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THE NOVA S8C0TIAN MUDDLE.

MUDDI[ E it has indeed baep woll called  for to
as {p this part of the Dominion the coursn pur
surd by that Provinco is. to & great axtent unintoll
gibto, as it alzo sorms to bo taynany among themeeives
who attempt to explaln to us the existing state of
affairs there  Uotf) within tho last fow vears we had
always imagined that if any portion of British North
America was desirous of a union of all the Provinces
it was the Provinoo of Nova Scotia When formorly
Upper and Lowor Canada were opposad to the mea
suro, or looked coldly upon it. Nova Fentia nover
seemed to loso sight of it, and gencrally had some-
thing to eay in its favor. IHow, thon, this chango?
The opponents of unfon complain that they wero not
consulted on tho subject and that an act sofimportant
ought not to havo been attempted and consummated
without, and the consontof tho poople Lot us concede
this; and we are ready to admit that fho omission to
do 50 was a grovious. blunder, if nothing moro. But
if Confedoration be good in itsell, or even necessary,
is it not puorilo to neglect it, simply on tho scoro of
matters of form A man might as reasonably refuse
to eat his dinner, merely becauso ho waa not consulted
as to tho modo of its preparation Many of the most
preclous gifts of Providence como to us uvasked for,
and without any agency of our own; vet thoy are not
tho less valuablo aud acceptablo on that iccount. We
shiall not hero speak of the commercial and other
benefits which union is calcutated to couter on tho
Domiofon of Canada aud the Provinces respeotivoly,
tha question has been debated and discussed to ex
haustifa, apd {s now a thrico-told tale Beades in
a-ldressing the dissenticnts of Nuva Scotia on thai
head, wo fear that we should bo preaching to deat
ears, labuaring in the vain attempt to consvince those
who wiit not be convincod, and ** to conciliate thoso
who will not be conciliated.”” e shall therefore
chiefly confine our remarks to an enquiry into the
cau oand probablo results of tho Antl-Confederate
duings in that Province.

After curofully welghing all the facts of the case that
have como to our knowledge, we have reluctantly ar-
rived at tho cunclasiun that the ubject of thuso who
direct the movemeot 1o Nova Scotia {s anarxgtion to
the Qaoited States TUpon no other hypothesis, as far
08 wo can eco, can thefr conduet bo accounted £ ¢ 1t
fe true that they might be actaated in the courso thoy
have taken, eold by party spirit, and tho lust for potVer
and office—which supposition may bo correct as ro-
gards some of them, and, to a certaln oxtent, of all—
but they have gone to too great lengths to admit of
thils explavation. But, with apnexation as the key ot
tho enigma before us, thefr policy 13 casily scen
through, and it is, undoubted!y, not wanting fn fo-
genuity, although we believo it {3 fmpossible that it
should be attanded vith success. Yo can best show
our meaning by referring to the annexation movement
in Lower Canada, or rather in Montrea), in 1849 The
leaders in that futile, thoughk imposing prenuncia.
mento appealed powerfully to the commercial and
pecuniary advantages to be gained by becoming in-
corporated with the United 8tates, and, perhaps, in
that respect, tha manifesto izsued on the ocension was
oao of the ablest ducuments of the kind ever produced
on 1his contivent—even tho famous documents of the
American revolutionary era scarcely excepted. But
its aathors committed upe imyp rtant mistake They
forget. or did oot kpow that rhe con 1deration of ma-
teria) interests alone hace s!l.m i e or led to A ote]
such as they cuntempiated 1 was,aier aii, a8 mose
trader's view of the question  No casze couid have been
better put frem their pofot of view but the feellngs
aond passunsof the mazees must bo auendod to as wea
as their reas n aod interests, te compass a revolution,
a trin. fer of al'egiance, or 8 change of dyuasty  Tlo
Sruva Scwvtian Anl Lasubists have avotded thas error
of the Montresl Annexationists, and bave addressed
their countrymen in languago muinly intended to
2rouse thelr passions and prejumws They tuld them

