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The data %mhich 1 have just cited-ohtairied by careful experi-
inents aver a numiber of years, employîng the cereals, Indian corn
and pota"toes as test craps-are, ini my opinian, of such a sitriking
character as ta leave no doubt as ta, the conclusion ta be drawvn
therefrom. They unmistakably assure us that the claver crap bas
a mcost marked effect in increasing a sail's praductiveness, and
,canfirm in the most emphatic manner the chemnical resuits.

We have referred to the fact that in certain of the.western
provinces af tlue Dominion -,e find extending over very large
areas same of the richèst wheat sails in the wvorld. Ta support
this statement we have not only aur owvn analyses, but those of
Eu *ropean-chèmists. Where these souls r-ire be'ng cultivateci the
system of continuous cropping with wvheat is in vogue, and prac-
tically nothirîg is being put back inta the soul. From what has
been stated in this address it will be apparent that nat
only are such soils becaming poorer in available plant foc'd con-
.stituents by the amounts removed yearly in the craps, but
that much organic matter and nitragen îs necessarily oxidized and
lost by the indispenisab "le cuitural operatians. When a short time
ago in Portage la Prairie, one of aur very best wvheat areas, 1 was
taid by several careful and ôbservint farmers that alreadv a
diminution in the yield other than that wvhich could be ascribed ta,
climatic influences (for it Nvas a more or 'less steady decrease) wvas
ta be observed an the older lands, thiat is, on those that had been
consecutively crapped wvith wheat for twenty or twenty-flve years.
Thus it cornes about that the farmers in many districts of the
Northwest are naw recognizing the necessity of adopting some
plan for the maintenance of spil fertility, and interested and en-
couraged by the resuits obtained through the use of claver in
Eastern Canada, have aiready commenced a trial of this method.

!If it behooves the Western farmer who bas tilled but for a
quarter af a century one of the most fertile souls of the. world, ta,
pay attention ta this matter of the restoration of the nitrogen,
humus and.available minerai food, how much more important is this
subject for thé farmers of Eastern Canada, where for the most
part the soul bas been much longer tilled, and 'vhere originally Lt
was nat of that extreme richness as in the Northwest ! In my
opinion, the average yield in ail our Eastern provinces wouid be


