30 PUBLISHER’S LETTER.

Montreal, June 28th, 1852,

Dear EpiTor,—Since you have kindly offered me a space
to devole to my business and correspondence with you, I have
endeavored to show my appreciation of your thoughtfulness by
designing a tille page, which I hope may please you,and be con-
sidered appropriate by your readers, However, by so doing I
have brorght myself into close quarters as far as the first page is
concerned. You see that bears, beavers, cances, and skips of
ancient date environ it on one side; Niagara Falls in miniature,
appear in the distance pouring a ceaseless volume of water into
the basin below, and Jontreal, the rallying point of commercial
interests, 1o our Provinee, will be easily recognised by her spires
and her various emblems of commerce, with the figure of liberty
guarding that most powerful engine of human progress— Tke
Press.

As I am a man of modest aspirations, and limited ac-
quirements, it accords with my feelings to confine myself
to a small spare, but I trust you will, in this instance, be
quite willing to give me all the reom I may require, as I wish to
make some suggestions, whiéh will, I trust, be for our mutual
good and the best interests of the ¢« Maple Leal.” Our position
is one of great importance: circulating books is a very responsi-
ble pursuit, because whether decidedly good or otherwise, they
are generally retained and read, and a salutary or hurtful influ.
ence will be exerted over future gencrations. A sermon may
be preached or a lecture given of a doubtful tendency, and the
mind for a time disturbed, but favorable influences will bring
it back to a healthful train of thought, and no great injury be
done. Not so with a bad or foolish book,—it can be reperused,
and the bLaneful impressions strengthened. With ihese facts
impressing my mind, I must beg you to co-operate with me fully
in making this magazine unexceptionable. Admit no articles
but those of a refined and improving character, that while it
shall be adapted to the young it may be edifying to older, and
more cultivated minds. We must provide profitable and plea-
sant employment for the hands as well as the head, and intro-
duce chapters on Botany, gardening, or patterns for knitting, net-
ting, or crotchet work. In short, we must, with a nice taste, and
discriminating judgment, select from the vast storehouse of
useful knowledge, everything proper to embellish a periodical
of such pretensions, ard thus render it emphatically a Cana-
dian Family Magazine.

It may here be proper for me to advert to my former
relations to the * Snow Drop,” as you have seen an ad-
vertisement which somewhat criminates me. I will simply
say that the work would not probably now be in existence-if I
had not taken hold of it, and for two years labored with cor- -



