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Parents are coîîsequenfly the flrst educators of ilieir children
and beingy uncler obligaflon to give their chiildroen food and
rmiment, to parents rnust be left the choice as to kind and
quality. The same niethinks, should bc said of the intellectual
food. 0f'course, such freedlorn of choice, musýt 11e bouind in the
"hoops of steel " of somid reason for other\\ise it \\ouldl deg-ene-

rate into a dangerous 'License. Making thierefore abstraction of
ail abuses, certain and pernicious. on the part of parents, the State
must respect the wvishes of parents in the education of their child-
r-en. Let us listen t-) th-, eluquent voice of tlie great philosopher of
Aqluinazs. ''Children naturally fo rni a part of their progerntors.
Thev are flcshi of their fleshi, bone of their hones. Consequently
parents can justly claim tlue dlirect righit ciE rpe 4 over thern, fur
as long as they have flot attained the age of ras-on the\, can be
considered lik I domestic ai niais, liabent ftueri ,'atiolni allinia/s.
AccorcIing to flie laws of Nature, thereffore, chilclren are entirely
uîider the control of theur parents, and contra-y to God's legislation
wtouild it be to talce tlieni awav trorn theur parents againsr the
latters' wishîes" +

The %vordsof Reasc"î and J usticefalt frointleAîîgelic Doctor'slips.
The State, tiierefore, cannot %vithiout heiig gui ty oflagrant 1nutc

arbitra-ily usurp the ihit of par-ents, and dispense agrainst their
wvil1, flic lite-sstiingi clenîeîîts ci;.her iii the îîlî sical, intellectual
or mioral ordet TPle Clitrch hei-self, even %vhen the ail imîportant
interests of life eternal are àt stake, cannot and w'ould not baptize
the child of ain inficlel %vithout he consent of the parent. -' Child-
ren ", says Taparelli, -' on thieiz- fir-st appearance on the stag'e of
lite, belong to the duniestic S(ietv froiii w\hicli they- cannot be
ravished w~ith imîpunitx - There w iii coi-ne a day, when g roiv-n-up
to peî-fect nianliood fliey shall JOin of th2-ir ownl accord, ilie political
society, uporn which tlîey wvi11 direcoly depend for protection and
Support. But as long- as chljdren rermain wvithin flie fainily cii-cie,
thue State inut flot (unless par-ets be whIolly unfit foi- tlic taskZ)
and îîîoraly speaking- caîîîîot, step-in to contest tlîe father, his
îîature-giveîî .it to lord ov'er his littie Iziingdoii--lii fýiiiiv."i

* .tlltSecscuidaLc. Quacs. X. Art i 2.
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