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Tus suggestions mnade by the "an-Prcsbyterian
Council in regard ta deaconesses wîll do niuch
good whether the Churches rcprèsented take action
or flot. A vigorous discussion of the question as
sure to cone. liefore that discussion as long carricd
on, several things wili bc made suficicnsly clear.
it will bc shawn, we feel reasonably certain, that noa
small part af the work: af the Church is naw Jonc by
womcn. It will bc made painfully clear that were it
not foi the women,1 the prayer meeting in most
Churches would flot reach double figures, and but for
them, niany Churches would have no prayer meetings
ait ail. It may also bc shors that we, in Canada, are
an the high-ruad ta the condition of many American
Churches, in which the memnbcrship is mainly made
up af wvomen. The step from a prayer meeting
rnainly attended by women ta a communion table
mainly surrounded by wamen, is nlot a long one. A
vigorous discussion af the wholc question in the press
wili do much good.

TISE visit af the Hon. Wilfred Laurier ta the West
produced a slight flutter in political and literary
cardles. Tht Opposition leader scenms ta be a kindly,
genial gentleman, and he certainly has a palished,
reflned manner. Hîs aratory displays quite ms mucb
palish as power. litLs clocution is, perhaps rather un
advanre af his ability ta freshen up and tbraw new
light on aId tapics. It bas allen been saîd that we
have no speaker in Ontario equal ta Mr. Laurier. In
ail that gots ta make a graceful, polishecî delivcry we
have perhaps few equais and certaînly fia superior;
but we have a number of public men who have a
stranger grip than he seems ta have, and who are
passessed af more power if they have less paiish.
Mr. Laurier is a very pleasant and profitable speaker
to listen tu even when you do flot agrce wîtb ail he says
Tht piatiorni is an educational farce, and cvery first-
class speaker on every question anmd on bath çides ai
palitics contributes samething ta the educatîaui of the
peo>ple. Should the orator be a Frenchman he is ail
the better educator for hie is sure ta have a style unlike
axxything we are accustomed ta in tht West.

THE Chrisfian-at- WVork admits we are right in
thiaking that it believes Sam Jones says a gn-at many
tbings tht people are tht better for hearing .

The Chriian ai- Work has long recogni.zed the valne of
Mr. Jones' sermons, anmd Mr. Smaii's as weii. It fil truc,
religion suffers [rom the preaching of sensaaoalism--ot
thai there =a bc na question. But siie siaffers infinuîely
mare from tht preaching of dreary, ethicai, abstract, coin-
monpisice. N'i7Iee ont building-churchs inciudcd-is
destroyed f:oma lightning stroke, fifty sire pegishing [rom dry
rot. Frai.
Sensationatism is a vague terin and may mean
samething good or somethinçp not gond. A sensation
praduced by preaching the tth' is, a goad thing. A
sensation produced by error, ar by hali-truths-the
worst farnt of error-ar by the tricks af aratory, is
nlot a goad thing. Saine people think that any kind
of preaching they are flot aczuâtomed to a s5ensatiunal.
Some are oi tht opinion that a preacher wha dots
nlot allow themn ta go comiortab!y asleep &S sensa-
tional. Tht right question is, What uauses the
sens ation?' If God's truth, then weL.urn the bensa-
tiot. %Vie ail need a sensation of ihat kind badly
enough. Whtther Mr. janeb, uti any utht! allegudl
sensationalist dots bis wvock by hotem asc of .ruth as
a question that people must decide for theruseives.

Ai a meeting celebrating the ity-thtrd auaîvcrsary
af bis ordination and tht thirty-outîha of bis prestnt
pastorale, Dr. Newman Hall ruade tht foiiowing sug.
gertive allusion ta MrM Hall

