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XVauld you say o-maorrarv t: or to-tmmrrow iwill b' New
Year's Day? Thuis îvauld flot be a bad questionî for a juvenile
exiiiation liaper. VWeil, îo.morrow 1: or %iii letîxe first day
a! 1889, and dfférent people ill Ibc différently engagcd mven
the day cames round. A goodly umber iili be deeply
imîîmersed in tlie resaltition business. 'rley iill înork thiees
olttion !aitry for ai that il k s orth In fa-t, theme is lways
soniîe danger of oser produwtian in tIre resolution fine amn New
Year's Day. 'rie danger, hower'er, dues flot last long. A
surplus stock of resolutions is easily dispased af. It dnes flot
talce the mai-niifict tirer as ,long to get rid of themn as h r(loes 10l

gel rid o! a surplus stock o! colton, or woUcn goods, or bard-
ivare, or nnything of tlîah kind. We have knovn tail enter-
prising maker o! resolutions to get id of moit of tuieni tlhe
day after they iveme made.

There bas been a good deal o! sneeriniz ltely at Ncu'
Xear resalutions, Ilswearing off," anîd other eNercises of Ilat
kind. The case mith wicb many people break tbeir resolt-
tions, ternpts people tu ridicule the rrholc esohtion business.
Sncb ridicule is not mise 'Plie tact that a mian makes a good
resaîntion is a iopeful tbing even if lie breaks il niet day.
The making o! it clearly -siîonti at the maker lltJ,4, and
that alone is something in his favour TPle trouible with îoo
many people is thal thîey doûflot /Iiuki The nîakng o! a gond
resolution also sîusthat, for the îimîîe being, at ail events,
the maker desires ta bc or do beter. It proves that the bet-
ter part of is nature is nat dead Anything that brings the
bettêr part of aur nature int play, even for anc day, ks gond
as far as it goes.

Resolutions may be divided imta positive and negative.
Somebody witli a fine trini for criticismi, m-y say îhis is flot a
logical division. VIe don't camrehîer it is or nnî. It is
logical enougli for the hoIliday.

A positive resoluhion binds the maker ta do sonetling-i!
il binds im nt ail.

A negarive resolulion binds himn alta c1(o sometig-nal
to smoke for exaniple.

The succcss ai a negalive resohution dependsvery much an
mhetbem il is stronger than the habit it is sîîpposed tu break
up. If the habit is stranger than the resolutian, te resolution
suffers. The weaker goes ta the mal. That is preîty mnuch
the way in ahi contesîs in this world. A wveak resolutian lias
litle chance against a strong habit The habit is a gnarlcd
old giart thtat bas becti gaîbering slengîh for a quarter of a
century ; the esoution is a puny, dcicatc baby tlîat came into
the morld yesterday. VIbal chance lias tbe baby against the
giant? As well might you ask an average dcpubv eeve tu
checknîaîe Sir John 'Macdonald, in a malter o! poliicat
5tralegy. As mell r'igbt you expect a lais student ta domvr
the Ontario Premier on a point of constitutional lalu. To make
any headway against a conrirnîed habit, a baby resohution
must be backed up by supernatural power. That is the point
that people don't consider when thev expect drtinkards ta e-
forri by their omvn ýrength. ht is doubtful if the tbing ivas
ever donc ira more cases than mould fomn exceptions ta tie

ule rvhich says il cannaI bc donc. To bc o! any use igainst
a confirmed bad habit, a resahution must usually be buttressed
by a pnwver greater Ilian the power o! the man who makes it.

