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NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS.

nY KNOXONIAN,

———— - —

Would you say to-morrow ¢s or to-morrow will b New
Year's Day ? This would not be a bad question for a juvenile
examination paper. Well, to-morrow £5 or will e the first day
of 1889, and different people will be differently engaged when
the day comes round. A goodly number will be deeply
immersed in the resolution business. They will work the res
olution factary for all that it is worth  In fat, there is always
some danger of over production in the resolution line on New
Year’s Day. ‘The danger, however, does not last long. A
surplus stock of resolutions is easily dispased of. It'dncs not
take the manufacturer as bong to get rid of them as it does to
get rid of a surplus stock of cotton, or woollen goods, or hard-
ware, or anything of that kind. We have known an enter-
prising maker of resolutions to get rid of most of them the
day after they were made.

There has been a good deal of sneering lately at New
Year resolutions, “ swearing off,” and other evercises of that
kind. The ease with which many people break their rgsolu-
tions, tempts people to ridicule the whole resniution business.
Such ridicule is not wise. The fact that a man makes a good
resolution is a bopeful thing even if he breaks it nest day.
The making of it clearly shows that the maker 1111'"7."\‘, and
that alone is something in his favour  The trnu.hlc with tno
many people is that they do not 24in/ The making of a gnnd
resolution also shows that, for the time being, at all events,
the maker desires to be or do better. It proves ﬂmt.the bet-
ter part of his nature is not dead Anything that brtngs the
bettér part of our nature into play, even for one day, is good
as far as it goes. )

Resolutions may be divided into pasitive and negative.
Somebody with a fine trim for criticism, may say this is not a
logical division. We don’t care whether it is or not. It is
logical enough for the helidays. ) ]

A positive resolution binds the maker to do something—if
it binds him atall. .

A negative 1esolution binds him 20/ to do something—not
to smoke for example.

The success of a negative resolution depends very much on
whether it is stronger than the habit it is supposed to brgak
up. 1fthe habit is stronger than the resolution, the resolution
suffers. The weaker goes to the wall. Thatis pretty much
the way in all contests in this world. A weak _rgsoluuon has
little chance against a strong habit The habit is a gnarled
old giant that has been gathering s(\:engxh for a quarter 9{ a
century ; theresolution is a puny, delicaie baby that came into
the world yesterday. What chance has the baby against the
giant? As well might you ask an average deputy reeve to
checkmate Sir John Macdonald, in 2 matter of politicat
strategy. As well might you expect a law student to down
the Ontario Premier on a point of constitutional law. To m:}ke
any headway against a confirmed habit, a baby. resoluu-on
must be backed up by supernatural power. That is the point
that people don’t consider when they expect drunkarc.ls to re-
form by their own strength. It is doubtfut if the .thmg was
ever done in more cases than would form exceptions 1o.the
rule which says it cannot be done. To be of any use against
a confirmed bad habit, a resolution must usually be buttress‘?d
by a power greater than the power of the man wh9 ma}ccs it.

One of the weak points about individual resolutions is that
they are under the exclusive management of .he man who
passes them. He moves and seconds and carries the resolu-
tion himself. He may reconsider 1t any time he likes. He
may rescind it by a unanimous vote whenever he Pleases.
The resolution to stop smoking, let us suppose, is con-
sidered and passed. After a time, we shall not say how
long, the gond man who passed it begins to hanker after some-
thing. He feels a trifle uneasy and restless.  He has a watery
kind of sensation in his mouth. He wonders whc!hcr a(ter all
a good deal that is said and written against smoking may not
be downright rot. The restlessness increases and the ‘good
man becomes a trifie crusty. It is a bad time for his wife to
hint anything about a new bonnet. A woman who says any-
thing about bonnets in that crisis doesn’t knpw hgr business.
By and by the good man moves the reconsideration of that
resolution and reconsideration is carried by a two-thirds vote.
Then he moves that it be rescinded. The motion is carried
unanimously. Then he—well he takes a good smoke. The
weak point about the whole business was that the carrying
and rescinding of the resolution was exclusively in the hands
of one man and he was a deeply interested party.

Gentle reader, do you say that resolutions of that kind are
not of much use? Well, perhaps not. The best thing you
can du is help to pass some resolutions about the beginning of
this new year that will be of some use. Good resolutions
passed by bodies of good men nearly always hold. The
Federation resolutions of the General Conference of the
Methodist Church may prove an exception, but the exceptions
areyare. As a rule anytiung reasonable that a body of Chns-
tian men resolve shall be done 1s done.  There 1s a wide field
for resolutions that ¢en be carned out. Here 1s a pastor
pinched and crippled for want of another hundred or two to
his salary. All on this earth that 1s needed 1s for the people
to resolve to raise the additional sum, and with a very shght
efiort 1t would come just as casily as the sm-lier sum.

Herc 1s another congregation that does aimost nothing for
the Schemes of the Church. A resolution to do something
would bring a few hundred dollars to the Schemes and help
the congregation immensely besides.
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Yes, there are many good resolutions that might be passed
and carried.into effect if a small number of reso’ute, carnest
men just took the trouble to start them. Individual resolu.
tions often count for little, but good resolutions considered,
passed, and carried into effect by earnest practical men help
mightily to bring in the millenium.

QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY MISSIONARY REARD
FRoa.

A lengthy letter in the Perth Star from Dr. . F. Sauth,
the Chinese missionary sent out by Queen’s Umversity,
descrihes his jyurneying to his field of labour 1n Honan, [he
follawing extracts will be read with interest ,

On the evening of Odtober ; we wume to the outer bank of
the Yellow River and put up for the night at a small inn built
on the embankment.,  We found that we were still about four
miles frem the river.  The Chinese build the outer embank-
ment at quite a distance from the river so that when 1t over-
flaws it will have a large district t¢ 1hod before reaching the
wall and will thus bave evpeniel a great amount of uts force
and will not be so likely to wash away the embankiment. The
poor people living an this district of course have to suffer,
but as a rule very few live on these plains of sand., We
wrived at the Lreak n the river 1bout noon of the 1oth
October  You will remember that it broke out after dark
September 21, 1923~ For several days the people knew there
was danger. the water was very hizh anld the embankuent
was crnmbling  The officials were there waving their caps at
the waters, bmt to nn avail At list the alaem was given, a
gun was fired, the signal fived npan, a1, ir less than aa hoar
aver a mile and a hnif of the embankment was washed away,
and the mad torrents rushed hither and thither carrying every-
thing before it The river even at low water runs very swiflly
so yor may imagine how terrible it must have Leen. Those
living near the embhankment tried to reach it betore the water
became ton deep  The embankmen. 1s about twenty feet wide
at the top and many were enabled to save themselves by get-
ting on the embankment  Villge after villaze was deluged,
and they tell «f one large trwa where not a soul was known
to have escaped. Soon a lake was formed over 100 miles
wide and perhaps over 200 miles in length and twenty feet
deep. Several lakes in the southern part of the province were
filled to overflowing and then an entrance was made into the
Yangtsi, and there is danger of that river breaking out and
flooding the most populous district in Southern Cluna.

The Government very promptly voted a large sum of
money for the repairing of the embankment and work was
commenced. About the end of December there was another
outbreak, and still another last June, ol which very conflicting
accounts are given. We found the break to he joo feet wide
and the water 100 feet deep, and running at least at the rate
of ten males an hour.  So you can see how difficult 1t will be
to change the course of such a volume of water. They com-
menced to repair the embankment from both sides leaving the
most difficult part tothe last. The new part of the embankment
is over 100 feet wide and eighty feet deep, and is made up of
kaoliang stalks, sticks, sand, and a few bricks without anything
to cement them together. They havelong hemp ropes twisted
Inther and thither throughout the mass, which helps tobind it
together, but as 1t 1s built on the sand 1t 15 easily washed away.
The Chinece do not appear to have any idea of the-power of
such a volume of water, and they are hike so many children
playing with the strecam. The week previous to our visit a
French engineer was there, who had been sent down by the
Chinese Government. The officials in charge laughingly told
us that the Frenchman said, that it was unpossible to close the
breach if the water was over sixty feet deep, but said they,
we will show how lttle foreigners know compared with the
Chinese, we will close 1t all night.  This engincer told them
that they would require 2 great amount of stane and as stone
is rather scarce a happy thought struck them to make brick
with 2 hole over one inch in diameter through the centre.
They intend to string the brick on these herp ropes and drop
them down mto the whirlpool while one end of the rope will
be fastened to the embankment. They have seventy large
brickyards with over 10,000 men busily engaged, I would like
to be there when the first string 1s lowered. The old bed of
the river 1s from two to five nules wide and there is 2 small
stream of water about forty yards wide and from three to ten
feet deep sull keeping 1ts old course, But even if the breach
were closed the water would never take the old course as the
old bed is at least ten feet above the level of the
present bed and also above the level of the surrounding
country, so they will be forced to make the river run up hill.
You can form no idea of the amount of 3aud depositel by this
river. The water at present covers about half the extent of
country at first flooded, and wherever the water has been there
is now a bed of sand from three to ten feet deep. I heard
people in Canada speak of how terrible would be the sight of
such a number of corpses and how unhealthy, etc, but there
is none of that and what was once a fertile plain is now a
desert of sand. There are traces of at least five diflerent heds
of the same river, and wherever I have been at least a third
of the country have been ienderrd bharren  Fven small
streams have sand: plains two or thyee miles wide thranghaut
their whole course.

The chief official in the Province of Hanan has been
degraded three steps, and kept in his office berause he has <o
far failed n closing the breach.

