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'I>lý*e*k 1" oued Raoul.
Selcook," repiied Lebardy, "u d

leePlflg oundly, when I was suddeniy
« bma UrM 1apraug out of bedanud

buît j ausalleHelt. Thinblng that I huqd
1fln, 1 v as about te return tWniy bed,,
p'ee.flimuet.heaven b. pralmed, for iL

1egreet remorse-took possession of
~' nîtad t gingback tW bed, 1I Wek

audvntdv n L Lb.hegarden
~~~~~ao o AlA Aevue f my young

Oliue. Ter Imav a man escap-

"oul did notl Ihihm, Lehardy ?"
r&0"16e« *, but I voundect hlm."e

Wh as Ytus man?"
&tLIe BeDucistrnsaalsr.1q

"nOh 18os MbnI aecrlet Raoul, passion-
8 O 1 henI bveno longer the consola-

,lg lèfi luntloubt iA"
1 .d Emois-vhom 1Igave la ui nu

tèWtehmnd vho la nov confiued ln
b«"Mam..iot eek te deny bis uaasle'

tattPrd. la it,", replled Lebardy.
,% - Ifil.Iand.urloeiualexpedoMUo,

nSt balleb.d aauniber ogacoemplcea
«dsrva t fthe Divagey_ MIadame de

'bduad the lady berasIf, voule gmgged lh
IM b"Sttu t lethe .Gran.tMPr4vbt;-- cred
2!ý*IDug 10 bIs est. -4 et the 'Watch,.

%Laie opa, eanh every 1>00k
%e 0 PSblm; tIbm » rt s'e bUlme 10

capture the ruMans and deliver Diane' i Cone,
Lehardy i-eor0ne il,

"'Aie. " replled Lehardy, "Iibave alveady
taken every pasgible measure. But such ot-
trageS are toco etnnon ln Paria for tee police WO
think et abandonliig their occupations gr. their
plessurem ta go lni pursuit ef the cuiprits.,,

Sforzt 'Was about tW insiat, when De Maurevert,
wbo, for a moment, ba4 appmared Wo be bi*ied
lai theugbtistrnck thes table a violent blow with!

10Malediction and furies 11 he crled, "6a frlgbt-
fui idea ham corne ie omy minc-What If-bis
mu.jesty, after thie irat feeling of alarua la pait,
aud aoeeng hlm lnability Le ptinish any oeefor
thie attempt upen bis lité, vere le deny that any
sncb attempt bas been muade i The remuit wouîd
hoe tbat yen aud 1, Raoul, Instead of being the
king'@ preservera. vould becoene amply the
beroea cf a vulgar night-adventure. Death of
my life 1-we vere tee baaity. We eught te have
waited until smre harrn, hovever amail, bad
been done tW hlsM meity."

44Wbat do 1 care for tee king'a opinion 111
cried Raoul, indignant at tb. littIe litereat De
Maurevert appeared toi take ln te abduction of
Diae.

Al If you wish Wo recover Mademnoielle d'Er-
langea, it ceucerni YOu a great dem,"P replied the
adventurer. , HenrY MI, eau deny uotblng tW
bis preserver-At leasi, In the cure of a few
heurit, we shail kuow what Wo thlukr on thie sb.

Ject of tb. gratitude ef kings. But the araI thlug
you have tW do là tW get Smre reat- , 1willwake
yeu at daybreair, aud w. viii then go> together
te the Louvre."

SDealring 10 ho lêft aiOne, R&U made belleve
te accede tW îhe captsui' wi8he« : îî feed bard ly
be added that he passed a aleepiemsanSd torineut.
ed uLght.

.i vai fve o'ciock lu the momnt g #hen the
chevalier and De Maàureve@rt reahed the Louvrè.

Inaoul vestW deeply aborbed i lis WMa~~~<~W

notice the euriosiîy sud envy vhIchIbis prenonce
Provoked amoug the crowd of courtiers through
,whloh Aie wam, vithout a mornent's beaitation
or deiay, conducted Wo the kiue'i cabinet.

SAt sigbt of Sforal, Henry 111, rose snd came
1orward Wo meet bim.-oue of the grest and
earneaî favori he ever accorded. TAie Duc d'E-
peruon turned pale rather vitb fear than vlLh
anger.

"lYou appear 111 Ibis morning, chevalier," aald
tbe king. silJ the wound upon your forehead
more seions than you at fiait Lhought Lt 1 be ?"

I bumbiy thank your majesly for teInter-
est Aie deigna te show onceruiug me,". repiied
Raoul. à"Alas 1lit laflot my body, but my heart
wblch suffers and bleeda."

etBe aeated, Sforzl," mid the king, afier a light
pause, "suad teli1 me lu detail the bltory cf your
past, lite."1

"6Sire, I fear Wo encroach o much upon your
majeitym lime."1

"8gforzI," interrupted Henry, klndly, fi mince
you are deetined W ilve at court, yen m net learn
test thé vimbesansd perbonsi demires of th. king
are nover W be dlse'Iaed; the politeness of
courtiers consisa lu tAie readiess of their obe-
