
THE STAMP REPORTER.

Postal Cards.
TPhe United States uses in one

year 500,000.000 ordinary postal
cards, 400,000 paid reply cards
.and 4,700 international postals.

On the whole the postal card
is a conveyance we can lardly
imagine ourselves doing wi thout.
It is only twenty-six years since
Austria issued the world's first
postal card. In a little over a
quarter of a century this innov-
ation -has become a practical
necessity to every civilized coun-
try, lias supplied collectors with
another fad, and incidentally lias
reco1 ded much history.

Special inprints often being is-
sued to celebrate some event of
great national importance. The
Canadian Government issued
7,000,000 cards of a new design
to comumeinorate the Queen's
Jubilee. In this case where the
issue is so numerous, the collect-
ors are a little interested. Sev-
eral countries, however, witlh one
eye on the pockets of the collect-
ors, have at varions times put
forth very limited special issues.
These being foreed to a factiti-
ous value, very nany times in
excess of tieir .,tamped price
have generally proved a profit-
able speculation to the Govern-
iments issuing them.-C. B.

A Good Speciment.
We received onie of the reprints

on original enlvelol)e of the Sa-
lem, N. C. Local and must say
that it is just as represented in
the the advertisement of Siewers
Bros. on third page of cover. Ac-
colnpanying the stamp is a writ-
ten iuarantee and it is well
-worth the price asked.

Philatelic
Publishers. +

STARNAMAN BROS.
We take muuch pleasure in introducing

to the public the publishers of the Phila-
telic Advocate. Tlis paper is oiie of the
oldest of Canada, and is a very good one.

The above cut is that of Mr. W. A
Starnainan. He nmas boni at Berlin, Ont.,
where le now resides, and began to col-
lect when lie was about twelve years old.
He is a promzinent nenber of the Domin-
ion 'hilatelic Association and junior part-
ner of the liri Starnanan & Son, Berlin.
In Septenber, 1896, in comupany witlh his
brother, lie began to publish the Philatelic
Advocate.

Mr. G. W. Starnamnanx forns the topic of
secoid. He is about eiglteen vears of
age anid began .co1ectintg wIcn twelve
\-ears old. le is also a iniber of · the
Doiinionî Plhilatelic Association. I-le is
one of the .partners of Starnaman. Brps.,
publishers bf the Advocate.