When the river broke out there were not more than fifty
people residing at the breach, now there is a city with nver
100,000 habitants. This aty is called “The Great City.of
the Dragon’s Mouth,” and might be more properly called the
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city of ctraw mats, as the houses arc all built of shaw matting.
Nine million taels have already been expended on the work,
a tael being equal to about $1.04 of our money. The oficials,
to whom we spoke, said that the actual amount spent on the
work could not possibly exceed 2,000,000 taels, On being
asked where the remainder went a laugh and a shrug of the
shoulders was the only reply. We were also told that the
number of sufferers supported by the Government is about
1,170,000,

All along the hank, there are temples erected to the river
god, and the people keep on worshipping this god, although
he has shown his weakness so often.  Attimes, the Chinese do
Dok at things in a practical way  In one locality, when rain
was much needed, the people prayed and offered large offer-
ings to the rain god, but no ramm came and the heat was
terrible.  So they said, Luok here old man, we will not stand
this uny longer, and without more ado they remaved the gad
from the temple, and placed him on a table in the open air,
where he could get the full benefit of the sun, Then one by
one they would come and say , How do you hke 1t? Isit not
hnt enough for you? ete. 1 did not hear whether ram came
or not, but the god was pumished for his negligence.

After leaving the great aty of the dragon’s mouth, we pro-
cecded along the sonthern bank of the river and reached Kai-
Tang-Fu on the evening of October 11. We did not attempt
to enter the uty, as we did not want to have a row. The
puards stationed at the gates of the city are instructed to keep
foreigners out.  Of course your passport mives you permis.
sion, but it would only cause troudle. We remamed in the
western suburb over mght, and proceeded on our way the
following mormng to the seaport of hai-Fang Cun-Hsien.
For several days we passed over barren country, nothing
growa but peanats of an inferior quality.  You are pestered
continually with the peanut veador.  After passing several
large places, sowme of which are almost in vamns, we reached
Kuli te-Fu, which 1s a large and an important place, on
Oct.ber 15.  The next duy we turned northward and felt that
we were makiny for home.  We passed through a fair country
for 1 distance, untl we reachied the old bed of the Yellow
river, of 1857, Itis atleast tfteen feet above the level of the
surrounding courtry, and with adjoining plans at least twenty
miles wide. The light sand n great drifts resembles the large
snow banks in Canada. While crossi~g this plain we encoun-
tered a terrible sand storm. The sun shone for a while, then
it began to grow dark and great clouds appeared in the dist-
ance. Suddenly the temperature changed becoming quite
cold. The clouds rolled on, the wind increased, and soon
sand was flying so thickly that it was impossible to see ten
yards ahead. This continued for seven hours, and we made
very little headway. I hung a blanket at the door of my cart,
but after all, I was nearly blinded and choked, etc., and every-
thing was covered with about an inch of sand, so you can
magine what it would be outside. We crossed the Yellow
river agam south of ~2a-Chou.  When the river was high the
salt merchants sent a number of their junks down the country
with salt, but after the break they were left high and dry, and
all along dhe course of the river these jurks are to be seen
waiting for the return of the waters. We are anvinus to get
home and we ask our carters how how many days to Tientsin.
They say, eight days travel and the rest day  They ave toldaf
they doitin seven days and the rest day, they will receive
nine days pay, because we pay them for Sabbath, although
they only rest. They agree, and after a while they come back
and say they will get usinto Tientsin by Saturday night, that
1s six days, if we will give them the same, viz, nine days pay.
This makes it very interesting and we say, “ Yes” because we
have learned what carters are. One condition is laid dowa by
them, that we get up carlier.  All along we have been getting
up between four and five o'clock, and have been ready to start
by break of day, but that is not early enough, so we agree to
get up whenever they call us, imagining thar we may prepare
to get up about half-past two. We goto bed about eight
o'clock and sleep. The call is given and we bestir ourselves,
light the candle and look at our watches.» Imagine our con-
sternation, just half-past twelve. There is no help for it how-
ever, and we turn out, make ready, and are out on the road at
half-past one, arnd go forty-cight miles, where previously we
went (rom thirty-four to forty., We go to bed thisnight at half-
past seven, and soon the call comes. We look at our watches
again. and find it is tweaty minutes past eleven. We are on
the road before one o'clock, and get to Pang-Chia-Chung at
half-past siv, having gone twenty-two miles. We remain here
for breakfast. We say good-bye to our travelling companions,
and move on along for Tientsin. This is Wednesday. By
night we have travelled fifty-five miles. We see a little
change in the country since we passed through it six weeks
ago. The grain is all gathered in and the wheat sown.

We are up every morning about the same time, viz., twelve
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o'clock, and rcach Tientsin Saturday afternoon, at three :

o'clock, October 27.  We rested here over Sunday, and had
the pleasure of sceing and hearing Stavely P. Smith, who,
with his ladylove, has come from Shan-Si to be wmarried.
They travelled eighteen days, then weat up to Pekin, and
found that as the lady was not & Drntish subject, they would
have to remain for six weeks before they could be made one. So
they are improving theiv time, and with the other missionaries
are holding special meetings for the foreigners in Tientsi.
Heis a splendid fellow, intensely in earnest, and living very
near his Savirur T will now have to close. There 15 much
T would like to tell you about, but I will have to reserve 1t for
the next letter  We arrived at Chefoo, November 1, haviog
been about seven weeks, and having travelled 1,700 miles,
over 1,200 of which was by Chinese carts. Pray earnestly for
us and for our wark. -
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