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2'IME fiOR BD.

(TI1ANSLAVRD FOR THE OWI..>

was afte- the l)attle of
Gyrooechwilbcr. 'l'lie
French, î'veffy hours in ad-

0 .ivance of their eniemly, i-
oC 2? receding towai-ds CIhâlots,

with the iniention ot tvking
tbe offensive by wa%, of
M\:onîmiedy,. 'l'le main
buody of ilie re'i-eating ari-n

had already crobsed the Meuse, an-d ail
aîon-g the river, one aftei- another, the
bride~s liad heen broken downr, cutting,
off theu pussibility of putr.Suit.

'lheur sti-atagein, meant to dclay the
Germians, muist at tbe saine time prove
fatal wo those of tl-e Frenvh soldiers who,
owing, t thuir wvotinded an-d wveakened
cond ition, sîi-agglud liehind, and on reach-
ilng the bank, stood disrnlaved ai the sîgbt
of tlie broad, swift-flowingr cuîi-cnt before
the-i.

Night. camie on. 13> the stream, sulent
shades wandeied about. An tx-cited ai-d
mnotly ctovd haltcd in front of a destroyed
bridge, whereof there wvas Icit nothing
moi-e than an ai-ch %vhich stood ercci in
the middle of tbe river.

As tinie passed b>', the s-iadcs grewv
moi-e numiierous, the several gi-<>Ips mr
complact. liorseemen and footimen, Solditrs
of evcry grade, waifs of the battîe-ficld,
called out to mie anoîher, miade feverish
inqulities, sousided the depth of the wvater
%vith long pcles, s% oie aind vociferated in
accents of despair, then stiddenly ceased,
reigýnitig, thcnselves to ibieur late, but bit-
îer!y regretuing,that tbey had not i-iic deatlh
in the light of day, while bravely fighting
wjîh the enciny.

A ire was ai once kindled, and towai-ds
its cbeerirîg fl.îme the wounded crcpt
cageri>', soon forining a vasi cii-cIe arouind
the hcap of burning ferns.

Suddenly, the opptressive silence was
l)iokerl by a loud voice that ciied : "1)own
the river eigbît leagues hence, is a bridge,
tbat of La fi'ourche; perhaJ)s it lias not
been destroyed. Let us go ai-d sec!1"

The speaker 'vas a Ijeutenant in the in-
fantry. As lie stood befre the lire, bie
consulted an unfolded niai), and with Iiii
finger soon indicated a point ; there wvas

the bridge of La Jf.nzrche. After a few'
words exchianged between hlm an-d his
brother officers, ail exclaimied :'Tis true 1
Forward!

Every ilian sp)rian to his feet. There.
upon a groan wvas heard. ht camne fromn
the wvc>unded, the pooi- wouindcd, who
shivering, bleeding, delighîted to hask in-
the inivigloraing warnith of the Cire, and
whlo incapable of walking., dreaded to be
lett behind.

Wh Vlo commnands 1-ici-? " one asked.
T'he oflicers looked questioningly lit

each other, and aIl raising thteir kepi, si-
lently saluted hlm whvlo had just said these
M'ords. H-e was a taîl dra-oon offi<:er, and
noiv looked taller and more irnporing still,
drap)ed as lie %vas in bis black mandle tbat
i-eached down to bis knees. He w~as the
only ofiCer of high rank in their midst.

IThaniks, g entlemien," he said. Il Wel1
then, ]etill of the cav'aIry tbat are not in-
capacitated, give tbeir horses to the
wouv-ded. Let the fire be p)ut out, and
forivard!

In order to set in example to tbe i-est.
thoughi Jhere was blood on his forcbead,
the dragoon îlaced on bis omm hoi-se a
young soldier, %vho groaned from th.le pair
caused by a %vound in his thigh. Then
îaking the lior.,e by the bridIe, this newly
appointed commander of a routed arn-iy
quietly led on that columin of pl-antionis
inarching through the niigbî.

The progress %vas slowv, as ihere were
not hiorses enouigb for aIl the wounded.
Mounting by tui-ns, iih dizzy hiead and
weary foot, thcv %vent, nowv dia-aged alotng,
now caried, mioaning with p)ain and full
of fcar as tbey 1)roceeded .

Along tic way their numiber increased,
for as tbey lxassed by, other soldiers rose,
eimcrged fromi the thickets where they had
lain hid, and joined their ranks. Like
the conîpanions of the Cid, they had set
out ihi-ce hundi-ed strong, an-d were three.
thousand ivben tbey arrived.

A mai-ch of eiglbt hours; is a trifie for
able*bodied mien as they leave the camp*

M.


