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the Lord's intercsts and the liiglîest interests of mnan, wvhielh are the Lord's
interosts. But wve mnay not inniocenitly use either for our owii pleasure
and gratification. Expensive jourîeys for our own ploasure and amuse-
mont, and not indulged in withi a single eye to the glory of God, are flot
innocent amusements, but sinful. Again, iii the lighit of the above rule
of judgment, wo see thiat no forni of amusement is lawful for an uncon-
verted, siminr Nothing in lîiuî is innxocent. Whiile lie remains impeni-
tout and unbelieving, does not love Ged and biis ncigbbor according te God'
commnaud, there is for hiui no innocent oniploymnent or amusement; ail is
sin. And riglît lierc 1 fear tliat iîneny are acting under a great dolusion.

To teach, eitiier directly or by impflication, tit any amusement of an
impenitent sinner or of a backslider îs innocent, is to teaeh a gross and
ruinons heresy. Parents should roinmer thiis in regý,ard te the amuse-
niients of their uncenverted childreu. Sabbatlî school teachers and
superintendents wvho are planning amîusements for their Sabbath sohools,
preachers who spend their tinie ini planning amusements for the young,
wlio lead their flocks te, pienies, iii pleasure excursions, and justify

vaios ames, should cortainly reniemiber that, unloss thiey are lu holy
state of heart, and do ail1 this from supreme love te God and a design iu
the highest degree te glorify God thereby, these .Yùys of speuding time
are by ne means innocent, but highlly criminal, and these who tecl
people te walk in. these ways are simply directiug the clîainels ini whîch
their depravity shall ruîi. For be it ever remembered that, unless these
things are indulged in frinu supreme love te Ged and designed to glorify
{iin ; unless they are, in -fact, e iandl with a single oye te the glory

of God, they aie not innocent, but sinful amusements.. I mtist say,
again, and, i f possible, still more emphiaticahly, that it is net enough that

theynaiht e egagc lathebes wa, for the timo being, te lionor and
please Ced; but they must be uctually engaged lu from supreine love te
GOi anil with the ultiînate desigu to glorify hini. If suchi, thoni, is the
truc doctrine of innocent amiusemuents, lot ne impenitent sinner and no
backslidden Christian suppose for a momnît tlxat it is possible for hlm te
cnitge ln ainy innocent amusement. If it wvere true that, împe.nitent
sinners or backsliders can and do engage nincn msmns h
very engaging in such amusements, being la-wfully right and innocent lnu
theni, would invelve a chiange of lieart ln the uncenverted and a retura te
God iii tie backslider. For ne ainîùsemieut is lnwful unless it ho e.ngziged
in as a love service renidereil te Qed and witlî design te pleae and g]orlfy
Lira. It must net only be a love service; but, ini tlie judgment ef týE-
eue who rendors it, it miust bo Ulie best service that for the tirne being
lie eau render te Goi; a serçice thiat wvill ho more p]oasing te him aud
more useful te his kingdin than any other thiat*eaui bo engaged liu
at the time. Lot tliese facts ho borne iu mind wheu tho question ef
engaging iu amusements comie ni> for decisien. And remiember, the
question in aIl sucli cases is net, "Whnt larni is there in tliis proposed
amusement'?" but, "What gond eau it dol" 'Ils it the best Nvay in
wvhichi 1 can spend îuy time?» "Will it ho more pleasing te Ged anil
more te the interest of his kin,-den than auything else, at present possi-
ble te ine?" "If net, it is net an innocent amusement, and I cannot
engage iu it without sn'-Prs. P&ney i7 Jnzdepe;zden


