
125 8
THE FAVORITE.

yeara. And yet alie la nol cold 10 hlma - alie
doma not repuime bis attentions nor'refuse 10 &c-
kuovledge thera; on the coutrary, as they
commence their drive 10 Prleatly, sud lie
wraps a salv about ber feet, sud makea lier
put tliem upon lb, oppomite eat, the Salle villa
wblch abe thauka hlma vould be uiflient 10
put s pounger man "«off hle head."1

siHow beaulîful the country la 1"Ilahe aya, as
lhey pasa filds of clesu-alioru aheep, sud rosp
ohuîdren bobbing curtseya by tbe cottage gales,
snd waggona of late-gatbered lisy breathlng
"iodors of Araby"I as they crawl by ; 4"boy
aveet sud dean everythlug looksansd amella.
Pbullp, I long tocee lb, garden ; I arnmo fond
of flowera. Do pou remember the iovely bon.
quela you uaed 10 end me lu Brumel ? op

siPerfectly, my darllng" <(Colonel Mordaunt
seldon calla hlm vife auylhlng but 44darllug,"1
sud the word 'usa ceaaed 10 grate ou ber earsasa
IL dld at flrat, recalllng th, bast voice 1h51 apoke
it once) ; 4"sad boy you used 10 turu your nose
up aI my humble offlring."1

i1 neyer to1d you &o, Pbulip; that muaI b. su
Invention of your ovu."1

siPei lisps I divlued il, Irene; for my epea
were very keen for any thing thal concerued you
lu thome dapa."

66Weil, IL vas very wlcked of me, Iben, sud I
promise thal I vou't turu up my nose aI tbe
flraI bouquet you glve me from Feu Court."

"iYou shail hsve a beauty lb, very fIral tbiug
tu the morulug. I hope th, garden viii be lugood order-I bave giveu aufficient directions ou
the aubjecl."1

diDoeau't Iabella care for floyers?
44 ot in ucli, I Ihink. 8h, la a alrange ores-

lure lu smre of ber vapa, I smretlmes wonder,
darliug, how pou sud ahe viii gel ou villi one
another."

«sWby, a4rnirably, of coure-I mean 10 gel
on wltli ber."

Colonel Mordant turna round sud gazes aI bis
wife adorlugly.

46You are 10o good!" I he aya; Oh, Irene 1If I dou't make pou happy, may God'a judg.
ment-"l

ciHuali I bush!1" abe luterrupts hlm qulckly,
sipray donI ay 1h51, pou make me feel amo
samali."

But aee boy mucli leas titan a voman ahe
wouid have been Dot too care for b4m, who liadtaken lier 10 hls arma, dempite lis knowledge of
ber oulraged afibellous, sud lreated lier asthougli ale had flovu 1tliemoraf lier ovu ac-
cord. She dosa not love hlm tiNa gallaut gen-
tieman wbo almoat vormhlpa hier, but ahe la very
grateful sud almost happy, and bide fair 10 make
s model vîfe sud miatreas. Aa the carrlage
reachea the enîrsuce te Feu Court, sud rola up
lb. broad drive Ilirougli tbe ahrubbery, abe b,.
cornes quite exclted lu ber admiration.

"la Il timoura-reaily p" h, exclîna, lu.
qulrlugly.

siIl te poura, rny ovu darllng, evary inchi of
It 1Il "replies ber liusband.

"iOh 1 Phiip I " sud lu ber deliglit sud mur-prise abe turneansd kiases hàlm, for the firaI lime
of lier ovu accord.

Colonel Mordaunt flushes up 10 bis epea villigratification, sud thia triling episode bas tb,
power 10 dispel mucli of the nervousnu vwi
wblcb lie bas bcoked forvard 10 lntroduelug hlm
wlfa to kleu Court.

ciHere ve are, at lastI1"l he ezeislmm, as the
carniage stops before tbe bold porcli, sud a cou.pie of meuervauts appear upon lli doorstep.
dijunip dovu, my darling; Inabelîs la ure 1010e
waltlng for pou, sud pou muet b. tired 10 death
villi Ibis long drive."

