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AmrR soîtling smre busine2s matters the Pt a.Pres.
byterisu Couticil sat do-a te a regulat course olessay
readir-g The managing committea bail Invicd, s0
many distlugulihed men Io prepar.. papers on import-
ant subjects that tbere wras Utile lime te do anythiug
but read theni. Whcîber the Coancl an Itve long
under any dircumrstances la a quesîL.a sometimes
asked. but iongevlty ts an imposs1bliîy without dis.
eussion. Tt la admitted on a&l boids that thse body
bas no vcry deflullo or practical abject la meeting
oxoept ta ý.amn cacr i ter up by dlscusslng great
themos. If the discussion siasply consista ln Mailing
papersowevergood tisopapersand great theirauthors
thse days of thse Council arm numbered. Clergymen
and Professors arc flot so fond of listenlng te cach
allier read that they vil long go round thea vorld for
tbÎt purpose alone. A man taises tir more Intereat
ln a paper vison ho knows that as soon as It la read
hoe may dip la bis oratorical aar. Hall the papers
would suit much isctter thas the whale.

*faa celebratian of bpurgconà s ftuth btrthday bas
set a large number of critics at work ta tnd out thse
secret af tise grcat preacher smarveoas paver. Thse
taskIs n ut an easy ane. lndced it ts AmposslWe to
name the qualities tîtat inako Spurgeon visat Ae is.
He bas a vast amoant of consecratcd zeal, but se have
hundreds af othet mma He bas great commun senso
and first dlass organ&;ng poster, but many aticu bave
thes quaities ia as great a degrer. Hundreds of
comparatlvely unknown men have more learnng. He
preaches the Gospel, but su do tbousands ot altier
preachers. One critic asserts tisat his great and long
continuel success arises mainly from, thet fact that tic
preaches I ordinary Englisis and net in the suffi
silied, tediniczl language so frequently licard tn tht
pulpit In ail countries. Uudoubtedly there ti sorie
force la iis vitw. Takt up any ontof bis thousands
of sermons and read any paragrapli, and you find a
nervous, lucid, direct style of address. One /eed that
sermon wa» spoken by a living man t oiter mon
In whoa lie badl an undylng interest. It Is thre very
antitbeÀis of the essay style. A preacher reading ont
of t.lose sermons cannt be]p asking himse'l . laI
It possible ta preacli a sermon In, that style and irrite
It ? P Ho don't bellove tisai it is. Spurgeon himseli
could not do fI. One clanment at Icast of bis long
continel power Is his abillty tu treat spiritual trutbs
jusi as John Bright or Gladstone or any oiter great
orator bandies secular ttuth.

IT ta caiistantly c.hargcd againsi one of the great
polfical. parties tisai I calta itself IlRearni II but lbu
no reformi plairax. It is no part ai aur doîy te say
ho« mucis truth-il aay-iserc ta in ts charge. We
do desire, however, ta cali the attention cf bath par-
ties ta a number of urgent questions tsat lie on the
borderland btelveen polies and moraiîy tisat any
statesnian of eltht- party migisi reisder good servir- to,
the country by taking up. WVe brie fiy touched jupon
surie of these I lat aur i issue, ansd consider theni cf
suc7 Importance tisai vo refer ta tlier again. Tisty
have iiotbing to do tritis the N. P. o; the Boundary
Award, but some oftiexa are of asucl more importace
t1ian cubher. ______

FoR e=arple, vre need a bctîer law at prescrit for
the preventiori af Sabbath desecration. Undoubtcdly
a large majority cf the Ime of tbis Dominion desire
ta bavd oneday in seven as adayof ras? Any
respectable public man wha took this malter la band
wduld net oaiy aic~' duîy-he wauld, Win the
respect af tlree-fourths of thse best pçople In tise
Donsirlop. 01 course tisere are difficultes lo be over-

came, but Any great question la beset ,vith difficultles.
There la a field boere for any god mart wba w[slies ta
serv bis country weIL

A LAR JE nmjoriîy af the people a! Ontlario vrouldl
Ilire ta sec somo nov regulations made la regard ta
t use of the Bible as it cis-book in aur public

tchads. This subject ts ripe for legislatlon. The
large oeilW*" bodies are substantially agreed. Whyr
uhould act &orne proraînent statesman o! Ontario I
brlng down a guod practicai measure un Ibis subject 1

W& tbluli vo kaow ose reason why aur bast public
mma do not taise as mucli Interoat la sucis questions as
wo think lbey migisido. Etectors who aimaprofeis ta
bo .hrLstians cever give :% man credit for a oeasur
tha. (tocs not saveur ai party. Supposing a public
man of one party brougbt In a gond Sabbatb law,
mca calling itielves Christiains wauld verk up
feeling againsi him at the next tlecîlon on account of
tisai very law, il îhey could malte a Uttle maiserable
politica capital by sa dolng. This ls a malt humiU-
ating fact, but i is a tact ail flhc saine. Tea many of
aui people are polltictans first, and tempermnce nmem
babbatarn andi Chrisilans afterwards. There là
preclous Utile encouragemsent for men ta legislate una
moral questions LE tht good lawa tbey pas. ar e beb
used la deleating tserniat the polis.

