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T H- ERE are some things many times worse than
war. The system of lynching that prevails

in the Southern States is one of them.

THE Sabbath is the bulwark of Protestantism.
TNo man should pose as a Protestant and at

the same time hold and practise loose views in re-
gard to the Lord's Day.

TH-E Rev. Alexander MacMillan, B.D., late o!
TMimico, asks ail who may wish to comMU-

nicate with him in regard to the music of the new
hymnal to note his new address, 87 Metcalfe St.,
Toronto.

A T ti eason of the year cities on this side of
£1the Atlantic take a fit of municipal reform.

It does flot always seem to strike the reformers that
the best municipal system may be worse than use-
less without capable honest men to work it.

T AURIER learned his Egihfo hks

J peare, Milton and other standard English
writers. Most of us learned some of ours in the
street and in schools that were not specially classi-
cal. That may be one reason why Laurier's Eng-
lish is s0 much above the Canadian average.

IF ail the sluggers in the American Union could
1 be induced to meet ini somne quiet spot and

destroy one another in a reasonably expeditious
way their remnoval would add immensely to the
sum total of the morality of this continent. The

troubl is tath fig cht. their battles in the news-

fifty years sent Our more than twice sixteen minis
ters. When it is seventy-five years old we ventur
to say it will have raised fifty ministers. The rc
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cord o! Claysville is good but in' the business of
raising ministers Claysville is simply nowhere com-
pared with our West Zorra.

T Il E Interior says

We send Ioving greetings ta THE- CANADA PRESBXTER-

iAN. If Lord Salsbury keeps on bis present course, aur
General Assemblywillgatherifl all tbe oood Presbyteriansfrorn
Nova Scotla ta Vancouaver Island. Wt viii boid the grand
reunion ln Chicago. There may be a ittie noise and scold-
ing among tht sbips and batteries for awhile, but il viii end
in a sunrise wbicb viii maire an amber glory of the suioke
of the cannon.

The " greetings " are most gratef ully received
and most cardially reciprocated, but what bas Lord
Salisbury to do with tht Presbyterianism of Canada.
His Lordship has not the good fortune ta be even
a memnber o! the Presbyterian Church. Ht belongs
to tht Historie Episcopate, the chutch with which
the American Presbyterians have been un successful -
ly dickering about organic union for some years.

L AST week brought the nearest approach ta
war excitement that the present generatian

bas seen. If the facts are as stated by tht Times
correspondent in China war would be inevitable.
Great Britain and her allies cannot affocd to allow
Russia to turfi the Pacifie Ocean into a "'Russian
lake," as ont o! tht leading English journals had
it. Tht report mnay have been nothing more than
a " feeler." If sa Russia now knows exactly how
Great Britain feels on the question. Russia en-
dorsed for tht Chinese loan and if the considera-
tion given for the accommodation is the right ta
run railways ta the seaboard and the use of harbors
for the Russian fleet in Chinese waters there is cer-
tainly trouble not far away. The only question is
are the facts as stated in the Times. If they are
war may almost be taken for granted.

1 S a judge above criticism ? That is a question
Iwith which the press o! this country wrestles

accasionallY. Some of aur contemporaries seern
ta think he is, and one modifies that opinion by
saying he is1' virtually " above criticism. No-

body in England would ask, much less discuss, any
such question. The press o! England assumes
that every public servant-any officiai in the realm
who receives public money-is a fit subject for criti-
cism. Even royalty dots not escape. Ont reason
why tht administration of justice in1 England has
become almost an exact science is because tht
press o! the empire' neyer hesitates a moment ta

criticise tht proceedings in tht courts. Tht mnorn-

ing aiter the verdict in,a great trial has been given,
any journal feels at liberty ta publish a column ai

criticism and tht presiding judge often gets his

share as well as alI tht other parties in tht trial.
Why should it be otherwise in Canada. Are aur

judges so perfect that they need no criticisni or sc

weak that they cannot stand it ? Or is tht main

difference in the newspâptrs ? The other day ont
o! the judges was reported as saying thal
the decision o! his learned brother ir

the court below was "nonsense." If judge
criticise each other in that way, it seems absurd t(

say that tht press o! tht country should considei

thern above criticismn. Tht English plan is tht saft
ont. John Bull dares ta criticise any man thai

[Sserves the public and takes public money for hi!

,e work. John knows his business.