dience. 1 am net nov addreiug a reproach te,
yen, but glving yen a proof of the seicinude and
intereat I labo lu you. I Wiab W mse. yen ai
perfect lu maunersauaiyon are aready noble lu
sentments. Be aeated, therefore, and telf me
tee bistory of your life."

Bannui seated himmeif on a carved cakensateel
Indleat@d tW hlm by Henry III., and commenced
bis &tory. Dnrlng tAie haif hour whieh ibis r.-
citai lsst.d, the king never once ilterpted
hAnM. Wbeu the chevalier related the outragesl
bd bad Bstained at tiie banda Of the Marquide
la Trenmbals, Henry III, turued aiigbily paie,
aud a fumabof langer passed over hlm courtenauce;
but the yocug. manie pasion for Diane d'Erian.
gem appearegd le intereat bilaideeply, theugia h.
made no remark on Lhe subJOct.

As Wo the Duo d'E-
pernon, bis face, cloud.
.d at firut, llghtened
coniderably when te
chevalier h Bd dons
speaking of hW. love af-
faire.

"Sforzi," aaid t h e
~IIking, "id moe.that youhave sufféred a great
~~EEEi.deal, and I wlll t&Y and

repay you for whatyou
e'have endured. Lait

nigbt you saved My
lite; I would have you
do better eill-- beg Of
you, Sforzl, to let no one
know the service you
have rendered me. If
yeu should bequestion.
ed, y ou willi anawer
that my page. provok-
ed the quarrel, and that
tb. ausalants w ere
Ignorant of My pre-
mence ln the bouge of
Mademofiselle d'Aawéy., 1
recoin mend tht. calame
of ounduot 10 y o aUp
forzî, o rÈpouLit1 e

gruundm i.oleiy, and not
out of any wieh tW hide
teImmense gratitude
1 owe you. Aik of me
now what thvor You
mnt deiire, and, oit
my royal word, I crant
t you beforehaud.",

D'Eperxaou rose biu.
tilIyfroua hbmsme"41 ani
Sforui,under the Indu-
enoe,,fan Indescribable
en3otion,! replied:

"69tre, there Ai but
oniy one recorupense
th jt can reward nie

S for the service I haverendered Wo the king-ÉÉ dom - W la that your
majeîty wili give -me
the power Wc labot for
-hlm glory. Let hlmfor-
give My boldness 'ln
aontideratlon 'of the
sentiment which in -
spirem me. There lam
on. ad page ln the hi&.
tory of your reigu, atre,
wbhh Ili be traînmrit-
ted tW poaterity - it ln
that whleh chrouAcles
the abuse and Insolence

of your provincia nobles. Cominggeneratons,
sire, wilA net forgive you for havln< abandoned
the Interemis of your people to theeupidity and
violence of your greut vmaalmt Itl ib. nid 0f
you that you were the firat gentleman, but not
the king of France. The king@ preoeding you,
mire, carried on a rudeand sueesaful warthre
againat. feudallty, then mueh* more peverful
than tI l at preseht; tbat wailareyour majeaty
would do well Wo bring to a triumphant elose."1

IlMAas l forzi," replled Eenr'y III., aadly, 4"I
have almoît more than I oan do Wh keep Parls
lu order, vithout attemptin . W deal wlth the
provlncea--which are too diàtant 'fàr my power
Wo reacb."l

"Sire, your majesty decelven bîmmeif," repied
Sforzi, boldiy. "Let the king but say 4'I wli l,'
and, belleve me, the mont mutinons vîli retura
Wo their duty, the mont haughty will bow thelr
heuds."1

diGood, very good, Monsieur 8forsi 111 crled
d'Epernon, adva.nclng aad ,îbaking .ihe
chevalier warmly by Lb. baud, W bhi& aiLer
astonhshrnent. "lMy approbationsurprises yon,»1
contlnued the mfgnon ; " ibtat proves, chevalier,
that yen do net- kDOW me. I ama superier to
feeling jeaiousy against any one la the world ; 1
have too much Intelligence not tu know how to
appreolate men ai their tUe value. Since I
bave been at Court,- chevalier, 1 bave neyer
heard a courtier speak W hlis majesîy mn you
bave mat apokLen. It la daflgei'oum to try W o 
useful tW king#; tW devaOnol' el f 1<> tlieir
glory requires great courage.. Monsieur Oforzl
la right, Henry," puraued d'EPernou, turntag ot
the king; dithe day -you saY 1'wtll t,'the
broya of th. mont haoghty and Inselent wilL te
bowed ln the duit. Wbat YOU 16leet, lgenrY, *a
servantail1k. Mormieur8forZi. Set the ohev4lier
to work 1 semahnihlm to mie 0of thie rebotpro.
vincem, aud I answer foItiL ith my laeadtbat
betore a month i9 pB5t, that ProviUO. vti lès