CHURCI! M SIC

O NE îbiug la the Prosyterlan Churcin t Caniada
that affords greai rom for improvement Is

sscred music. A hopefisl slgn of advance la tiss
divine art III the attention that Is lielng de'votd ta tihe
subject People are becosning maie xlive ta lîs inm-
partance, and variaus efforts a-a bting msade ta brlng
about a much needed reforni. M usit. bas lis attractions
for ait classes af pt-ople, bence tht rniadlness In sanie
country districts te welcome tise visits cf the peri-
patetir musical advenlurer Who optas bis slng
classe In Uie rural sclieol bouses, and affards, If
noting bolier, an agreoible pastinue for thse young
people durig thse long winter evenings. Thse slaglng
scisool cf carlier days Io rapldly becomi.ig a remisAs-
cence cf the pasi. ls usefalss ta gane. ht Would
bc Wolf if fi vert replaced by smarn mare efficient
mens of stirnulnîing andi dlreciing the mu.ical educa-
don cf the young.

Our compreiensive systen cf education very pro-
perly malces provision to a linslled extent fait eaching
ssusic lu the public schools. This Important brs.nch
cf culture migis: vus advantage be cansIderably ex.
tended. Besld,-s belng helpfial In awakenlng a laoe
for music, aud laying a gond fouadation for subse-
quent advances, it wouid afford, a welcome and agrec-
able respite for thse mnotonaus grlsd te wblch Use
pupIls cf tisee days are subjectcdl.

There ta a noticeable Impravement la the general,
apprediation. af igh-class music b>' the commuslty.
An oratorio, for instance, Is not nov listened ta wIhh
ill.conceaied, weariness, or, as- vas not lnfrequently
the case, under the pleasig fiction of llstenlng ta tise
music ihe people seezard ta enîcrti the opinion
that lis chief purpose vras ta pravide an artlutic back
graund for a rattling fire cf àiiy chatter. That bas
Wall nigh dlsappeared, and niait auditors seçza ta
catch th* spirit a! tise insplrig stirn&

The Importance o! music la the higisest spisore ta
whics fi can bo applled-tht service cf God-is
demonstrntid b> tise promainent place it bas assumait
la aIl great religlous mnovements. Its lnil=ece mias
poverfuily and immeiatelu ftIt durlog thse early days
ai thse Reformat. on. Luthes fan, dness for music la
proverbial. Tihe Wesleys gave It special prominenca
in tise greai r,'wlval that tssued la the foundlng of
Methodsm la aur awa Lime, voe bave sees thse grad
effects produccd by tise consecrated musical talent o!
Ira D. Sankey.

Many are af opinion that Presisyterians bave not
given the service of pralso the attention the'. slianld.
Ii, nay ho that thiy~ are nlot b',btrd some ofa their
nelgihaours In ibis respect, but sucis c"onlaion-if
consolation It be-is at besi but neggnive It wauld
be wrang ta say thai il lias been indIfféren! an tise
question cf sacred music, but i is undenlablo tisat In
too many Instances tisere As a lamentable indiffaretice ta
visat ouglit ta be ane ai thse brigistest and moai Inupres.
sive parts af sacred worsisip. Tht cultivathon uf musie
generafly bas tendait ta tise development of a maore
artlstlc taste, but as yet lt bas aimait faied. to

beuefit the service cf sacred sang, one effect, tem-
pt ..-y It Is tab hobped, là tisai la largo cil>' cou-
gregaîlaus, wbere music bas ia man' vrais been
Improveti, thse congregation d eta loin la the
sinçln2g. Tht>' prefer tu listea admiringir ta thse
finely «.raine volces of tht choir. and the oWgn
accompaulment. Tht>' seem tu be afrald ta swai
the volumse of pralse lest Uic>' mar a fine performance.
Tisis has an Anlurlaus effeet. Splrltually m'ude:l
vworahîppers l as Il Ibis vas a pervrsion 4f publie
wiorslslp. To tisen It appears ta ho the substitution of
an antiuc nerfarnuance for tise iseart-felt andi satern
oul.pouring cf thse moeul la sacred sang as an aci cf
sAcred warshlp. Tht ezvectIoln seomu resanablo
t iba sucs a state of thinga ta transition. Thie MOre
gcneral diff'usion of musical cultture Vii taSe fi for
thse baody cf worsblppors "a pleamat tbing ta uiag
praises ta aur God.n