One ofthe weak points about individual resolutions is that
they are under the exclusive management of he man îvho
passes thecm. He manves and seconds and carnies the resolu-
tian himself. IHe may ecotsider it any trne be ikes. He
may rescind it by a unanimous vote rvhenever he pheases.
The resoîntiofi to stop smoking, let ns suppose, is con-
sidered and Passed. After a ime, ue shaîl nat say hais
long, the gond man mîha passed it begins ta ianker ater sarte-
thing. He feels a triffle uneasy and restlcss. He lias a îvatery
kiad o! sensation in bis noulh. le inonders wither alîeral
a goad deal thit is said and ivritteti against smoking mriày nom
bc dow,.nright rot. The estlessncss increatses and the good
mian becomnes a îrifle crusty. It is a bad lime for bis wiie ta
hint anything about a ncw bonnet. A montan who says any-
thing about bonnets in that crisis doesn'x know ber businecss.
By and by the good matin momes thie reconsidcration o! that
resoîntion and reconsideratiofi is carried by a tuo-hirds vote.
Then he maves that il be rescinded. The motion is carried
unanimously. Then be-well he takes a good smnoke. Thle
meak, point aboutI the ishale business mas that the carrying
and resciradirag a! bhe esolution was exclusivehy in the hands
a! ane nian and be was a dceply intercsted paty.

Gentie reader, do you say that esolutions o! that kind are
flot o! much tise? WIeil, perhîaps flot. 'Ple best îling yau
can do is hlp 10 pass sortie resolutions about thie beginning af
this new year thiat ivilu be of some use. Good resolulmons
passcd by bodies of goad mecn nearhy always bohd. The
Federatian rcsolnians o! tuîc General Conférence o! thîe
Methadist Churchi may prove an cxccption, but the exceptions
are -rare. As a ule anytimg reasonabie taI a body of Chris-
tian men msivc shail be dune îs done. 1Ihere is a wdc tiid
for rcsolutions that can bc carîed iout. Here is a pastor
pnched anld crippcd for ivant o! anoîber bumdred or tura ta
is salary. Ail on this earth that is nccded is for thie people

ho resolve ta mase the addîîîonal suin, and witîh a very slght
eflort il would came just as casîly as the 5m lier sum.

Hcmc is anather cungrcgalaan hat daes almust notbîng for
the Schemes of thie Clîurch. A resoînîmon ta du soînetbîng
mould bring a feu' hundred dollars ta the bchces anad help
thecocngregation inmcnsely besides.
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s'es, there -ire mnany gond resolutions that imighit bc passed
and carricd.into effect if a simili numuber of resoitite, earncst
men just took the trouble to start theni. Incividual resoltt-
tions often counit for little, but good resolutions considcrcd,
passcd, and carrier! into ef«cct b>' carnest lîracticai men liclp
inightily ta bring in tlic milenium.

QUEEN'S UMIVEUSITI' MISSIONAI1' iIE-ARD

A lengthy letter in tlcuerth'f/,Sia<r freint Dr. 1. F. Smith,
the Chinese inis'-,it-nary sent ont by Qîeens University,
descrilles is j irneý:nj;ta hàs 1C1ed of labour in Ilonan. ['le
rntoîîi;ig e\tr.tcts a flbc rcal,%%Iliinicrest