"i 1arn not at all red,"i a ber rejoinder; "suadI mesu 10 me every bit of the garden before I
go 10 bed 1-nigitt."

Mima Mordaunt la vaing for them lu lbe
hall.

"sOh my dear Mrs. Mordauut I 1 came-I
thouglit, perliaps--I dlt knov.-...

-4Dld you not expect us mo oon?" I replies
Irene, tooplng 10 kima ber alter-n.îaw ' islhink we bave corne rathar quîckly."1

",Q(ulcklp 1" echoem Colonel Mordaunt, Wbo laclose upon lier beela ; opvly, ve bave beenboura ou the rond. What tirae have pou order.
ed dinner, Iabella ?"I

64At aeveu-at lemat 1 believe at seven-bul If
pou would rallier not-'..

"4The ooner tb, balter," ays ber brother;
"moyeen yull do admlrably. And now, If pou
vili takeîrene up 10 ber bedroom sud lielp lieroff vîihlier thinga, I tblnk ahe viili e obllged10 pou. You von't :lrems 1-niglit, dsrliug ?"o

"iOh, ne!1 PhuIip ; olp take tbe duat off. Whata vide alaircase, sud sucb, pretîy carpets 1 Oh Ila Ilimyproom il la beautiful. How nîceanafresli Iloboka.Âud bine, tol I w>ucIerwho
chose bine ? Il lanrny favorite olor"o

siIt vas mp brother vbo ordered i1110 b. re-
furnlmbed villi this colmorCan I1lielp YODourf
villi pour bonnet. Mmr. Mrdaunt ? or perhaps-If pou had rallier b. 5lone.-lfli hd belter

ket? I thouglit ahe wouid b. here to weicome 1

Irene to Pen u Crt.
Mias Mordaunt telegrapha a look of meaulng

to her brother - Itlai very allght, but Irene
catcheas14 sud feeole lm medlateiy 1hst there Is
aometbing to b. ooncealed.

ilWho la Mrm. Quekett ? Ilah. demanda abrupt-
ly, looklug from one to the other.

"lThe houmekeeper-....... commences Mise
Mordaunt.

ocWell, bardly a housekeeper, Isabella, ai-
thougli ah. certalnly does keep houa, for us,"
Interrupta her brother.

"8 h. doea keep houa. for you, aud pet ahe la
not your housekeeper," aya Irene, merrly ;
"alihe muet b. an anomaly, thia Mrs. Quekett.
Pray, la ahe young or old, fat or thin, wlae or
foollali? tbough, after wbat you have mast aaid,
Phlllp, I ahould nol lie at al aurpriaed 10 hear
ahe la al of tliem put together."1

44You are a saucy girl, sud don't deserve an
answer; but when you corne 10 kuow her, you
vîli scknovledge that Mra. Quekett la a very
wonderful voman, aud can b. simoal anythlng
alie chocsea. When 1 salda he ws brdly abousekee*>er, 1 meaut she vas uperlor 10, the
place. But ah. lvod for many years wlth my
father lu that capaclty, and hbu alwaya had a
home vîlli me ince hlm dealli. You wlll flnd
ber a great help 10 you, dsrllng, for I'm ure
you cannot kuow mucli about housekeepîng ;
and I hope you viii gel on very Weil together."1