As e vidence that tise importance cf tbt subjec
As ltd coanectina vuus tho services cf the Projhy.

teflxCiurcs, 1: ma>' bc Instancotid tisai the Hymnal
ComiceS bave luit Issued a Psalter vils musia

"Jcedad arracged under mait carduîi and campe.
tantsuevso.TeSndoHaitnadLn n
ait its last meeting dcvoted soma trne ta the cousider.
atlan af lise subjeci, and la accardanr- vits a'recoin-
mnendatian marie b>' iben tht Hyma Cansmitwe at
tsc General Assemb>', on recelving a guarainîce,
prcnised ta Issueo an editian vith, the talc.sol.<a
natation. As tht action of tht Syned refened ta
stade a mavo la the rigisi direction. the followtng
extract ro trh e mainutes of proceedlngs may b h erm
transcrtbed:

Mtr F. B. Stewart. (rom thse causmlttîc appointeid ai
laut Synad, gave ta thse repart on CongregatinasilPulmosdy
l'bc report vas received and the recomnmendations ai tig,
report consideredi triatm sud thse follawang uilapted:

"That tise cammittee be te.appoated i nstructions
ta c"rr ont as ftr ui practicable Uie (ollowlng suggestions
madle ta rep>' ta their citcular. i.- Tise appointmexsi of
une o: moto t<chcera of alogtng ta visAt santi conreeallana
as oea> appl>' for them, sud oigazize cimves under the
direction at the coumlittee, ani aocmpanied by addreusa
an Psalmudy. 2. Encauraglog caiagrnationa ta use tise
îcxsit.sol-fa metisod cf teaclsîng as an excellent &nfi simele
means ai securlug profic4ecusy au muascai karwedge. 3.
Encouragglug leaders of Palmady ta .IcAflI, themîcives toi
the cfUcieni discisaTge O! their Important dutica 4. TbaLt
ministers mvtisin thse boinda of the Syaod bc recommeuded
tu> btaog tht sub;ct et praise trequen:tl beioc tser coopte-
gations, ana tisat tise> ose tia an ocace Io acre th:
adoplias lu everr congregatlan ai tise Sttish PWnter, the
bookofPshm Tunm about ta bc publialset b>' the Au.
sezub> s Committee. 5. TisaI a petton bc sent ta Uie
Mînisîi o! Edascation, caling lits attention ta thse tmýor.
tnte ni having singiug taugist la ail ow uaaablic scisoola.

TUE CENTRAL INDIA MISSION

R ECENT communications trra Centrai Isidia do
nat show tluai any bettes understandlng betveen

aur mlsslonaries and Uic state officiais btas been
reached. No nev lacis bave corne ta ilgis. h acems
that thse bostift> of the local native authorities ta bc-
comling more bitter and relentless. Tht operations
af thet misslonartes are bampered and hnterfèed vits
ai ever>' tutu. Crawds, listenIng to tbeir Instructions
in Uic open air have beau dls&....ed la a rougît and
violent manner, thse misslanaries ilieseves belng la-
suIted and rudl>' troated. Eveu iha conslng fer
Instruction ta tiselboute of tise nilssianar> have been
driven avay. Remonstrance bitisorto bus been in
vain. Access bas beas saughi ta tise Mahar;jah Hol-
Sar. It vas supposedl that an Interview witis the native
rater vould bave le ta saute kind of an uaderstand.
ig b>' vblch tht usissionarles coulti bave contlnoed
tiseir vork vithomit molestaton and the people of
Indore been grantedl tise exercise c! religians liberty.
To applications for sucis Interviews an abdurate silence
Io tsaIntained.

Tht Canadian Missionarles In Central India bave
faithfuliy cantued their work as oppartuity offered.
Tise> have bâes :ontanding for a valurable principle.
They bave bees fighting net oni>' theïr own battis b-at
that of tht mlshaary cause theme They> bave
laboured to secure ta the peaple ai the Native States
kreedonu of conscience and religions toleratian. Very
properly tbcy haio declined ta aci on thse tinsld counise
te give up thm cantestiand go eLsisere. Fallowing
sudh advico taoi ofient enables a bad cause te triumph,
andi h takes year ta recver lest graund. If Holkar
succecti I l thuttlng thse Gospel out cf Indore, otiter
natire miens vill ho ni-d>' ta falloir bis c.aazple, and
the cause ci C"hriatan truth la thse n=Ive states ai
1Idia wrould bo ýjreatIy hindered. Tho misslanjules


