The Unity of the Church. 131

old Catholic substratum froe to act once more. The Pope has been urgimf forward
tho most extravagant devotions to the Blossed Virgin, in the belief that ske wculd
* extinguish all heresies, ”” and add a erowning triumph to the power of the Papacy.
The result does not do any such high credit to the means,  Sinco the definition of
the new dogma in her honor, the Pope has been nearly stripped of his dominions;
and there is a strong probabitity that the remainder—the city of Rome with the
sinall district surrounding it,—will be annexed to Italy and the temporal power of
the Pope come to-un end.  We have. his own word—the word of ** infallibility, >
be it remembered—that the temporal power is nezessary for the maintenance of the
Spiritual power of the Popedom.  T'%hat we are ready to believe { and when the
ond fulls, the other—unless dufallibility is greatly mistaken, or changes its miud,
and it can do both when it has o mind to—falls also, Tho replics to the Poje
touching the now. Dogma show that large portions of the Episcopate in communion with.
Rowe are not disposed to co all lengths with Ultramontanisin,  The Italian Parlia-
ment has voted the abolition of monasticism in Italy ; and the number of Episcopal
Sees in that country will be cut down from 235 to 69, thus rendering it impossible
that fla'y alone should have numorical majority on the assembling of any . future
Couneil. © The Biblo in the vornacular, and a constant series of reforming publien-
tiops, on true primitive principles, ave freely civculnted everywhere ; and a flouyish-
ing Socioty within the Church is Iaboring strenuously for a true Roformation.
Austrin, the ehiof secular reliance of the Pope, has been struck down in the late
tremendous war, has lost her hold gn Italy entirely, aud forfeited her leadership in
(rermany. Heroafter, the more Chtholic minded of the German theologians, !l)i! e
Hirscher and Dollinger, will find that no pressure can he brought upon them sufh-
~cient to keep them down. The fumous Concordat with Rome is blown to the -
winds.  France—the dstensible support of the Papacy, and tha real support of
Italy, —France, whom the Pope detests while compelled to fawn upon her Emperor,
~I'rance who is the rea! object of the Fucyclical more than.any other‘one nation,
—rance scems, with each successive change in hor Episcopate, to be growing
more moderate ; while such divines as the late Laborde and Prompsault and the
living Guettee loaven more and more her theology. The divorce grows wider daily
between the Papacy and the onward-rushing spirit of the age : and .each day there-
foro brings neurer the final and irreversiblo breach -between the two. With Italy,
Germany and France fullen atvay from Ultramontanism, thore is not another nation-
al Chureh in Communion with Rome powerful énough to resist the return to true
Catholicism. - . ) ' : ‘
Meanwhile, for a number of years past, the Anglo-Continental Society hag been
at-work, diffusing publications in Latin, German, French, and Spanish, in which
are set forth the true principles of the Anglican Reformation : and muoch’ good hus
been done therohy, both in raising the Church of England in the opinion of Conti-
nental Christinas, and in sowing secds of future reform where it was most needed.
Notlong after this wads in operation, unather and very difforent Association was
founded for Promoting the Unity of Christendutn, und its seven-gr eight thousand
members—of the Anglican, Roman, and Oriental Communions,~are daily offoring
up the same prayer for that Peace and Unity which is agreeablp to the will of
Christ, More than a thousand of these members are Bomanists, and have contice
ued their membership-even after the Pope has ordeped themMo withdraw. A peri-
odical is published in Liondon, 7%e Union Review, in which Writérs- belonging to
otie or other of the threo Communions constantly advocate the ciuse : and a similar
periodical is published also at Paris. The now celgbrated Eirenicon of Dr. Pussy




