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LUCRETIUS' AND) THE D(>CTRItlXE
0F NATURAL SELECTION.

1 have not .seeu it auywhere noticed,
tlhough it nay have been, that the gertins
of the now fanions dloctrine of na;tux-al
selection or the suriv-ai of the fittest, as
the resuit of certain ad vantages 1))ssessed.
by the surviving creature over its fellows
in the sharp) struggle for life, are to be
found. iii the writings (Book V.) of thie
poet Lucretius. H1e therein st-ttes that,
in the longy course of the awes, nature
lîad giveni birth to other creatxires than
those found existing iii <ur present
wvorid, but that. they had been w-e- eil
out because of certain structural anîd
constitutional. disadvantages oif birtli
îvhereas the existing unes survive becauise
they were stronger or swifter or- more
eluinng. H1e also adds tixat oven sorne
Of the Nveaker creatures were cotitiuuied
ix> existence owing to their possessing
certain qualities of use to creature-S
higher than thernseives, and who there-
fore protected thern, as in the case of
sheep by men.

I quote the passages referred to froma
Creech's flot very literai poetical trans-
lation. Speaking of the long series of
the ages, our poet sings

But inore ;these years must nutnerous kinds
deface

They couid not ail lireserve their feeble race
For those we see remnain and bear their young,
Craf t, strength, and swiftness bath preserved

so long.
M-%any their profit and their use conimends,
Those se-ies nvo> presierves, kind inan de-

fendS.
Wiid beasts' ani lions' race their native rage
Preserves secure throughi ail-de votiring age.
But those to whioin kind nature gave no force,
Nýo courage, strength, or swiftness to the

course,
Thus doomied by chanc«e. thE-y lived an easy

Prey
To ail, and thus their kinds did s 'on 'ilecay.'

Or, as hie had said before,
'A th unii--, such in vain aro ue frmin earth.'

XVhether the law of variation, coupom.
with that of naturai selection, be an
adequate account of the varions phen-
omena of life, I arn far froin undertaking

to affirin. But I thoui-lt that this refer-
ence nxight he interestinig t< those whose
atten.tion biai not heen directud. to it, as
ser%,ini., t>) bridge over aud unite the p-tst
with t!he present, and to show that there
are fewv things (andi thoughts) absolutely
new under the suni.

J. A. ALLEN.

[0);xr guesét anpea-rs to have forgotten
the adlress by Prof essor Tyndall at Bel-
fast, in which Luclretiuis' forct st of the
theory ivas mientioned.-En). C. M.]

LABOUR, PitODUCTI[VE A-ND NON-
PRODUCTIVE.

F. B. R. cails my littie contribution
to the Table of the October Monthly

sluperficiai and fallacious,' ' unwisge and
faliacious,' (fallacious, you see, is the
favourite) ' not to Bay nonsensical. No
dotibt F. B. R. knows ail about it, and
1 bow at once to that decision. Whcn
I said that a wife might be ail that was
excellent and admirable, adalta

was beautiful and lovable,' I certainly
-thuugicht.that 1 was not niggardly. That,
however, it scenis, did flot satisfy F. B. R.
We mutst have 'hoiiest and most reve-
rend,' 'charmcd circle ' and 'sacred
work,' 'noblest creature iii the glorious
unîverse,' and mani made by hier ' more
angel and less worm.' With ail my heart,
only I hiad miot ail] those fine words and
ideas at conmnand. Stili, 1 think thiat
wives w-ill like niy estimation best. F.

*B. R. says that 'that their influence -J.
aliiiost infiuitciy far reaching in its f -
fects for godor evil ' (for goodi o>- evi!).
Now, I said nothing about evil. An 1
this evil, we are toid, may affect 't:
ch-aracter andi happiness of her husband,
of hierseif, of lier children, of her ser-
vants. of lier friends;, of ail that corne

vtl' thie charmed, circle. Far.reachin>'
indeed Cfortaurtti otimnièo, for whoni
thlis influence is for go)od and. not for evil'

I thourht, I c(>nfcsi, that it wvas a
purely ' econirtnie ' question, tlîat of the

*payaient of a wife's debtsby hier huisihînd.
1 tliought tlîat the iabauc wlîich paIdt
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