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STORIKS OF EARLY KETHODISTS |

————

JOHN WESLEY

\
ony WesLey, the Founder off
Mathadisfo, was born June !
17, 1704, at Epworth, a ;
small town in Lincolnshire, !
&‘3 England..of which his father, |

>
“

2% Samtel \Vesluy_, was rector

\‘j *We will pow give some inci-
dents in his life, which we

hope all our young readers will care-

fully ponder.

.

NARROW ESCAPLR FROM DEATH.
Ou the ninth of February, 1709,
r{rtty Wesley, one of John's sisters,

was awakened in the night by pieces
of burning wood fulling in her bedroom,
‘B:-foxc +he hud rowmsed her futher, the
fire hud bern seen from the street, and
the usual crowd and uproar ensued.
As soon as Mr. Wesley hud opened his
bedroont door, he found the whole house -
in o blaze. Bidding his wife and two
daughters to basten down stairs, he
rushed up to the numsery where the
fiva little ones wero sleeping, The
; nurse sbatched up the buby and called |
the others to follow her. Thiee of them
did so, but John slept soundly, and was |
not wissed in the confusion until the
others had all reached a place of safety.

the doorway was in flames, and a strong
north-east wind blew them inward:
fiercely. The children got out of the
windows, but Mra. Wesley, fearing to |
clamber out, made a desperate effort, |
“and waded through the fire.” .
As soon as John was -missed, the
rector ran back ints the house, but
found, to his dismay, that the stairs
would not bear his weight; so, there .
i being no five escapes in those days, he:
gave his boy up for lost, and, kneeling |
down, commended his soul to God. The ’
rest we will tell in Jobn's own words:
“1 remember all the circumstances
as well as though it were but vesterday.
Sceing the room wés very light, T called
to the maid to take me up. But none
answering, 1 put my head out of the
curtaing and saw streaks of fire on the
top of the room. ‘I got-up and ran fo
the door, but could get no further, all

beyond it being 1x a blaze. I then
a window. Ono in'the yard saw me,

Another answered 3

|
|
|

expedient, Hero,$ I will fix myself
against the wall ; Tife a light msn and
set him upon my shoulders I’
did so and took melout of the window.
Just then the wholg roof fell in, but-it

climbed up on a chest which stood near |

and propoSed running to fetch a Jadder. f

fell inward, or we lnah ull been crushed
at once, When they brought me into
he house where my father was, he |
cried out, ‘Come, neighbors, let us .
kneel down! Let us give thauks to |
God, he has given me all my eight
children ; let the house go, I am rich
enough!'”

The frightened, half-clad women and
children were taken in by different |
ncighbors, who took care of them il |

Tins was not an easy thing to do, for: {33

their house was kit to live in again.
In a few months the family had once
more settled downinto that quiet order
which had been soisadly interrupted.
Although John: was only six years

A ‘There will not be i and a half old, his danger and deliver-
time; but I haveithought of another |

:
i

Thoy | representation of aiburning house, and

ancoe inade a decp impression on his
mind. He often referred to it, and
once bad a seal ebgraved beariog.the

the metto, “ Is not this & brand plucked
from the burying!”

Tete m . o ol e -

His mother fglt ustrong conviction
that his lifo had been so wondertully
spared forsome gpod purpow, and spoke
sven moro earaestly and faithfully than
before attheirprivate Thursduy-evening
talks. Aund the Lord, who saw fit to

prepare him early for his high aud holy
calling, gruciously blessed these instruc-
tiuns, 8o that his futhor thought hium fit
to receivo the Lord's Supper when only
eight years old.

TOMB.

JOHN WWESLEY AT SCHOOL.
Jobn was sent tq the Charter-house
while quite young,: for his education,
and while there suffered much under
the tyranny which the elder boys were
permitted to exorcisd. This evil at one
timo existed very generally in English
schools, through the culpsble negligence
of the maaters; and jperhaps may still
continue to. exist.
"The, boys-of the higher forms of tho
Charter-honse were then in tho practico

the younger ones, by tho law of the [},
_strongest ; and gduring a great part of { [
the time that Wesloy remained there,
‘a swall daily pdrtiou of bread wa. his
only fuod. Thosp theoretical physiciana
i who recommended spare diet for the
yhuman animal, jmight appeal with tri-
'umph to the ldngth of duys which he
attained, and the elastic constitation
Iwhich he enjoydd. He hinsolf imputed
| this blessing infa grest measure to the
Istrict obedience with which he per
,formed an injanction of his fatherls, L
, that he shouldfrun around the Uburtex: §
house garden hlhwe times every moms |

.of taking theii‘portion of meat from

ing. Here, for pis quietness, regulurityy
and applieatiog, he became a favoritd |
with the master, Dr. Walker, awd
throngh lifo he retained so great a
.predilection fdr the place that on lfig
annual vigit ﬁq London ho made it &
custom to walk [through the scena of
"his boyhood. [To most men every Yok,
y would render p pilgritoags of this kitg.
' tapre painful tﬁan the Jast ; but Waslay
_seems never to looked back wigh |§&
“melancholy upon the days thot wete:'ff =
_gono ; exrthly regrets of this kind condil; i
find no roomn in one who was conting= } K
_ally pressing fnward to the goal., At |
.the nge of se¥entecn he was romoved,
from the Charter-housetoChrist Churchy: |:
Oxford. [
At college he continued bis studigs:
with all diligence, and was noted thargs |;
for his attainfients and cspecially fom |
his skill in logir, by which hefrequently. [:
_put tosilence thoss who contended witd, 1
"him in after life. No mun, indedgy
was ever more!dextorous in the artoff
reasoning. A chargo was once brought
against him thpt he delighted to pex-,
plex his opponknta by his exporincsy
in sophistry ; he repelled it with indig-
nation : : <
41t hes been, iy ficst care,” said ba,
“to seo that my cause was good, oful: |1
never, eitber inf jest or earnest, to.de. |/
-fend the wrong gide of a question ; and |
_shame on me if I cannot defend the |
. right after 80 mpch practice, and aflpr
+having been so: carly accustomed to }
' geparate truth from falschood, how aft-
: fully soever thoyf( are twisted together,”

JOHN WESLEY'S COMPANIONS.

¢ When it pleased God,” says Mr.
! Wesley, “to givd me a settled resofe- {3
i tion to be, not a{nowina), but a 754 §:
Christisn, (being then about twenfy- {:
two yecars of ager) my acquain| 1
I'were as ignorant, of God us myselfl
| But there was this differonce: I knéw,
| my own ignorancq ; they did not knaw
theirs. T faintly lendeayored to. b 1
‘them, but in vain. ghMcanﬁmlt:,} lt; upd, |
by sad experience, that even theirharm.
]gm conversation, & called, dnu;peduﬁ}' ;
my good resolutiors. But how to gei.
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