"iThore la no doubt of il ; I alwraya gel on weli
wltli servants; that la, If they keep their places.
But wllli regard 10, housekeeplng, Phlllp, 1 lu-
tend 10, agreeably aurprise pou. 1 know muchi
more than you imagine, and mean 10 make my-sef perfect.. I aivaya tliought Iabhould like to
have a large house lîke thia 10 Iook afler, and
t0 keep ln aplck-san order. I1k. pretty
thîlnga, but the romance of untidynema neyer held
any charma for me. I waa cul out for an old
mai"I

ilIt la lucky for me, darllng, that ve met be-
fore you had made up your mind unalterably
upon that suWject," maya Colonel Mordaunt,
iaughlng, as he drava her arm wlthln hlm ovn
10 iead ber 10 the dlnlng.room. "RButhowever

good a manager pou may b., I ama mure you wili
find Mrm Quekett an &admirable assistant,, 10 ay
1h, very leaut of IL. She has been alvapa used
10 manage the bouaehoid aflkirm, and, were Iyou, I ahould leave them lu her handa. Why
abould pou trouble pour head about aucli mat-
tera, vhen I oan afford 10 keep smre one 10 do
Il for pou? "

1 iMm. Queketl viii have plenty 10 do, Philp.
I dld not mean that1 Iablould rime vlth 1h, lark
eaoh mornlng 10 eaul the malda, or valk about
lu 1he trailiof the broom and duat-pan, toasee Ihat
they do their duty; but I'veno opinion of a mia.
trema who leavea her work 10 the servants.
Have you ?"I

At theme Worda Iabella again atealu one of
those furtivematual.und.rataudiug giance ataColonel Mordaunt, wfth an expression tha&t
rousea not onl.y Irene'a cturluslt, but ber spirit,
and ahe does not vatt for an anaver 10 her qufia.
lion;

diAt ail eventa, I mean 10 try and make my
msel equal 101th. pomition pou have placed me
lu, Phillp," ah, continues.

$&And you would be mo, my darllng, a tboumand
timea over,"I he vhlapera, fondly "deven I had
placed you on a lhrone."1

This ouivermallon gîvea a brIef Inaîglil 10 lb.atate of mind ln whlch Irene entera on the per-formance of her new dutlea. The glancea whîch
ahe lntercepted b.tveen her mlter.ln..iaw sndher husband do noî gîve her more than a mo-rnent'a uneasînenia, whilat t.heY mrengîhen herpurpose of ef-dependence.

She miainterpretm Iheir meaning; ahe ima-
gines they arose from their doubt of her capabi.
lily to malntalu her position au rmiatrema of FeuCourt; and ah. beoomea determnined, lu couse.quence, to prove that they are maiataken. prom
the hour she sccepled Colonel Mordaunt.'s pro-posai, and 11xed ber thouglits upon a futurehared vlLh hlm, Iran, haî experienc.e More
plesure from tb, prospect of havlng the entîre
management. cf t.hla ouaehold aM Feu Court.upon bier banda than aupîblug eime.

For, ln order 10 figlit ucefaflly wlt.h dlap.poîntment, or even 10 fight, aI ail, ve muat havesmre deflulte employmaent. A Man generally
bas a buainess or profession 10 engrosashlm loyal
thougbta sud shut th. door lu lhe face of aIl
th, rebel onea (thougli what a knack they have
of peepiug Ilirougli 1h, chinkal1); with hlm the
grludiug "ntcesaiîp of maklng bresd, elîber forhimmeif or others, 10 Pararnount, aud leaves11W. lelsure for palatul Introspection. Il la netthat lie foeel the les. for b.ig buay; It la 1h51
he bas leua lime 10 feel. Tbe female ex bas
luln MIes9%moet undeservedly, gained ereditfor belng the more constant of tbe Ivo: but,lbough thep mouru more explomlvely, their griefla nelîher mo bitter nor mo long. A manaud vo-

h i! esl,(I have no viali 10 delrset from the
aexasoapsbulitp of lovlng) nasonlp a voman
eauT

