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means that the human mind is eapable of divising being brought
into play to stay the mortal ravage of drunkenness. But it is
necessary that the drink problem, like other important questions,
be studied in all its different phases. The nature of this traffic
and more particularly the nature of those who are addicted to
Iiquor have to be thoroughly understood.

Onc undisputed fact is that an individual in any business let
alone in the liquor husiness cannot be relied upon to do what
is right by others. Even within the precinets of the law the
proprietors of hotels have made and are making most outrageous
moral and social sacrifices to further their own selfish ends. And
with regard to the whiskey business, not only the proprietors but
their patrons also have to be watched and guarded by the civie
authorities, else a larger percentage of them would be ruined.

The  principal means employed for the limitation of intem-
perance have heen: first, Prohibition; second. the restriction of
the manufacture and sale of intoxieating drinks to licensed
houses; third, exclusive control by the government.

Now experience with prohibitionary legislation has brought
into clear relief the fact that it is very doubtful whether it sup-
presses 1o any extend fhe conswmption of whiskey. Ispeecially
where it is not supported by publie opinion. Prohibition is totally
impotlent and establishes a condition of affairs much worse than
does any other system. Private houses instead of publie apart-
ments are in many cases converted into bar-rcoms. The club-
room is made a vendezvous for those who wish to indulge in
revelry and debauchery. 1llicit selling is developed; the Iaw is
evaded in every possible way; and often uunder these restrictions
men will drink to excess which they would not do if they had
more liberty. Consequently. the real and cffective prohibition
resolves itself into a choice of licensed houses or government
control.

When one eonsiders the first method and knows the evil of
which it is the direet canse. if God has given him even in the
smallest measure the faeulty of judging; if he has eves to sece
and cars to hear of the atrocities perpetrated under the influence
or as a consequence of whiskey: if ke values {o amy extent do-
mestic happiness, decent living. respeetable chavacter, physical,
menial and moral health; if the faintest rays of eivilization and
christianity have penetrated and become part of his being; if he
be not leagued with Satan in the spread of immorality, impurity
and the dawnation of souls. surely hie will condemn in the most




