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(From Homne Correspordence qi the Agricultural Gazelle.) stato, after it lias beon ctit froni tho trec, thîtît
11

ATLUlF IN THE WVHEAT CRop.-Your corres- %vlen fresli and] growing. Mýay not this possîblv
pondent Il I. Arthutr," describes what lie su~pposes occur from the chngces ga-(ingron in the le.if itsolf?
a rieu cause of failure in the wheat crop, but the leaves of' plants iii the atuminn, and aiso in a
ivhich is, and long lins beon, too woell knowîî ; it is dvingstate, chance froin a green ton a rnvrn co'our;
caused in the mariner hoe descrihes hy the %vire- this change is accomp:iniùd ivîth un absorp>tion or
worm. Frequently in Mlaroh, patches of ivitherinc oxygeîî from the atinosplhere, which, actmgf on tlic
Whoat plants may be seon, vvhich on exaininatioui green colotiringr matter (if the leaf (cbbloroplivkf,,)
vrill bie found to contain the worin in the cenître of' slowly oxidise it. iAIîîy not.this action in the X.ear
the stem ; it is hiard and ver *y tongh, reiqni-ir a of the Yeuv sharpen the activity of' the poisonons
sharp pinchi with tho liniger and] thumb to irs t ;. natter already contaîne'] in it? Tis is rendere']
it i of a dirty yellow colour, %vith a black lica', is probable, since ive know that soin@ plants tgrowvn
about six inchos in length, an] hiir a uine iii thick- under utiiFiivorable circustances grenerate a poison,
iîess. 1 have not heard of a ny inetho'] of' clstroy- vlhiiel disaippeîîrs w.lien the circunistancbes are ai-
ing, *hemn; perhaps the rook-s and] starlings are the tored :thuis, the coninon Potato, ivhcni grown in
fariners' best assistants in this case. I have also tho (lait, contains in its stemi a deadly poison
met Yvitli a worrp in the gardens, aiiswprituîg the (solaniine,) vvhich disappears aater it bias vegretate']
tibove description in ail respects, except iii being in tho ligylît for a short timo. These bints inîuv
about thrice as thick.-Lusor. possibly assist in clearing tip' the qtiestion, slhowîn±i)

TiHISTLEs,.--Thiat troublesome seL.*e (iiu that the uction of the Yewv, as a poison, on the
.Arvensis) whiich infests our pastures and is s(Caifli- a nimai economy, nîay be -greater at one per.od of
cuIt to keep doivn, înay be extirpated in Sa diupli- the vear than at another, and tbat the animnal inav

tD or eas Itre nt it in the grreen saeitlotproducing deatu,of seasone, by drawing them. ào 1er u' vîî nUcdysaei apoeftl
the usuiai rethod of mowing, spudding, &c., uith- vfl intedysa tmy1ro ha.
oJut succoss, tili it occurre'd to try the effect of' Rooi(s.-Obsert-n!, in the .1gricîduiral Cazcf le
drawving; arcordingly I ernployed some ivonion. of June I., an article calculated to affgra'.ate thu
dofend(ingr their liands liy pieces of old sarking. suffcrings of tie poor rooks, yoni mil!, I trust, ec%-
and taking advantac or a trne ivlien the soil ivas cuise iny oîilringr a fev ii ords iii triiti our, 1110l";
thoroughly soflene'] by a continuance of iv'et ivea- especiailly as T cunsider thixcu about to be put iii
ther; the Thisties were drawai iith -mucli case, fresli .Icopardy, in consequence of a unistake as tu
brkîjginr up frequentiy froun 12 to 15 inches of the one or their inost '.,aluiable acquireieint!z. Oiwncr
root. The expense was a mere trifle, somotimies of a considerable rookery in a iocality u"bore it is
under Is. per acre ; an'] in two years the land] ias thc fuîslion to consider tlicim as posts, 1 declitie']
pretty iveil cleare']. I thiek theè part of tic root joining in th i he an'] cry agaiiîst thom, at Icazit
icft ini the earth vvas at too grcat deptlh to % egctate :until I should, by obser'.ation and caperimnent, as-
other root wveods inay ho buried ; the Couch (7'ri- certainî whether inîy prcdlection for them ivas
tim Réens),, if buried only six inches deep, wiii unerited. Arnongr otimer tests wvas the soineiwhiit
not make its appcarance again ; probably trenchi- cruiel one of w atcliingr thein nt fied duuring the
ploughing is the chcapest and best mode of goetting spring sec'] tinoe, and shooting une or twvo per
rid o? it (?> With regard to Tlîistic-,, I do not dieun on their rcturn lîomewvards. 1 commoiîced
think every farnior considers tliem injnrious. I. this process ivith the oat-sowving early iii April,
once was, and probabîy stili is, the practice witii an'] ditriîg the first ton days foun'] the contents
somo graizers in tho richi Somersetshire marshes, of dt 0 stomnach to be entireiv grub, wvire-worm, a
when, in tho spring, the young grass is succulent worm %vith two rings round its body, a fe'.v cartît
an'] laxative, to let tîme herdmnan cntt a smail portion worms, and nouv an then a beetie, suchi as occur
o? the Tîmisties cvery qjorningy; wliicl, Nilien in the droppings o? cattie. This ivas the general
withered, are readily eateuî by flie cattie, an'] are restilt until about lime 2Otl of tlîe mont>, when mny
bcicvcd to cotînteract the too aperient tcn']ency ?aitli wvas staggered by fin']ing in the ci-au, at lea$-t
of' the young herbage, and] mprove thee hoaltit an'] a score partîcies of oats in the hiusk ; but imnîedi,
condition o? the cattie. ateiy observinc a small iwhitish streak umîder the