1 inust express no, 1 cannot riprsi lu, 1 cai only hint
et It-m y gratiteude ta <to< (or giving me rs patiner o!
heurt and homne andi woik fon Christ, one ta wlsos uncea,.
sang cure and synspathy 1 amn so much indebteti for the loy.
Ing discharite of the flîst diuiy of a mlnister's wife-which
iis nM~ the daing of bis wo:k lur him, but by goocuare ai bim
enabling hlm tu do lu hîmsel!.
Preabyterian congregntions in Canada are nat, as a
rulte, crueily exacting la their trcatment ai the! minis-
tee's wvié, but it will not hurt any of thetn ta bc rc-
mînded by sa higb an authority as Newman liai
that thc first duîy of a minister's wnCe lis ta take god
care af ber home and husband. Acrosa the fines, we
believe, a minister's wifc îs allen considered a kînti
ai co-pastar--withaut salary ai caurse-wbo is ex.
pecteti ta rua a number ai sacieties, visit the sick,
cati upon strangcrs and attend ta numerous other
malters. If a minister's wiit crn find tinte ta attend
ta sucb tbings, avcr acte above the time needed in
ber honte, gondi andi weil. If she cannai, it is the
vcry climax ai cruelty ta compel ber ta do -to. She
is under no stronger obligations ta wark for the con-
gregatian than the eider's wiie, or the deacon's viré,
or tht manageils wie, or any uther Christian man's
wifror daughter. Tht best wornan is tht ont tht
can s0 niana-e bier househoid aiTairs that she bans
fimie Idf for Churcb avork. Happy is thtc minister or
othtr man who bas a wife ofithat kind.

THs Pan-Prcsbyteriaa Council distinctiy comînitted
lîseif ta the principle ai setting apart desiconesses as
officii workers in tht Cluurchcs reprcsented in that
body. Tht Council, af course, cannot legislate, flot
being a Church court but il cani suggest and here are
the suggestions, condensed by tht ittrior, in regard
ta deaconesses:

Ia aur opinion. thetlime bas fully camte for tht organira-
tion oi women'a work by Cherches on soine definite juin-
cipie. Ve suggesi <a) that in cvry congregatianallwornen
shoult ibe enroiled wbo are tngaged la the serviez ai Christ
la connection with tht Church, andi as ait who desire ta
bc taughi and tsined t., serve tht Lord Jesus Cliiist. Thus
the young and the mature, the agnorant andi the experienced,
servants and mistresss, wouid bc braught iat weii-under.
stooti relations with tacb ciller as niembets of the saine con-
gtegation, for friendiy intercourse. Icading ta the giving and

n'eceiving o! help.
ýVe suggest further (b) thai sucb as havc had successful

experienceilu work shoulul be enroieul b y tht Kirk Session,
as those ta whoin athers mighî naturally look and appiy
for help. This cnodIment wouid include expetlenceti bab-
bath schooi teachers amnd visiiots andi nutses ami teachers of
Bible classes and heauls ai tempersince associations, workers
la the service of song, makers of cloîhing for tht poor, ihose
who bting up friendless chiluiren, andi tht senior members
who have taken an active part tai hctinding tht youugtt or
lets experienceti femalle mnembers or adherents ai the
coligregatian.

WVc suggest (c) tirat after sevenal ytars ai experience or
training, tbose womea workers wo tire wiiling ta devote
their lives ta Christian wouk la connection with tht Churcli
shouiti be set apart and enrolleti under tht sanction of tht
courts ai tht Church as deaconesses. They mîgiu bre set
apait by the Presbyter or by the Kirk bession. Tht Car-
mer as mont Ia accordance %vith the customn of tht early
Church ; the latter is mort easy la operation, especialhy ut
the outset.
Does "lset apart"l mntan ta ordain? Women are
now daing la many congregatians tht kind ai rvork
dtscribed, witbout any official recognition. Whether
fot'naily setting thern apart by Session or Presbyttry
would help themn in their work is a question which
will stand discussion. Tht Council, however, bas
deciared tht order ai deaconesses ta be Scriptural
and flot an innovation. Now for a discussion ai
detauls. There is roorn and work an this question for
some ecclesiastical reformer wha wisbts ta miake bis

mr. A GRil VE REPROA CI?.

THE lasi meeting ai tht Missîonary Conférence in
London was devoted ta the dentunciation ai tbu-ec
great tvîls chat dis& acu Christian nations and umpede
tht pragress ai tht Gospel un Coreign landis. It was
not ont ai the regular sessions cf tht Conference, but
a-. extra meeting, whar-b evoketi a sîrang enthusiasin,
andi was the best attendeti ai any uhiat was bcid. it
was catled for the purpase ai eatering an tnetgetic
pratest against tht opium tradt in China, tht drink
traffic. an Airtca, and tht niilicary recognîiio ai vice
an India. When 5uurh Iegalîzed formis af iaiquiuy arc
permîteti w continue for years watbout earnesu effort
for tFeir extinction, as il; any wander chat nations who
talerat their existence become the abjects ai unruiti-

