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besides mending the rags,and bemoan-
ing the misery of her family. When
Jane first came to school, it was evi-
dently looked upon as a refuge froma
wretched home, and valued as such.
It was aflecting to see her luxuriating
in the warmth of the school-room fire
on a cold winter’s day. Poor thing!
it was the only time she could calcu-
late on such an enjoyment.

I could go on, extensively quoting
from the experience of others, or rela-
ting from my own observation, snch
instances as these, in which the com-
fort, respectability, prescut welfare,
and future prospects of our school
children and their parents have beeu
sacrificed to the indulgence of intem-
perate habits. But what need for this,
when so many living, though possibly
siient, witnesses to the desolating in-
fluence of drunkenuness, crowd the
streets and lanes of our towns and ci.
ties, and the highways and bye-ways
of our village:* What need of it,
when not a reader, probably, into
whose hands these letters may come,
but could point out many a ruined
home, or many a suffering family vic-
timized by strong drink.

Is it possible that any of my read-
ers may feel convicted of fanlt in this
respect? If so, be entreated, at once
and for ever, to abandon the destruc-
tive, though seductive, habit of iutem-
perance. Think of the personal in-
conveniences it brings upon you. Is
it not worth your while to get rid of
these 7 Think of the helpless and
hopeless poverty a course of drunkness
entails upon your family. Is it not
worthy of a‘struggle on your part,
by a resolute and final departure from
that course, to redeem them from this
present misery ? Think of the domes-
tic quarrels in which habitual tempe-
rance continually involvesyou. Isnot
peace at home worth obtaining at al-
most any price? Think of your child-
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comfort for the maddening excitement
of beer drinking or spirit drinking?
Think of your children taking pattern
from you, and becoming, before wany
years have passed away, more degra-
ded perhaps, and more sottish than
yourself, and pleading your example
as an excuse for their conduct ;—think
of them a~ ruined in health and pros.
perity by your and their destructive
course ;—or think of them as cursing
your memory as that of a cruel, self-
indulgent pavent, who for the graufi-
cation of one base passion, could doom
them to want and contempt.—Think,
[ say, of these things as the natural
consequences of your intemperate ha-
bits, and say whether a present priva-
tion—aye, privation if such it must
be-—ought not to be endured, to avert
such a traiv of dire calamities. *

Bear with me a little longer :—I
cannot leave off here. We are too
apt to look at the things that are seen
and temporal, and forget those which
are not seen and eternal.  Bear with
me therefore, when I say that the in-
temperance to which; in your consei-
ence, you plead guilty, is a soul-des.
troying crime. “Be not deceived;
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor DRUNKARDS, shall in-
herit the kingdom of God.”—1 Cor.
vi. 9, 10.  Your children, through the
finite mercy of God, and by means

:of instruction which you care notto

give, may be rescued from -influ-
ence of your cxample, and, believing
and trusting in Christ, obeying his
commands, and having his love shed
abroad in their hearts, may have a
“right to the tree of life, and may en-
ter in through the gates into the city”
(Rev. xxii. 14) ; butas sure as death
finds you a slave to the sin of intem-
perance, so surely will you yourself be
« shut out.”

Be implored, then, by the love you

ren, shoeless, shivering, ragged, hun.|bear to your children; by the regard

gry, when the sacrifice of your wretch-
ed vice would clothe them, \varml

them, feed them, and make them hap-

py ! Can you barter away their daily’

you have to their present respectabi-
lity and comfort, and to their future
character and destiny; and by the
hope you sometimes entertain of being