"iriOUG TS ON 1 %AT"1- RELIGION.*;%

i- * Thoughts on Religion," hi' tht late George John Romant

ire M.A., LL.D., F.R.S., edited by Chiades Gare, M.A., Canon
Westminster. Second edition. Chicago, The Open Court Publishii

te Company.

j Nov. 6th, 1895-

suits. In this preface is reproduced the clOsiflg
chapter of a work published anonymnously by hilTI

when twenty-eight years of age, entitled, " .A Cali-

did Examination oflTheism." Next are givefl two

articles written somne lime before 1889 for the 1?ub91r

tcelntelGenlury, but neyer before published ; and

lastly, as part 11, with an introductorY note kby the

editor, the Most important portion of the workp

entitled, " Notes for a Work on a Candid Exanina'

tion of Religion." In this last part of the work are

discussed such subjects as Causality, Free Wilî,

Faith. Faith in Christianity, Regeneratiol, Çon-

version, Christianity and Pain, Plan in RevelatîOl',
Christian Dogmas, Reasonableness of the Doc-

trines of the Incarnation and the rntit

soeothers of a cognate kind.
The book, though small and comparativelY ftg'

nlentary, is one o! great intellectual and Sîfr

gularly pathetic interest. In 1873, whcfl twentY,,

five years o! age, Mr. Romanes gained the Burney
Prize at Cambridge for an essay on " Christian Pray-

er considered in Relation to the Belief that the At'

mighty Governs theWorld by General Laws,l an es-

say which the editor describes as one of ci rernarkabîe

ability." H-e adds: " The syînpathy with the sciefl-

tifle point o! view is there, as might b.- expecte(d

perhaps in a Cambridge 'Scholar ini Natural

Science;' the logical acumen and love of exact

distinctions is there ; there too the natural pietY

and spiriual appreciation of the nature o! Christian
prayer, apiety and appreciation which later intellec-
tuaI habits of thought could neyer eradicate.y Three

years later, in 1876, s0 rapidly had a change takepn

place in his views, "he had written an anotn1tU
work with a wholly sceptical conclusion " entlte

"A Candid Examination o! Theism" The Out-

corne of this examuination he thus states:
only alternative for any man in this matter (die.6e%

istence o! God) is, either to discipline hin1seîlDIr't?

an attitude of pure scepticismne and thus to refuse '11
thought to entertain either a probability, Or ai

improbability, concerning the existence of God ; 0,~
else to incline in thought towards an affirmnation or
negation of God, according as his previous habitS
of thought have rendered such an inclination -i
facile in the one direction than in the other.-,,f
state of mmnd and feeling fromn this con-~~1

which he had reasoned hirnself into, lis on1e o.

saddest confessions which we have seen, and it 's

only one of many instances occurring i the 'Worki

i)lustrating a frankness and perteet honestY
mind which makes his confession ail the

patheti1. In conclusion," he says,
" I feel It is desirable to state that anv antecedefit bi.

with regard te Theism whîcb I individuaily p05sS ¶ thre.
questionably on the sie of traditionai belieir. Itite
fore with the utmost sorrow that 1 find myseli co ffP nch
accept the conclusions bere worked ont. Andfo
as I arn far Irom being able to agree witb those whO a' 5blC
that the twilight doctrine of the ' new faitb,' is a desîr 0ot
substitute for the waning spiendor of' the aid,' 1 t"
ashamed to confess that, witb this virtuai negation of ;d

the universe tainie bas lest its soui of lovelinCS5 an.,
though from bencetorth the precepito work whieCt :

e day,' viii doubtIess but gain an intensified force fr0 t

terrîbiy intensified meaning of the word tbat ' the 0101
cometh when no man cau work,' yet when at tîfithî'cd
as think at times 1 must, of the appaiiing glory of ibat r

Swhich once was mine, and the lonely mystery of existe.,,,
0 I now find it, at sucb times I shall ever feel it imnPOS 5' e

x avoid the sharpest pang of which my nature is capable.

'è Such is the confession which he makes as t

ýt the effect upon his own peace of mnde and bis

ýs capacity for enjoyment of worldly good, which re

suits from embracing. scepticism, or pure agflostl

cism. It is most interesting to learn what, 'Wlt

equal candour he tells us, he bas found ini bis ex,

perience to be the state o!fothers who have bfi

trying, to live without an acnwldm tof


