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pleasant task to add information to intelligence.
He who has assisted to vaise a people from u stute
of debusement, hus peiformed a work of arduous-
ness and diiliculty,—and his reward is great and
indestructible ; Jess grand the triumph, but infi-
nitely more pleasing the occupation, of him who
but lends kis zid, in the company of many la-
bourers, in the like cause to improve and enlarge
the nlready intellectual appetite of a population,
and to contribute to the proper and laudable grati-
ficntion of thai appetite. The latter ia the case
with those who attempt 10 assist the cause of li-
terature, in Nova Scotia.  Its inhabitants, com-
pused as they are of the descendants of various
1nces, have risen hitherto in the scale of mankind
by their industry and energy. They now sce
that the progress of wealth and of happiness de-
pends greatly ou that of a svlid and refined litera-
ture, and of liberal and ealightened science. They
arp therefore an intelligent people. Of them it
‘cannot be said, that * famine still vrges on o la-
bour—want still forbids knowledge.”” ‘Their
bread, it is true, is still won by toil.  But former
toil and former perseverance have brought them
‘thus far on, that a thirst for information—a desive
for much that is lofty and nuble—has been excit-
ed,—and they now present the appearance of a
small and enterprising population, ready to press
forward in purenit of those ohjects whosa Li-
umph will add puwer and enlightenment, and
-consequent wealth and ease. In the domestic
growth a2 people, no point is more interesting
than this. It is here that the ruler, who has la-
-boured wearily to ruise the people from igno-
rance, finds his way become more simple and
more sure. Ile has not now to be in advance of
the spisit of the age, and look back with depres-
sion at the toilsome march yet before the great
-mass of his feillow countrymen. He has only to
-leep pace with them in a steudy progression, aid-
ing—animating—them in their exeitions, and mi-
nistering to their intellectual wants. 1In this huis
assisted by all who have the welfare of their na-
tive land at heart  Aud this is the case with No-
va Scotia. The mechanic, the farmer, the la-
bourer, all who are toiling for their daily bread,
feel the importance of an acquisition of kuow-
ledge. The merchant, the aristecrat, those who
have already open to them the many doors of the
tample of scicuce, feel, or ought to feel, that a
first duty—and not only duty, but interest—is to
give an iopulse to the literature of the Jund in
which they live. And he who possesses an abi-
lity. however moderato,—a perseverance that is
indomitable, —a con! emmons of great things, ~
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will find no fitter goal for his lofiiest and b
brightest hopes—his high-steung and untiring en.
ergies—than the happiness which must flow fiom
the prosecution of so grand a cause.  Itis for hig
to encourrge a love of those pure and inexhaust.
ible waters, which spring from every pore of na-
ture to which the hand of science shall direct the
magic wand ;—it is for hir to bid the spivit bur,
as it grusps at those boundless subjects which the
Giver of Good hath thrown open to its view ;—
and, when the long cou:se of his labours shatl have
fulfilled their purpose, it is for him, asa rich re-
ward, tv look back upon the scene, and belioid
intellect brighter:ed by his resolves, and a peopie
ennobled by his toil !

And the usefulness —the moral influence of the
wan who gursues this path, are our aims. True
it is that our sphere may be a contracted one, the
diiliculties many, the labour arduous, and at first
unfiuitful § but we are content that our own way
shali be rugged, if we may but smooth, by a few
tlowers, the more toilsome pilgrimage of others,
Should we surceed in prometing the love of books,
which is the first proof of an intellectual dawnisg,
and in furnishing a nutittious food to the mmd
thus awakened to its wants, among those classes
why are destined to labour, our object will have
been accomplished. 'The fruits of this are sure.
Thereby shall many an bour in toilsome and
weary lives be sweetened, thereby shall the cul-
ture of a succeeding geuneration be characterized
by an elevation and rofinement, and theieby shail
want and penary, with their ghastly train, be di-
minished. Our share in producing this amelio-
ration and improvement will be bat small. In
this great field there ure many labourers. One
unoccupied department we have selected, and to
aid us in our task, we call the fow who have
gained that which we are desirous to bestow on
all.  The man of wealth, the man of influence,
the man of talent, have power,—and they hai:
duties. And so, likewise, have the graceful and
bloonting : power more resistlesss, though moe
gentle, than that of man,~ duties ac lofty, aad
yet the exeicise of which is not incompatible
with the social virtues. “I'o the educated, in 1e-
turn, we offer much that is amusing, much, we
trust, that is informing.  DBut avery class it is
our desir: not only to entertain, bat to instruct —
to improve. Shonld our motives be found pure,
our eflorts worthy, it will be in accordunce with
many virtees to lend an impuise to the labour.
No man can sincerely love his country who is un-
wi'ling to assist in Jaying the foundation of her
ren! waolfyre




