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of the poet's life, offers incidentally to the student of Gaelic metre an
itteres.titig exanmple of internai rhyme iii tire structure of verse.

"And long, for me, is eachi hour 'îew-borti,
Lost and lorlorn w~itli grindingr grief
For the hutiting lands, and the Fenian bands,
And the long-hiaired, generousý Fenian chief."

Tire hoine-ties f'xnd, naturaill enough, representative expression
in Gaelic proverbs :as, "TIhe hiob is a good aniclio."-Iss mnai/hi an
t-auzicoi.c an t-aidhiar/a. "A friend in court is better than a groat
iii purse."-Içs leur car-ad 'na scutiri na honn sa spara n. " Drunk
or sober, don't disowvn your friend"-Ar a nzczsge nio ar a ceill bitdh
ceai go in-ai/neocad daine a daiiejeiii.

Perhiaps the tvituiest efforts of Gaelic proverbial philosophy
have to do withi matrirnony. Nclw conditions are bound to evoke
comment, and of tiiose rnttrriage and -'vin- in miarriage %vould seemi
to be unusually provocative of more or less humorous go--sip. The
Gaels are, if anything, remarkable for their fund of keen and r-ice-
tious observation on the sub 'ject. It must, however, be added thiat
the delicacy of the humor that sparkles througli their sayings
disarnis res,.intmient and saves themi from the unpardon-
able fault: of coarseness. At the same time, it must
flot. be inferred that the sting of satire is tvanting in
them. On the contrarv. the Gaelic proverbial ptilosopher mixe-, his
wvisdomn with a certain amounit of satirical hurnor, wvhich gives to his
dicla a peculiar piquancy tvithoui in any way detracting fromn their
sententiousness. The compound, as a rule, is a rather bitter one,
but let us hiope flot unwholesome, for the person for whom it is in-
tended. But this is tarrying on the tvayside: it is tirne to return to
the proverbs themselves.

"XVlien you marry a womian from the mountain you marry
the w~hole mounritain. "-N7ituir a posa lui beau oni slzbhi posa Io ait

.rlïeb/.t ur fad. The point of the .. aying, of course, lies in the f act
that iii doing so a marn marries himbsýlf into a clannishl community, one
of the consequences of wvhicli was thiat on any occasion afterwards
whichi brought his new-found relatives by his door, such for example,
as a fair, a market, or a wvake in the neighiborhood, they were sure ta,