O)n the evening, cf Ok tuber ) ive taine to the nuter barilof
the Y'ellow River and put 'rp foi the nà'glà at a small inmi built
on thececmb-inkiint. \Wecfuund that ive %ere sutl% bout four
miles fronthli river. The Clincýe baild flic outcr enîilnnk-
mient at quitc a distance from the river so that Miecn il over-
tlnows it %vill have a iitrge rdistrirt tu 11)()d before rcathing tie
rvall and ivili Itshiiliie e\pcn !p 1 %gre -ttanraint of as force
and %vill flot bc so likeiy to waiv.ray the cmbankmnent. The
poor people living n hiï di-;triiî of course ha% e ta suier,
but as a rie very few live n these plains of sand. W'e
\,rrived at the break in the river ibout noon of the ioth
Ortoler Vn wili renmertîb'er tiiat il birokec out after dark,
Septembler ýi, Y!q- For sever.il d-iys thecjpeople knew there
was dangerr. the wviipr vr very hlh roli the e'nha),rîkent
rvas rîîmhling Th(- ct 3 ';%v ere there f~ lic&[ saps ît
file Waters, butt to nn avrii MXlq iirt e alari ia .vn
gun rvas rcd, ithe -ign-Li 6sed ip-n, siir les than art liuur
over a mile and a 1î-ilf of the eibanknent iwas %vislied away,
and the mari tnrents riîî'ed Iiiter and thithei carry;ng e% r>'
îhing bef-ire ih Thr rver er'en -il low %wter runs % er3' s%%. aly
so voit nmay inzagini' bow terrible it niist have beeji. ?hoie
living ne ir the emihankmnent tricd t réaL h il bef,)ne the ivaîer
became ton deep Theembularierný is ahout twecntv (cet wmde
-t flic top and inany were en:tbici to savc themiselves by get-
ting on the embainkînett 'llrtgc atter village iras dcluged,
and they telliqil one large tnwv i %vlere not a sou! ivas known
to have escaped, Sonn a lake ras fornied over lo00 miles
%inde and perhaps over '200 miles in length and tventy feet
deep. Several lakes in the souîliern part of!ftbe province wverc
filled to overfiowing and then an entrance was made into tlic
YVangtsi, and there is danger o! that river breaking out and
flooding the mast populous district in Southern China.

The Governimcnî very protnptly voteil a large surn o!
money for the repairing of the enbanknent and work rvas
commenced. Abotit the end o! Decemiber there ivas another
outbteak, and still another iast j une, of îvhich r'ery conflîcting

aconsare given. XVc found the break tobhe400o feet 'vide
and the water to00 feet deep, and running at least atl the rate
of ten mîles an hotir. bu you can sec hov dtfficuit it wtt! bc
10 change the course of such a volume of wvatcr. They coin-
nenced 10 repaîr the einbankmcnt from both sides leaving tlie
most dîfficult part 10 thc last. rie nerv part of the cmnbankment
is over lo0 (cet %vide and ighty fecc deep, anîd is made up of
kcaoliang staiks, sticks, sand, and a few bricks %vithout anythîng
lu cement thcm together. They haveilong hein p ropes twisted
hither and thither thro-aghout thein ass, whicli hclps 10 ind il
together, but as il is built on the sand it is easily washed away.
Thle Chinece do flot appear ta have any idea of the-power of
sncb a volume of! water, and tbey arc lîke so many clilîdren
piaving %vith the streani. The weekz prevous to our visit a
French engineer ivas there, rvho had been sent lownr by the
Chnese Governnment. The officiais ini charge laughin.-ly told
us that the F'rcnchman said, that it was impossible 10 close the
brearli if the 'vater was over sî'sy feet deep, but said they,
ive will show liow lttle foreigner. know conîpared wiltlîte
Chinese, wve ill close il ail riglit. This eng-iîeer told flienm
that they rvould recuire a great ainount o! stone and as stone
is rather scarce a happy thotight struck theinta malce brick
with a hole over ane inch in dianieter tirouelî the centre.
They inîend 10 zaring the brick on these lierap ropes and drop
them down into theîvhripool wlîile one end of the rope will
be fastencd 10 the emnankcilent. Tlîey bave seventy large
bri,kyards with over iooooinen busily engaged. 1I would lîke
to be there wben the firbt srîing is lowered. The old bcd o!
flic river is [rom tuvo t10 be miles %vide and there is a smal
streani o! wvater about forty yards %vde and from thrce ta ten
feet deep stîli keeping ils old course. But even if the breacli
wvere closcd the watcr would neyer takze thc old course as the
old bcd is at lenst ten [cet abave the level of the
present bcd and aiso above thie level af the surrounding
country, so they will be forced tarnakc Uie river run tp bill.
\'ou cati form no idca of thc amnount of satid depositi,. by tlîis
river. Thle water at prescrnt cor'ers about hlaithie extent o!
country at first flooded, and vhecver the wvater lias been lucre
is nowv a bcd of %and [rom thrcecho tenf cet deep. 1 heard
people in Canada speaik of lou' terr;!.lc would becfthe sight of
sncb a number of corpscs and hou' uinlialthy, etc., but Ilîcre
is none of that and what %vas once a fertile plain is nou' a
desert of sand. There are trares oi at le-s ist rt d ilerent hcds
of the samte river, and %vlîerever 1 i bve hpen rit Iefçt a third
of the country bave been ienderr.d barren F"en small
sircaros have sand. plains two or three mlles %vide throughetitt
their wholc course.

