Q Memoir of the Rev. Jokn Wesley, (1. M.

heart.  Yet, as the ~cience and decds of ~uch, cluefly confine our stten-
tion to the presentlife, we shall not be conecived ot asdepreciating either
when we maintain that,in relation to moralbeings< theic want=, their ea-
pabalities—thair destiniccthey ave, and oughi tobe] of less consideration
than the character, the example-the intluence of “the minn of God.” Human
knowledge, valuable as it ieally i~, can never taen arveliznous influence
and without its cultivation, knowledge can he but of tawporary worth,

With these views we ofivr no apology for connnencing our work
with o Memwir of the venerable man whose name stands at the head of
tLis article, fur the paFticulars of which we uve indebted priucipally to
a recent Life of the Rev. John Wesley, by the Rev. Richard Watson of
London.

John Wesley, the sccond ~on of the Rev. Samuel Wesloy, a piuus
and learned divine of the English Chureh, and Susanna, daughter off
Dr. Samuel Annesly, an eminent non-conformist minister, was horn
on June 17:h. 1703, at his futher’s rectory at Epworth in Lincalushire,
Until Le was sentin 1714, to the Charier House School in London, he
was instructed by his mother, a woman of rare endowments, who fele
herself especially interested in his welfare, in consequence of his provi-
dentinf escape, when but #ix vears old, from heing burned to death wi:en
the parsonage was consamed by fire. At school ¢ he was noticed for hix
diligence and progress in learning; ~and tor his quietness, vegularity, and
appiication, he heeame a favorite with the master, Dr. Walker, At 17,
vears of age he was elected io Christ Chureh, Oxford, where he pursued
his studies with cuch advantage, that at 21, he appeared the very sensible
and acute Collegian; a young fellow of the finest classical taste, of the
most liberal, and menly sentimeucs.*

When preparing to take deacon’s owders, he was roused from the re-
lizious earelessness into which he had fallen at College, and applied him-
self diligently to the reading of divinity. The practical wor ks most readby
him at this period were < The Christian Petern® by Thomas A. Kempis,
and Bishop Taylor®s ¢ Rule< of Holy Livizg and Dying.” This was anim-
portant period in his lite, and probubly, had he had more suitable iustrue-
tion as to the g .-pel wethod of Sabyation, than those writings can xup-
ply to persons in his civeumstances; or then he hadreceivad from his excel-
lent mother on the points suguested for consideration by him, who held
her judgment in the hichest cstunation, he would earlier have enjoyed
those consolations which vital godiiness inspires, and which afterwards he
enjoyed through life. At this early period he appears to Lave heen per-
suaded of the possibility of obtaining a comfortable evidence, through the
influence of the Huly Spitit, of heing in a state of salvation, although he
was greatly perplexed as to the mean- of obtaining it: and he made an im-