. that —contrary to the universal opinfon of mank.nd

Tolon was weakness, and oot strengih, aod thay, in
tlielr instance, it xeant 3 ranny, roebbery, £nd vppres
sivn. When inturmed that Epgland destied the Laion
of tha Provinces, both for their own good, and to en-
able her to defend 1hem, if attacked, the answer wvas
toat it wonld serve oy such ubject wut ihe reserese
They declared rhe) the ot § &b of the Larad.ans, in
+ IsBipg for Copfedcragon, %8s to puseess the puwmer
of despuling 1be N -v8 Sculifus ul thoil Beai.b, fae e
«ith tu relieve thelr u%o poverty  Asl Wetr declama
tions sgains! the meastre % ere Wuch vl tho oi@e (hs

| stances of Nova Scotig. it will bo madoe to mean that

acter, with tho exception, perhaps, of the grievanco
that tho Customs daties herotoforo levied in Nova
Scutia. would go into the Dominfon treasury lustead
of the Province just as the Scotch Customs duties go
into the Englisl, treasury But tho climax of theso
fallacles was attainod by Mr. Attorney General Wil
kans, 10 tho siring of resolutions moved by him in the
House ot Assembly, and in which bo contradiots or
travesties eeveral of tho best established principles of
tho British ¢ onatitution:  Now, allowing for w reason-
able amount of ignorance on tho part of 3Mr Wilkins
and his abettors, can wo concelvo that the absurdities
are put forth withuut a purpose, especially as Mr.
Howe, at least, was well aware that his friends were
uttering noneenso? What, then, is that purpose? In
our estimation the fntentlon is to presont i--ues to
England which sho must necessarily contest  to ereate
antagouism between hor and Nova Scotia: and toper-
suadn tho Nova Scotian people that the Mother Coun-
try in combatting ursound doctrines, or denying
their correctness, fs refusing them thelr just rights
But Mr Wilkins, it scems, kept back his most tmport-
ant missilo to tho Jast, Iike a laay's postseript; for on
Friday, tho 21st ipstant, he moved twoadditional reso.
lutions ih the Assembly, one of which i8 in these
words :—

** Resolved—That the Imporial Parllament havo no
constitutional right to authorizea Goveruor-General,
or any otlier & bject ot tho Queen, to make Scnators
or create any g‘ «rt of a legislature, with power to fax
the peoplo ot Nova Scotla, or othowise leglslato fur
them without a Provincial statuo, authorizing them
to do so.’

The samo doctrines was contsined ib the frst reties
of rerolutions, but hero it Is more plajnly and direetls
epuno ated The object. we suppose, is to revive g
question which gave riso to sslong and bitter contro
versy in the old English colonfes, now the United
States, immediately beforo tho revolutionary war, and
belped to bring on that event. Infact itembodies the'
wefl known dogma of thoso days ** taxatjon without
representation is tyranny,’’ and in the existing circum-

legislation without representation {8 injustico. Row
far 1t i3 60 is not our present business to enquire and
we shall content ourdelves with remarking that
whether the principlo evoked bo true or falso in itsclf.
1t can scarcely be applied to the cause of Nova Scotia
to the matter of Confederation which was passed by
the British Parliament at tho request of thp legis-
lature of tho Colony The propriety of making that
request, with the maoner of doing it, is quite another
affair

In aseerting that the men who aro at the bead of the
Anti-Union Crusade in Nova Scotia are evidentls
jabouring in the causo of annexation, it must be un-
derstood that we speak of these men only, and of a
small minority of the population holding the same
political views as they do, and who are to be found in
every scction of the Domimon. We beliese that the
eminently loyas people of that Province aro entirely
fgnorant of the intrigues and deeigns which ihoy
would, at once, repudiate and oppose, if opcnly
avowed. Butavow them they daro not, well knowe.
ng iha consequonées A like gamo was played in
Uppor Canada, previous 1o tho redeltion of 1837. The
aupexatiopists thero, 28 iIn Nova Scotis, were fow §n
number, both in the Jegislature and the conntry
Their plan was to irritate the mas:es agatnst the locat
and imperial governments, and in thelr irritation to
invelgle them tnto the arms of tho United Stutes. But
1ne)r schemee wefe upmasked, and the very people
whom they had duped, turned apon and crushed
them 8o it miil be 1n Nova Scotia somo day, butit
Were wise io them, 10 the meantime to ask themselves,

* whither are we dnfting?* But on that polnt we
shall bavo more to say by-and-bye

BarLEY —Advices from Albany state that the re-
ceipts of barloy at that point- for the season of 1863,
were 7,400,000 bush., for 1867, 8800,000 bush. The
stock 1n tho haads of dcalers is one-fourth short ot the
asusi stuck at this sezson of the year. What iitue
pariey 18 nuw oi the marhet 38 0 the bands of
specuiators, who are holding at much higher prices,
At Buﬂ‘nlo it i3 eaid that mo bdrloy cf conseqaenceis
held in stord for eale, and vory Jittle 18 arziving by
ratl. Largo empmcn:a bave been made w.Fitisborg
fn Cbicago we learn that the Sl0Ck in ¢ at.Qity.13

