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amples of the origina of a slang expression is to be foutid in the
word Ilsand," wvhich has been transferred to niean Il touraoe " or
"endurance. " It came about thus : The old Englishi word -grit"

meant "Sand ': or "igravel " It gratually came to mean the grain
of grinding stones upon which their efficacly depends. Tien soie
person thought that, since the efficacy of a man depends to a great
degree upon hil; courage and endurance, the word mighit be sub-
stittuted for those expressing these qualities. IL existed for a time
as slang., and afterwards was accepied by the best w~riters, and
found for itself a place in dictionaries. As soon as this was
accomplishied, as if an equivalent sleng, ex pression wvere necessary,
the inventors set to wvork to find one to take it place. As a result
we have nowv the slang-word "4sand"' a synonyrn of "g rit," whichi
in the course of time, may, like its predecessor, corne into general
u se.

Now as to the evils resultant froin the use of slan. ILi iost
deplorable feature is adrnitiedly i mpoverish ment of vocabulary.
The political user makes use of it on every possible occasion, and
as one slang expression is applicable to ali indefinite number of
things, a narrowing of the vocabulary is inevitable. Not only bas
each slang expression no definite nieaning, but it is changiing froni
day to day. Thus the tendency of slang is to Ivipe otit those nice

S.tinctions between wvord and wor-d, so Ihighly perfected ini our
language. Everything is IIswell ", from mountain scenery to a
foot-baIl match ; from the latest coon-song to a noble oration.
The word "l swell," cited labove, is a good example of a slangr word
wvhich lias, because of its adaptibility and expressivenless, almobt
forccd itself into the recog-nized vocabulary of grood usage. ln
f act a prominent author States ilhat in "'the dictionary " of the nex t

generation t'-ie word must appear. ht is of course dcrived f rom
the « «swell. " The only rneaning of this word froni which the idca
contained in the slang derivatio n could bc oblained is,-" to act
pompously or a<rroga.-ntly' First the slang wvord was applied
adjectively to a person displaying those traits. Gradually it

:icquired a belter mennand wvas applied, both adjectivaly andn
substantively to a person of extreme taste ini matters of dress.

Froni this it w.as but a step to its present signification, vis , fine,
grand or pretentous, and is niow supplanting an indefiniite number


