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that oratory is a natural gift and flot an acquircmcnt?
The objection thcn is a thoughtlcss opinun and flot a
thoughtful conclusion, for nuirerous instances of succcss,
where success seemed impossible, attest its unsoundness.
Few, pcrhaps, ivili reacli thce enlinence on wlîichi.Dermos-
thencs and l3o.ssuet stood, but ail may make somne prog-rcss.
The timid may gain courage, the stumbling may, acquire
steadiness; indistinctness rnay bce turned to ckcarness,
unnaturalr.css te, grace. H-ov often is thc service of the
Englisli Cliurch marred because thc prcachcr is ignorant
of Elocution I Hoiv often, for the sanie rcawn, is the
Church of *the Aposties deserted, ard the Chapels of Lalvin,
of Wesley, and of Joe Snmith cram..cd ! Thcrc fs, in
Canada at least, a dcmiand for traincd speakers.

How does the Engilishi Church mcct this demnand ? What
is Triiuity, the reprcscntative Church College, doing?
What lias she done ? ';li bas sent out men, learned in
Clernent and Augustine, in B3utler and Pale>', but gencrally
speaking innocent of Eiocution, and worse still wanting in

* tact. She has secured a staff of eminentiy scholaray men
to, tcach a vast amount of knoîvledge whkch ncvcr cornes
irito re'quisition, and Elocution, îvhich is indispensable, shc
excludes from the callendar and tG ,rates two weeks yearly
as a permnissible diversion.

A systcm, so irrational, canrnot produce good resuits and
* it dots not. Proficiency in Elocutiort characterizes the

Mcthodists and their advance corresponds to thecir pý,'i-
ficicncy:. the Anglicans arc deficient ini Elocution and
proport ionate to th cir deficien cy is their stagnat ion. Many
a graduate,scholarly, refined and pious bas cxcrted littie
or no influence, has, in a word, failed. Why ? Because
the only channel by v').ich bis intelligence miglit ireach the
people, that is, the medium of speech, bias îlot bccn iIl
used. What an amazing list of stars would stud the Col-
lege calendar if the name of every unsuccessfül parson
ivere distinguished by a star. Yes, mnany of Trinity's
brightest intellects have grown rusty for want of proper

* use, and the future -% il flot be better than the past, unless
* students arc trained to adapt themselves to rnattcr-of-fact
* people.
* On what docs the Mlinister base his biopcs of success)

H-e may he pi.,us, lie may be carcfully instructcd in Church
doctrine ; bi.t piety unless it is practical, or doctrine unless
it can be intelligently imparted is of littie avail in church
enterprise. The church people cannet oc expected to nove
the churchi when the M&\inister,whio is often cducatcd at thecir
c xpense, pcrsists in chilling them by bis cold lifelcss uttcr-
ance. Thcy think %:hat the first concern of a prospective

* clergyman should 'oce to read well and to, speak, wcfl, and
thcy think righitly, for his hiighest dutics arc pcrformed in
thc sanctuary wherc bis vocal organs arc in ccnstant use.
TbeE zglish Cliurcli lias providcd a liturgy for divine service
-Is àt too inuch te, require lier Ministers te, read it intelligi-
bly? Tlierc is no revercnce in frigid irnnovab!cncss: for
is tlîcrc cdification in dead mozîotomy or in hystcrical em-
phasis. Moreov'cr thc gospel is casy of comprehensiion

and congregations would -ladly exchange the learneç'
refèrences te, the Greek and Hebrewv scripturcs, withi ivhich
manuscripts teem, for a simple, straight-forward 115course!.
To ail this it inay bc rcplied that a sermon re.id excccls a
sermnon preaclied, and refence may bic made wo Melvili,
Vauglian, French, aîî'j a host of other readers. But bc-
tweecn reading and preaching thecre is much in common, and
which i the better suited for sert-nonizing is stili undecided.
Rcading rnay suit the city very wvcli, for city cengregations
are imore crit;cal and lcss emotional than their country
brcthiren, bu, ýn the country it is intolerable ; good prcach-
ing on thie other hand is acceptable in city ancý country
alike. Sitnners baýre, in these days, the sanie rhinoceros
skin as they liad ini the days of St. Paul, and it is a tegu-
iment on îvhich smooth circumiocutions fall ivithout .-ffcct.
Vice still requircs the scourge and tîxe hot iron. Siiould
flot the crT"then assault tbe citadel of iniquity îvith all
thc force of fervid tloquence. Slîould flot they so spcak
as co show thaL tliey are thoroughly in earnest, that wliat
thecy say they fée! ? Were this dmne, there would bc: fewer
clerical icicles. 'Nere this donc, ministers void flot strain
out the gnat, extcmporaneous rugge'.lncss, and siwalloîv
the camel, insipid faultlcssness.

But wvhcther preachin.- cxcels reading is a sccondary
question. The main question i, can the minister do citlier
acceptably? Does he disctrd manuscript ? Then lie
should preach well; hie shouid have a firm. grasp of bis
subjcct and be profoundly earnest. Doos hie ei.iploy
manuscript ? Then lie should bce no less carnest, no less
firrn in tonc or clear in excpressiQ!i tlîan the preacher. H-e
should be able at lcast to read his own wrhýing, and to group
bis words siba.ificanty-a feat îvbich sometimes baffles
ministerial skiff. Lt is painful to find a man degrading
divine service by careless preparation, by slovenly reading
or b>' indistinct mumbling. He who undertakes to spriad
the Gospel should bend his highest energies to the ,ork
and unless lie docs hie is butter out of the pulpit. We are
flot advocating flashy oratory for it is incon:zistent îvith
eamncstness, tlîougiît and taste, the thrce elements of genu-
mne eloquence. 'Ne iant manliness and energy, ive want
the chiurcli to . ilfil lier mission.

To othcr studeaits besides divinity students, elocution is
very ncce-nsa-7. The lawv student, and, indced, cvery
student .aeeds it But as the Ciîurch looks te Trinity for
lier faithful clergy, Trinity is rnorally bound te supply the
churcx îvith good mc aders and good speakers.
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