Sitting by the fire, mont Ilkely, If il la vin-
ter, or lylng on lier b.d If il la ummer. villi a
novel lu ber baud, orsa piece of fancy work, sud
ail ber mmid fixed upon ber absent lover: ready
sud willlng 10 talk over lbe crueity of lier dlmap-
polutmeut witb the &ert frieud vho calla:
crplug tili ahe can hardly aee out of ber epea:
refuslug 10 attend any partypof pleasure <womau
tbluk givlng Up balleansd theatresansd concerta
au immense proof of consa.ncy; tbey don't un-
deraland bow the llghtest laugliter la often umed
10 ounceal the heaviest hearts); even refuslug
to est: altllng dovu, lu fact, villi ber dead love
lu ber iap, determlued 10 nurse Il sud weep
over 11, sud recali ail abe hana bat villi 14,unlil
abe makea harseif tiraI lipatericai sud then use-
leas, sud lastlp IUIasd s worry 10 every one
ouunected vlt.h ber. Our fned die, sud ve
bury t.lem. Wbp can't va hury lb, corpaea
of Our dead bopea lu the ame wap ? The regret
va feel for those vhom ve bave laIt by death
la nad anougli sud abarp enougli, Qed kuova,
as Il returna lu the allant vatceeaof the ulzht,

or even amidat the clamorona burry of the day;
but wbat vould Il not be ver. e 10o keep Ihome
atili forma ever beaide us, 10 prevent ail hope of
sorrov alnklug imb ustursi leep? Yet thal la
vhat mont vornen do villi their blgbted affec
tioua; sud manp of lhem experieuce actuai
dlaappointmenî vhen tbey discoven that Time
bas merclfuily cloaed the vound, sud they are
4'getling over It.' They keep It open as long
nas they posgily can; tbey tear the bandage
awap wblcb opporluniîy afforda them; sud
wheu the bealed apot la no longer capable of
laceration, they viii ait dovu sud beglu 10 cry
afreali ever thelr ovu inconalancy. Aud, per-
lisps, wban Ibep have reaclied Ibis apocli, tbe
man la silil expeenclug those occasionai sharp,
cruel ataba of remnembrance vhlcb are ail the
vorma 10 bean because lbey corne mo eldom,
sud thb, feal la uuused 10 Ibem.

But if vomnen vene brouglit up 10 vonk lîke
men (lu other klnd, perbaps, but vllb the smre
uecessly), active emploprnt, elîher 0f brain
or baud, veuid place the sexes, lu Ilim malter,
on a level; sud whist mucli neediesa misery
vouid b. pared 1 the eue, a large amount of
comafort vould acrue,10 tb, other; for, cf ailpersona villi vborn 10 alun ilercourge lu Ibis
lite, give me the flabby thlng vhlch calla lself
a voman who bas had 9'a diaappointmaeut'a
Ihougli there vere no diappoinîment lu tb,
world but that vhlcli apninga froma love turued

our vîlli adveraity, like amati been by thunder.
ireue lias neyer been a voman uîterly villi.

out a purpome. lunlier early girlhood, sud Lefore
ahe experlenced any nooeslly 10 gaunhie vill
lit, for fongelfuluema, ah, vas accustomed to,
look upon escli dap lu vbich alie had doue ne-
thlng as a day 10 be regrelted. 8h, uaed 10
read mucu aI that Urne, not desui10nlly, but on
s fixed plan; asale vould shlow no pleasure,
liovever tempting, te lure lier from lier self-
impaaed 155kunutil il vas accomplisied. 8h,
took a verp brIglil interest lu poUtîca; lu the
projeta for lmprovlug the condition of the na-
tion aI large, sud ail new dlacoverlea, vlieîher
lu art, science, or nature; attempted, also, as
malt able minda do, 10 put dowu lier Ihouglita
ou ail theme thinga lu vrlbing, but vas quit.
aatisfled villi Ibe ample variety of meutl fond
which aucient and modemn literalure piaced lie-
fore lier, sud neyer had the leasI dane 10 crsm
ber owu Ideas dowu the Iliroata 0f others. Iu
fine, until the unfortunate moment arrlved lu
wbicli ahe met Eric Keir, Irene waa a hasppy,
belpful, matter.of.facî vornan; sud Ihougli Ibe
Ivo biova whidb ahe received no close togellier
dld for syhile crua i life'a purpese ouI of ber
sud blur lier vision of s noble sud elevated fu-
ture, Il la ail comlug bsck 10 lier nov as abefluda hermeif mistreacf Feu Court, sud tb,
mins that obscured ber duîy are clearing awayfrom before ber apes. To make ber huaband'm
house vhst il ahouid be (sud vhaî Colonel Mur-daunî lias slready daplord, luaiipr learlug. IbatIl la not), one eft he b.mt-sPPoinled sud pies-
sautent lboue« luthe ceuuly; te, render lier-soif an agreeshie, faveurite hontea"; 10 b. theruler of hlm househeid, the friend of bis tenants,
aud 1h, benefactor of the pon vho are depen.
dent on hlma-Ibis la the pall ibcli ahe lias
chalked ont for berself, sud lu vhlch abe is re-