onvelope of tlîe husic, I examimed it, and foun'] in-
Yrw.-Observing in yourilast nurnbor an inquiry side, cmbedde'] on thc kernel, a wire-worm ex,

rcspccting the poisonous efl'ccts o? thie Yeiv wlien tenided lecgthwise, grorgcd witli its milky substance,
caten by cattie, 1 have been induce'] to niake a fewv and in colotir exactly the samne as the juice it wus
observations on its effccts on the animal ecOnOMY. ?ceding on. Every single particle '.uas siinilarly
The Yew (Taxaus Baccna) is a narcotico-zterid occupie'], an'] during the next fortniight, duing
poison, producing in animais that hiave caten of it wlili hei corn wvas in Umat state of transition, we
a decrree of hocaviness, increising to stupor, from foun'] this the principal article of their food. Af-
whiim it is with much) difficulty they can be roused, ter the first vweek iii May, the wire-worm attaiîîed
an'] thev uitimateiy die w.ithout any syuntonis of its natural size ami' colour, and from the saine
pain. It is ivoli known to vegretabie physioiogists timne nlot one particle o? grain of any sort lins lice:.
that modical plantspossess properties diffeéringnc fo' ntesoaho îgero.M ok
intensity at difierent periods of the plants ' rOwtt; cry exibed the same appearance as that de,
thus the leaves o? plants, sucli as hvoscyamus and scribe'] by I&Facile"'-hoaps of cliaif or huisk, cvery
digitalis, possess the înost active properties when ono of whîich, ini my case, and 1 doubt not mn lus
the plants are in bloom, thoir activity diminishing aiso, wvas the '.viiîdin-sheet ofa w ire-wvori-n.-.ir.
as the scason advanccs, until they are o? little or
no value as a medicine mwhen the leavos have liNTS ON THE USE OF VARîou's MAINUES.-
reached maturity, and w.ithered on the parent stem. Guano, when good, oughit to be o? a light-brownr,
May titis net ho the case w ith the Yew ? the icaves or faw rn-coiour, dry aad powdery, flot st.cky Ur
o? Ivîliich rnay possibly be caten by cattle ivithout clamrny to Uic touchi, and Uic lumps iwlien brokei
producirug any very serious effocts, at ùne season ushowîing nuimerous sunall, clear, shiniiig crystals,
of the year, vhiie at anothc.- iiey mnay aet as a and giving out a strong.snîell o? aramonia whea
d-eadly poison. Tt is believeà, aiso, tiuzl: the Yew mixed with a littie quickiime, and rnmened '.uîUx
a mvore virulent as a poison when in a withem ing iwater. Guano, ahQuld bekept qamite dry till used,


