
MAUD.

A P0EM, 1W ALFRED TENNYSON.

TRIlS poeni waS publishced for the first tinie in 1855, in a collec-
Ttion beuring the titie "Milavui amiâ uther Pocm." The poew

,grewv out of, or at least was surcrested l)y, a reiuarkz of Sir Johin
Sirnon's to the effeet that the couplet

0O that'twere possible
After long grief and pain-"

though beautiful in itscif and suggestive, needed fuller illustration.
'nie poein is almnost a developicut of the thouglit liidden in these
lines ; they voice the refrain which rings niourufully throughout thie
whole poein.

Its reception by the public wvas by no incans favorable; criticisi>
o~n ail sides wvas severe, and ini some cases even virulent. Tenny-
son's peculiar genius, of -%vlhh.i this poein is iii sorne respects a
.strikingr exeiplification, wvas perhaps the chief cause of tlîis cold
reception, to wvhicli the unusual forin and the general toue of the
work also contributed. On its appearance the poeni wvas to ail, as it
yet is to niany, a puzzle, owing to, its weird, disjofinted fo"in and the
subtie power wvith wvhic1i the poet altcrnatcly delights and lîarrows
the feelings of his readers As the years wvent by aud the poem was
more -widely rcad and studied it, rose in publie favor; yet to-day it
is diffleuit even for devoted lovers of Tennyson to grasp fully andi
clearly the true incaning and inter-balance of the various parts as
the author conccived thein.

.Alaud is callcd a inonodramea,; the character of the work, hiow-
ever, is flot dramatie but purely lyrical. It is a strikingly grouped
collection of variously hued lyrics, irangiîng from intense horror to
the -,ay-noted song of successful love, and sinking again to, the wail1
of a heart, distraugit, wvit1i ;oe. These elements ate wovcn into a
song, inliarmoniously iV inay be, yet like Ilsweet bols. jangled out of
tune," showing their hcauty even througli tlieir discord. The wvhole
poem is Vo ine a grand ode to, the passions; it sweeps across the
the harp of human feeling tiii cvery string vibratos in harinony
with the poetVs toucli.
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