The chie! officialin ic.ueProvince of lnnan lias beeii
dcgraded îhree steps, and kept in bi% office hieraise lie l-i s-o
far ftîld in ciasing the brench.

XVben thie river brakze ont thtere wcrc flot niore titan rft!y
people residinfg at the breach, nov there is a rity with over
i oooao mîhabitants. This cîîy is calcd "The Great City o!
the Dragon's Mouth,» and xigh tbc more properly cailed thec
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City of çtraiv mats, as the houzes are ail built of sttaw niatting.
Nine million fiels have alrcady been expended on thte %York,
a tact being equal te about $ .04 of aur money. The bQich%1sj
ta whiom rve spoke, said Iliat the actual amotint spent on the
%vork could flot possibly cx\ceed 2,oo.ooo tacîs. On being
asked where the remainder went a laugit and a shrug of the
siioulders wras the only eply. \'J were aiso bold that thie
numiber of sutTrers supported by the Governinent is about
lit170,000.

Ail along the batik, there are temples crected te the river
god, and lime people keep an worshipi~png Ibis god, aithaugh
lie lias sbowvn bis wveakness se oftcn. At tintes, the Chinese do
li ok at tlaangs in a praLýtiIal vway In une locaiity, wlien rm
%%a. ifuLh rîected, the pcopie prayed and offered large offr.
iiigs ta the rain god, but n raîî camie and thie heat 'vas
tertible. So tliey said, Luuk lîcre old maran, ve vilflot stand
Ibis ari longer, anîd wtlioriîmore ade they re-moved tIhe god
front the temple, andi placcd hîm on a table in the open air,
mnere hc could get the fuil benclit of tlie sui). TMien one by
o~ne they rvouhld (ione and say , Ilow do yott hîke it ? Is it flot
bo)t eîrough for yorr? etc. 1 diti nul hear whethîer ramn came
or rpot, but thie god %vas î)tnisiied (or bis negligence.