odule 10 valk. Soee omen thlnk il benealli
t.lern 10 make their huabauda' borne comafortabie.
Thep vaut 10 deliver lectures 1k, Ernily Failli-fui, or write books Uke Mrs. Rlddeil, or compose
songe like Elimabethi PbUp, or pîayfuTUet 11k,lira. BoIt-8iddons; sud if Ibey are net permit-toid tO labor Ibrougli the madium of the stage,th. platform, or th, preas, their mission lawrested f rom tlem : there la uethlng more 10
live lor.

Inene Mordaunt kueva better. Sàhe kuovu
Iliat if genlus la net requlrd 10 keep the ma-
chluery Of a large establishment iun rkn
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Ibat Ihere la vonk left lu tbe world 10 do vbldb
no one cau accemplIali oyweu as ourselvea. Had
Inene remained £1 Lsburnum Cottage villi lra.
Cavendishi, abe mlgbt have continued 10 be 1%
leve-mlck malden 10 tIs day; as Il la, the task
vhlcb h has underlaken villi a sincere.leu2-
lion of fulftlling, viii lift lier, atep by stop, ab0V9e
the earth-atained troubles ofIthe wvend, untIl
abe lias resched the higliest elevallon ber mon-
tai nature la capable of âltalnlug.

She vakea lu the morning, freali as a flolWer,
sud activa as a aquirrel. She lias not opeued
ber epea twt) seconds before alielbas throwfl UP
the casernent sud la lnbling thie aveeînesa Of
the noisette romes Itbat luster round It. The
pure, cool country air la 11ke a draugit of Ilite;
the acented flower- are hanging, six sud elght
upon one stem; aceoas Ibe meadov comea the
lowIng of thie cowa as tliey returu frorn the
rnllklug shed, sud Ibm bleatiug of the calvea th»t

velcorne lhern; sud underneatli ler arete
gardenera, sarpeuing their scythes 10 mow tIe
dewy lavu. The freshuea, Ithe aveetuess, Ibm
simpliclty, the peace of ail around har, vake the
deepest gratitude lu 1 rene's limant, sud makre the
teara nise 10 ber epes. She la ail snxIety 10
mîngle agamu luibmthecenea thal lie befone ber
to retrace ber footatepa 0f lasI niglit, sud xMalte
mure that Il vas ail realiiy; sud befone ColoDel
Mordaunt bas reaimed Ibat ahe lias lefI hlm, alie
la up sud dneaaed, sud noamlug over Ibm ivet

grassansd Ibrougli the aabbenlesansd gardefl 5'
wbence, aI aound of the breakfast-beiI, 8120
reappeara, villi rose-tinted cheeka, dsmp boot,
a dnaggled muslu dress, sud ber banda tull et
floyers. Hen liuaband, nov looklng one W91
sud nov Ithe ollier, la on the door-slep, anxlousif
awaltiug lier.

