j bodes ill for thase fool-hardy enough to follow the ex-

? and failed in drawing prizes. This is the veriest tri.
| flng. It is not from such that condemnation on moral

B the commurity whe auld under no circums’ances
¥ countenance an evil that religion, reason, and common-

-,

B statute book to protect the people from their demor-
B alzing effect.  If the faro-bank and thres card monte

L the bypocritical guise of bencvoence and religion, ;
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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

afford striking testimony to the power of Christian
influences. In the greater past of the Island, idolatry,
with its dread superstition and crueltles, . '3 baen
eMaced, Humane laws bave replaced the barbaritles
previousty existing.  Siavery, if not altogether extinct,
has been so modified that it may reasonakly be ex-

soon to become a thing of the past, The old
and unjust systems of land teaura have glven place to
more equitutle laws, and & measure of respousible
government has been obuaine’. An excollent sys.
tem of education bas been established. Laws probib.
jting the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors
have been passed; and the cultivation of the pappy has
been declared illegal, so that the diink and the opium
curses may not blight this young clvilisation, Thus
the beneficent influence of Cheist’s religion has been
powerfully felt in stasting this new nationality on a
prosperous career.  Should the French persist in their
ageresalve designs there Is reason to fear that their
influence would not be conducive to the truginterests
of the Malagasys. Their participation in the slave
trade in the neighbouring istands under their control,
and the harassing obstacles they have interposed to
prevent its suppression by British cruisers, render it
probable that this datk evil would be again enconrnged,
The French fight for glory, at least so they say, but
what plory would there be in forcing a quarrel on a
people who have piven them no real occasion for
what appears at present a purposeless and unjustifiable

aggression |
THE LOTTERY AND THE LAW,

pROCEE DINGS have been instituted against some

of the partles implicated in the Lorndon Masonic
Gift Enterprize.  What the result of the prosecution
may be cannot at present be aaticipated. The law
probibiting lotteries is sufiiclently explict, and the
parties who have initiated the sults in the Toronto
Police Court are deserving of commendation. The
method adopted, though apparently roundabout, is in
accordance with the provisions of the Jtatute, Those
who advertise, buy or sell lottery tickets can be pro-
ceeded against as well as those who have gained
prizes. All the offtnding parties in the present in-
stance bave not yet been reached, and no doubt many
will escape ; but ifit can be shown that thelawisnota
dead letter, the pending prosccutions may be sufficient
to deter others who might be disposed to embark in
such demoralizing enterprises. It seems strange,
however, that the originators of the scheme were not
first made an example of. It is clear that in starting
and carrying through the London Lottery they did an
illegal thing for which they ought to be beld strictly
accountable. All who participated in it may be pun-
isnable, but the chief offenders were those who pro-
fited most by the proceeds, and tempted so many to
risk their money on the turn of the wheel, Surelythe
society for the suppression of vice do not contemplate
that only the advertisers, the buyers and sellers of
tickets, and those who drew prizes are to be made
amenable to the law, and the high toned promoters of
theillezal enterprise permitted to go free.  If justice
1s to be meted out, let it be even-handed.

It is very gratifying to see that the public condem.
nation of debasing gambling under respectable
auspices has been severe and outspokea. Thehighest
Masonic authorities have disowned the London lottery.
The press of the country has spoken of it as it de-
served ; and ministers of various denominations bave
simply done their duty in denouncing an evil that
would speedily become most injurious in its effects,
The moral sense of the community has been aroused,
and the healthy and hearty indignation expressed

ample set by pa-ties interested in the London Masanic
Temple. It is entirely beside the mark to say that
the strong expressions of adverse opinion proceed
from those who invested in the disc- editable gambling

grounds is likely to come, The indignant remonstran-
ces are the sutcome of the outraged moral sense of

sense aliks condemn.
The law forbidding lotteries has been placed on the

are repressed by the strong hand of the law, all gift

ought to be prohibited. Why the framers of the Act
mace an exception in favour of lotteries connsgcted
with these objects Is a punsle.  That religlon or bene.
volence must be of a epurious kind that cares to have
such a questionuble exemption In its favour. The
sooner such a sadrical exception is removed from the
Act the better,

EVANGELISTIC WCRK.
ESTIMATE OF REV. R, W, DALE, BIRMINGHAM.

THE EXCITRMENT OF A SOHER RIND.

What comes of it all? Is it not mere excitement ?
Do you teach outsiders? Are not the majority of
the people who attend such meetings those who
reguiatly go to church or chapel? Is there any-
thing of permaaence in the results? [ will try to
answer these questions as cleatly and definitely as 1
can, DBefore doing so Mz Dale remarked that ne
thought such inquiries came strangely from some of
those who propose them. Ic great political agitation
there was no outcty against excltement. Hebad seeafar
moro violent excitement in a meeting on the question
of national education, or the extension of the franchise,
than he had ever seen at the services in Bingley Hall,
Yet such excitement --as never complained of, but
rather commended. In such matters they did not
scruple to ally thaunselves with every noble and
generous passion, or to kindle the imagination of
those whom they wished to influence. If this was
tegitimate in politics why was it lilegitimate in matters
of religion? Besides that, continued Mr. Dale, the ex-
citement that has beenssoused at Bingley Hall hasbeen
of a very quiet and sober kind. Formyown part, I wish
that in our ordinary services there were less of dult and
sluggish indifference,that the imagination were wore
cfien fired, that a strong and deep emotion were more
frequently avoked. These are great moments, whena
man is lifted above tke ordinary levels of life; when
he sces a fair vision of righteousness he has pever
endeavoured to attain; when he is thrilled by some
noble example of unselfishness to courage and faith ;
when a new and vivid sense comes to him of the
infinite tendemness of the Divine love ; when he dis-
covers how transient and cvanescent are the common
successes of the world compared to the blessedness of
alifein God; =hen he feels the immense contrast
between these brief mortal years and the eternity by
which they are surrounded.