After lear .ng thie great cty Io! the dragon's inotitb, ive pro.
cecded alonthîe so1ithern banklof the river and reached Kai-
rarng-rFu on the evenîng ai October i i. We did flot attempt
te enter the caîy, as ive dîd flot iant la bave a ou'. The
gk'rards slationed at the g-les of the ciîy are instructed ta kccp
I-)reigners out. O! .ot.rse your passport gives you permis-
:lon, but it %sjtJd uniy cause trouble. %Ve renîaincd iii the
wvestern sbîburb over nîglît, and procccded an Our wvay the
follotm'ng iiorang t thie seaport of Kai-Faing Cun-Hsîen.
For several days wve pasied over barren country, nothing
grown bWt peantits O! an inlerior qtsaumrt. Yeoi are pesîered
,ontinu.tlly witb thc peantit vendor. After passing severai
large pLes, saitie of! ihîcti are a1most in moiras, we reached
Kurli te-rut, vhaýli is a large and an important place, on
O. ber 15. Thle next d.îy a-e turned nortiva'ard and feit that
wve wcre making for hoine. XVe pisser! Ibrotigli a (air country
for % tdistance, until ive reaclied the oid bcd o! the Yeiloiv
river, of i,157. It is at least tifteen icet above the level ai the
surroain.ing cour.tr>, and %vtlî adîomîing plains at leasîtwcvnty
miles uide. 'Tle light sand in great drifts resemuhles the large
snouv banks in Canada. White crossi-g luis plain wve encaun-
tered a terrible 5and storiii. The sun shone for a wyhite, then
it began te groîv dark and great clouds appeared in the dist-
ance. Suddetily the teniperature changeâ becoming quile
coid. The clouds rolled on, the rvind increased, and soon
sand ivas flying se îiîickiy Ihiat il vas inmpossible ta sce ten
yards ahead. This contintied for seven botîrs, and ive made
very uitIle headwavy. 1 i hng a blanket at thie door of my cart,
but aftcr ail, 1 %vas nearly blinded and choked, etc., and every.
thing was covered wiil about an inch of sand, se you can
imagine rvhat it %would be oulside. \Ve crossed the Yellow
river agaîn south of i-a-Cboti. %When the river %vas high the
sait inerchants sent a nunmber o! their junks clown the country
wsitb sait, but after the break lhey ivere lefi high and dry, -and
ail along tlhe course of tlhc river these jurks are 10 be seen
rnating for the returfi o! the waters. W'e arc aninitis te gel
bomne and ive ask aur carters horv hou' iany days te Ticntsin.
They say, cîghît days trave! an d the rest daV Tbey are bld if
they do it in seven days and the rest day, lhey ivill receive
nine days pay, because ive pay theni for Sabbath, althaugh
they oniy rest. l'hey agree, and after a mhle tbcy corne back
and say bhey %vill gel us ini Tientsin by Satturday nigbî, that-
is six days, if ive will give tiiemu the same, viz , fine days pay.
Thuis makes it verv înteresting and ive say, Il es I because iv'e
have learncd îvhat carters aire. One condition is laid dowur by
themn, that iv'e get up Cartier. Ail along ive have been geîîing
up betwccen four and fire o'clock, and bave been ready ta start
by break o! day, but tîtat is flot early enougli, se ive agree to
gel up wbenevem îhcy Cati us, imangining that ive may prepare
te geltmup about haîf-past lwo. XVe go to bcd about eighî
o'clock and sieep. The cati is given and ive bestir ourselves,
light the candle and look at aur u'atcbes.- Imagine Our con-
sternation, just haif-pasît t%'chve. 'fhcre is no help for il lîoiv-
ever, and ivne mm ont, make ready, and are onttami the road at
haff-past oe, and go forty-eiglit miles, ivhcre previously ive
ivent fromu thtrty-four ta !orly. VIe go ta bed tlîisiîihtat balf-
past seven, anîd soon the cali comes. VIe look at aur 'vatches
again. and find il is twenîy minutes pas" eleven. Veaeo

thie road befare one o'clock, and get ta Plang-Chia-Cbung ati
hîalf-past sir, having gane twenty-tiva miles. VIe remain here
for breaklfast. We say gond-bye ta aur îraveling coinpanions,
and mave on along for Tienîsin. This is Wednesday. Dy
niglît ive have travelled rifty-five miles. \Ve sec a litit
change in the couîntry aince ive passed througli it six weeksj
aga. The grain is ail gathered in and the ubeat sown.

VIe are rip every morning about thie same time, viz., twelve
o'clock, anad rech Tientsira Saîurday aflernoon, at three
o'ciactr, October 27. VIe rcsîcd lîcre aver Sunday, and liad
the pleastîre o! seeing and hearing Stavely P. Smithî, rho,
with his ladylove, lias came from Shan-Si ta be married.
Tlîey îravelled elghtcen days, then went up taeI>ekîn, and
found that as the lady %vrs flot a Blritish subIJect, iliey would
have ta remain for six rveeks before tbey could be made anc. Sa
tbey are itiproving their tinte, and vith the ather mîssianaries
are holding special meetings for the foreigners in Tienîsîn.lie is a splcmîdid fellow, intenscly in camnest, and living very v
near bis Savi-ur 1 rvillnaw have ta close. There is xnuch
1 %nule] ike ta tell you about, but 1 will have la reserve it for
thue fier-t icter XVe arrh-cd aI Cbefoo, November î, having
bepen about seven veks, and having travelled ,700 miles,
over ,200 a! which was by Chinese -carts. Pray earraestly for
us and for ont: work. -