idMy darllng t"Ilie commences, reproaclifull*
"«Nov, Philip, don'l acold! I know l'in Il

horrid objecî, but Il won'I 15km me a minute tO
change. I've been ail tbrougb the hot-houseO
sud the kitchen gardens, snd dovu Ithe wilder-
neas, and oven Ibm bridge by thal place of vater;
sud then I got luto s field sud found lots1O
mualinoorn. (Do pou l1ke musbreoms? theY'"~
lu my skirl, under the flowers.) And I c8D2e
back bp the meadova pou mbowed me 1aI nIgb'
vbere thie borses aire, sud-eh ! I arn s tiied
sud so vet; but I liaven't enjoyed auythlng 11K'e
il for moutha past."1

Colonel Mondanul looka as thougli le WOrs
eujoplng tbm necital as mucli as alie bas doue Ibe
reaity.

doI arn se gîad 10 hear lt," le sapa, as lie kiaae
ber ; I"but pou eau core ne lo10breakfast as yeu
are, eau pou not?"I

ilWbat I vilith p bain half-vsy dovu10
bsck, sud mp dreas eilglug to me like à 5s
ftag? I shouid saacely lok dlgulfed aI tb'
head of pour table, Pbillp. Gîve me ten mWU0t
tes' grace, 1<> et mymeîf 10 niglits. Good Mot"'~
lug, Imabella. I bave not. s baud 10 offer yOOII
but I havé liedsnob a dellghlful Tamble.»

Then abe turnes t the servant lu attendan00
"4Take these floyers, James, sud place tlb'o

on the aldeboard; sud bring Up 1h,7 break.fas'
Have pou been uaed 10 make Ibm tea, Isabeli t

Wil pou b. mo gond as 10 do se for one nornli0
more, lu couidenallon of the uoveltp 0ot le
situation ? I viiillie lu gond lime 10.moro<I
Philip; but I bad no idea Ibm place vas hait 0
lovely, sud I rau ou tram eue delîglil leali0lber'
sud ould nol tear myseif svay."1

8h, la rnouutlug tIbm aincase no, ail 1 
't

teuded by lier liuaband; sud Mima Mordatut
looks afIr ler illi unteged surprise. 0
poung sud strauge-sud pet ao cool sud etIl'o
ease I The voman vho bas apent ail ber "t'
lu fear, lest alie ahould lie ayiug or doingSIO
thiug vroug, canuot uuderstaud the conlfidefllO
vhlch la eugeudared lipsa kuoyledge of oOuOW
pavera of piesmig. lu another minute 1"00
ln dovu agal, ler hair erraugmd, sud ber dreo5

excanged for a rappr f palm hlue, Whiobi
wonderfully becomlug 10elier; and as ber mIahot'
lu-law seea ber amile, sud beara ber WX1,
vatcebler do ail the houoe of thb, bre8efoeu
table as theugli she lied at there for ye5a' ,
marvela bey mo brîglit au apparition eauW itb
have been persaded te0 1mkbeba fortunes t1
those cf PbUlp, sud taire up lier reaidOno~
Feu CJourt.f

IlWhat are pou golng te do to-da j IlP.
&&ps Irene, as the mesi drava 10 a ce fcOi

Colonel Mordaunl bas alresdy rO'
table, sud taken Up bis sation ount0ie
mug. 

3LliY41Weil, Ibat depeuda rnoslly on P0uOl%ro1,ae
darllng. I bave s great deal 10 dO f00ne1

after Io metha' asence, about1th.e Irln
sd lb, farm ; but I alould hardlp li e te lesf

pou alone se seon."1
"iBut I @alal have Isabella, sud pnPIOt Oot'

plormnet. Thee are ail my thigStob101
packed; sud tb, new rnaid aeefli5et'uptue
shah go sud aupernteud lier; sud i have là
dinuer 10 erder, sud the kitchen 10 ID'pOt
le make the acqualutance of lira.WbSIt.e
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