gated "~otn and reptoaLh t The Christian peupit tq
Great Beita;n tire strenuously endeavouring ta gire
tht Gospel ta tht inhabitants af China, Afrita am4
ladin, but bow cars they meet the taunts af the hea.
then people of those lands when they cail attention
ta thet fcint the opium traffic was forced upon the
Chinese against express remonstrance, and bas bet
sulTtred ta continue for ntarly balf a century ? The
explorer and the missionary peneurat tht ition of
Arica, and tht representatives ai Blritish and (;et.
man commerce, as the v4nguard af civilizatian, fi.
low their iootsteps with seul aad body.destroyin,
liquor. In military cantoaments in India clegraded
native women sire kept under authonitative regula.
tions. These are very dark biots an tht (air lame ci
Great l3ritain. If tht heathen af foreiga lands ce
be muade ta undcrstand that in that Christian nation
ihere is a strong desire for their moral and spiritua
advanccment, they cannot fait ta be convinced by whas
they sec that there aisa cxîsts a grved of gain that %%
nat deterred by the fact that tht methods it pursuts
are certain ta bc destructive ta vast numbers of its
vicîims. Blut heathens, like somc others, are flot in
the habit of drawing fiae distinetions. Thty art onil
tou rcady ta conclude that tht effort ta givo them the
Gospel is insincere, or that il la only a round-about
method ai more tharoughly making merchandîse of
theru.

At tht meeting held for tht purposeofa protesting
against the continuance ai these evils, Sir Arthur
lllackwood presidtd, and struck tht kcy.note an A
speech ai much energy and directness He showed
clearly that much af tht biamne for the continuance of
tht evils deplored iay at tht door ai the Christian
Cburch, because, by its apaîhy and:silence, it was vin-
tually toicrauing a sînte of tbings that wvas nlot only a
reproach ta Christianity, but a disgracc ta civilized
nations. IlThe practices," hoe said, "lcarried out by
Christian nations, and authoriztd and e.aiorcedl by su.
calied Christian gavernments, have much ta bear of
tht blame for our want af success. hI is aur business
ta lift up aur voices, and that wvith no bated breatb,
and in nu indistinct xaanntr, ta declare, in thii aat
ai tht Lord, and on tht ground of every obligation
that we owt ta Him who bas redeemed us by Hiu
blood, that, s0 far as lies in aur power, sa far as aut
pratests anti prayeri cati effect il, these deaclly evils
shall bc stayed, and by Gad's help, be impassible for
tht future." A strangly-warded restitution cou.
demnatory ai tht China opium trade was maved
by Mr. Hudson Taylor, oi tht China lnland Mission,
if ivas ably supported anmd unanimousiy carried.

Tht destructive effects ai tht drink traffic among
tht native races in Airica tvas eloquently denounced
by Dr. William M. Taylor, ai New York. Ht clearl
showed that national camplicity with this demoraliziDg
lurm ai trade, paying for the natural producis of
Africa with gin wculd nlot only bc injuriaus ta cami.
merce, but would in tisme be -tîsited by retribuioa,
quotiiag tht saying, Iltht governmtnt ai God is resu:.
tht goverfiment ai God is moral; tht goveu-nment of
God is retncibutive," and cittd the Indîin Muiw, zzi
tht American civil war as impressive illustrations
that national tolerance oi great evils leads ta terrible
calamities. Tht retotution dealing with tht subject.
%vas carrieti with enthusiasm.

Mr. Alfred S. Dyer, tyho had recentiy returned front
India, and wbo badi devoteti earnest and persistent
effort to arouse attention ta tht scandalous course of
tht Indian Goverament in its direct sanction af vice
was tht chief speaker in faveur ai tht resoiutîa;
bearing on a question that bas given risc ta enMretîr
anmd indignant remonstrance. l3ecause ai bis efforts
in seekîng tht suppression ai this iniquity, Mr.
Dyer had been subjected ta bitter onslaught, sind

imaiignant critidism. Tht warrnth ai bis reception in
Exeter Hall shawed that bc was fervently loved "foi
tht enem les be bad muade." He made a powerful piet
for the discontinuance: ai an evil that disgrace5
humanity. Dr. G. M. Post ably seconded the resoa-
tion vzhich, vehilt condemning tht course of the IndÏan
governiment, acknowledged the prompt action ai tihe
British House ai Commons in condemning thse
government sanction of vice in lndia. IlAitl bonour.'
bce said, Il ta those noble men wbo bave stood up and
vindicattd tht right. 1 repudiate and neyer oi bis
lieve tht accusation that tht rnedical profession stands
bchind these acts. I have been a rnember ai that pro-
fession foir twenty-seven vcars 1 say tbat wben yon
press this inatter on your legisiative bodies, you mai
rely upon tht niedical profession bcing with you.n
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