WHO FORM THE CONGRKGATIONS.

Do we reach outsiders? Arve not the majority of
those who attend the meetings segular church and
chapel goers? No doubt in these great audiences
there are always a considerable number who for years
have heen the centre of religious earnestness in their
coogregations. But there are also many who, though
they are regular in attendance on public worship, are
conscious that from the wearisome monotoay of their
lives, or through their troubles and cares, ot perhaps
through their increasing matenal prospenty, the
august realities of ths unseen and eternal world are
less majestic, lcss awful, and less glorious to them than
in former years. They go trusting that the foundation
of their faith in Gog, and the splendour of their im-
mortal hopes, and their reverence for the Divine will
may be renewed.

There are others who once had faith, but have lost
it—lost it, * mean, as the vital energy 1n their charac-
ter, as the law of their hife, as the source of their con-
solation, though they stll attend public worship.
They hops that that faith will be re-quickened;
though it slumbers, 1t 15 not dead, and they long to see
it once more active and enesgetic,

There are some ¢ven of those who attend public
worship, tc whom che vision of God has very rarely
come, and with whom 1t has never remained long,
‘They have gone to Bingley Hall hoping that the
revelation of the Divine righteousness and love may
ceturn and may become a real force in their lives.
There are some, too, who have broken away from all
association with the Christian Church, and some who
have been living coarse and vicious lives—rough,
violent, drutken men and women., These, too, if 1
may judge from what I know of the audiences of
cight years ago, have been found in the crowds at
Bingley Hall—swept in by the stream, are attracted
by the singing or induced to go by seme ngighbour,
or relative, or tract’ distributor, or city missionary.
These ate the cutsiders in tae extreme sense of the

esierprises, particularly those that are launched under

word. There wese many of them at the meetings

when Mr. Mosdy and Mr. Sankey were here before, |
do not daubt that thers have been many of them into
the hall during the last fortnight.

RE\LITY FROVED DY PERMANENCR.

The resu'ts of this work results proved by the ex-
perience ¢f eight years ago—are a proof that thq
power and grace of God are associated with them,
And this is the grouod on which we feel its perma-
nence. \Ve believe in things iovisible and divine; we
believe that God has not forsaken the world which He
created, and to which He has revealed His (nfinite
tighteousness and love in the person ofthe Lord Jesus
Christ. We believe that when human hearts are
touched with a sense of guilt, and appeal to Him for
His mercy, and are humiliated with the consciousness
of weakaess, He listens to their appeal with pity and
compassion, such as'a father has for his children.
He grants the remission of sins that they ask for, and
He grants the strength that they invoke. He enables
them to break with the vices from which they could
never have escaped without divine power ; in response
to their cry, Heleads them out of the darkness of their
old hfe into the eternal light.

You may perhaps find—1 could find—things to ob-
ject to in the intellectual forms in which eternai
truths are stated. But are any of us quite sure that we
have hit upon the intellectual forms which perhsps
represent eternal truths 7 Are not all our intellectual
conceptions of things divine meze approximations to
the absolute realities for which they stand? The real
test of the essential and substantial value of any intel-
I3ctual conception of a truth is this—whether through
it 2 man finds his way to rightcousness and to God.
All criticism that comes short of the central question
is tdle and supetficial, when applied to this great sub-
Ject.  And I think that the experience of eight years
completely satisfies me that the power and grace of
God were wonderfully associated with these services
in 1875. 1 confidently believe that the same power
and the same grace are associated with them stiil,

SUNRISE AND NOON.

There are some, perhaps, in this congregation, who
have recently, and through these services, been led
to desire a larger, and freer, and’ purer, and diviner
lite ; who have discovered that Christ is the way, at
once to God and to that life the vision of which haunts
them : who have resolved in the streagth of God to
rective the supernateral life that Christ gives to those
who trust in Him, and to let it reveal itself in conduct
and in character, Let me remind them that the ex-
ceptional charm which they have found in these
services will not be found in the ordinary services of
the Christian Church. [t is very possible that no such
clear and vivid statements of Christian truth—state-
ments [ mean that make the truth as clear and as
vivid as the statements to which you have listened at
these services—will be heard from my lips, or the lips
of other Christian ministers to whom you may be
expecting to listen. It is unquestiorable that the
preacher by whom you have besn 2o deeply stirred
has not only a passionate devciion to the Lord Jesus
Christ and a large acquaintance with human nature,
but that he has als- a touch of genius in him that
cannot be communicated ; it must be given to be pos.
sessed at all.  But let me also remind you that God
will be near. If something of the passion and the
romance and the excitement gathering around the
beginning of your Christian life must pass away, God
will graat you, if you trust Him for it, the steady illum-
ination of His Spirit. There is a radiant splendour
about the sunrise that vanishes long before the sun
has reached his noontide brightness, But, if the
splendour has gone, the brightness has increased. So
in the Christian life, though something of the early
passion may soon pass away, instead of passion comes
solid, manly strength, from the inspirauion of the
Spirit of God. If passion is good, if excitement 15
good, the steady strength that we need for practical
common dutv iz better still. I ask you to believe that
there are no forms of righteousness impossible to
;{xose who vy upon the love and strength of God.

men.

‘THE Dundas © Banner " Oltawa corresp.ondent says
in a recent Jotter : ¢ In most of tke Ottawa churches
seats are specially set apart for members, and the fact
is worthy of record that the people’s repressntatives
as a rule, are very steady church goers—espedially
those who ‘foregather’ at The Windsor.® Where
do the habitues of the Russell and the Grand Union
go?
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