr:cd, a fcev îincrs' hiats spraiig up in a tlcbcrt region ; now
lCinbcrly is a town of over 20,000 inlîabitaiîts, with a, raitway from thîe
coast, and with tic most approved systenm of wvater-works and cleetrie
liglîts. Whcn the diamoîîd siipply fails, as cvcntualty it must, thee
frontier trade wvill suflicc to support tlîerc a prospeî'ous towvîî, but no-
sucli site %vould ever have corne into cxistenîcc in so desert a Jand wvith-
out being developed by thec valuable products of its mines. The country
dcpendent on nîjuierals atone lias been likcncd to a mnan dcpcndin2g on a
liberat expexîditure of lus capital for prosper-ity--thie more lavishly lie
spends it the wealthier lie seerns, but iii ricality Uie poorcr lic beconies.

Witlh plants and animais this is differont, and the wea.xtll of a
pcoplc in live lIo(lilce corricsl)on(ls to thie intcrcst of a large capital.
They liavc no fixed naturat distribution, but ean bc carricd to ncw
regions ; by cultivation and breediiug, tlieir valuie and number catil
increased.

Tiniber mnay bc regarde& as a typical natural vegetable produet, but
large supplies of it do not, coiîcentrate population except uîîder certain
conditions of water-powver, etc., and even thien, whvlue the supply is
cxliausted, unless soînething, else takes its place, the towiî rapidly
declixies. «Even here in our own city, where tic buisiness of rafting uised
to be largely carried on, the developînent of the forests by railwvays,

piercing their midst hits diverted or dcstroyed this business, and the
square tituber tluat for years afforded 'vork to hutndreds in the rafting