234,000 bushels fess than last-year Sample lots aro
piang &t $2.20 tv §2.2) per bush ot 48lbs, Ihe pricus
ip the Cincinaatl market are §2 25 ta g2 33 per bushol,

and'in St. Louts 82.60 to §2.60 per bushol,

THEE MOBTH AND SOUTH-SHORES QF LAKE
ENPERIOR.
1L settiement on tho south shore of Lako Suporior
18 pot older than that on tho north shore, yot it
tias made much greatar progress  The population on
the United States side is about 35,000, Tho capits)
tnvested thero in mioing works aud enterprises
amounts 1D round numbers to 8L0.000,000 A million
acres of miperal land bave been sold thero by the
Government  The aunual taxes raised for stato and
munieipal purposces are 1250.000. Thoexports trom the
mining reglons may bo sot down at 812,000,000
Twenty-teven steamors of sun aggregato tonnago of
nearly 18,000 tons, trade on tha south shore. In 18GJ,
1,008 American vessels of 458,600 tons paseed through
the St. Mario canal, catrying over 13,000 passenge =,
aod paying over 822,500 &3 toit
The dotsils of the exporta and Imports frot. ~3
the south shore are worth cousidering in detall.
exports in 1860 wero as follow:

't
ho

Copper . 9247 Tone

Iron ore ... Leee. S4TT88 o

Pig fron .. cees oo IL104 O
ish . oo 1,208

For tho famo pcrlod lho lmpom wore as follows
48 9|1 bbls.
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f .. . . 333
Butter . .. ..... . s Lee 1.067124 lbs.
Cheete. cevere
Tallow .o . cevescen o
Sugar. .

Tea .

Loarro grama. e .
Machinery
Geveral merchardizo

These figures show a serv thriving state of things
on tho south shore of Lako Superior, and they pre-
acng @ marked: contras! to tho backward s:ate of
things on the north shore. On tho north shoro the
population is very scanty, and may be reckoned up
at a fow score. The capital invested fs smal), and
consequently tho conutry i3 not-developed, and it
siclds no govende  Tho exports from that reglon aro
cunfined to a few barrois of fish. But one soiitary
~teamer of 550 tuns burden breaks tho etillness of cur
waters  Nu expurts o1 Canadian copper, iron ore or
pg frop are reperted  and tho imports are coofined
to 166 bbis of flour. 150 of pork, and 2 of beef, 160 ibs
of butter, 800 1bs of sugar, 500 busbels of coarse grain
and o few other things of small valua,

And yet itis admitted that the north shore is as rich
in mineral deposits as tho south shore. All thats
wanted Is capital, enterpri-e and industry, and new
cittes and towns would spring np like magic all along
the north shore. We-furgot, thero fs-soraething clse
wanted to eéccure this consummation, wo mean a
liberal polioy on the part of the Govrernment regard-
tng ‘the mineral lands of tho country, and an amend-
ment of the present system of rogulating the Crown
Lands by orders in council It is with great satisfac
tion we notice that-the Government of Ontario is
alfve to the importanco ot the mineral Jands in un
tario The Premier, Mr J §. MacDonald, bas pro-
mised a liberal measure on the-migeral lands of the
Provinco for next session, and in order tbat that
measure may be as comple{o as possiblo, it is an.
nounced that two members of the Untario Gevern-
ment theHon Mr Richards, Commiesi of Crown
Lands ond the tion. Mr Carling, Commissioner of
Public\Works, will personally visit *bo mining region
as s0rn a5 navigation npens and exeimine ‘or them.
W Chee T8 Pen w1 0es, B0 dETorMine va the sput ihe Lest
arans ol developiog them fo as to secure the greatest
gend Bt to a few speculators, bat to the entire cuun
try

A frighiiar source ot complant agaiast tho past
management of the ( ronn Lands Departmeunt ro.
garding miticral :auds, 13 that there wege no fixea sng
ceriain ruieg by which those lands were disposed of.
This objection was not without jts advantages, insp
far as it baulked speculators and Jand sharks; but, &t
the samo tune 1t aiso hinderpd legittmate capitalists
from going 1n and developing that country, The
vanaoiity of toe Lrugn Lands regulstions aroso from
tho fant that 1t i3 icftto cach ( ommissiones to 1ssto
What soies and regulatons fo pleases rogarding tbe
Crown Lands, by a simple order.in Council. € onse
qaently, theso 1ands aro cometimes sixty cents, then

i cighty, aesd aga:n a aoiiar an acre. Royaities aro

abulisped, aod again ropmposed. asd, in fact. now
ing 18 certain abuut the Lrown Lands Uffice. oxeep
1ho 10 ¢ANIALIC GLOCTIAIntY a8 L0 WLoTher an appicatt
&1l evesr got o patent for the ot bo wants.  Toese
abuses feyuire Curreslion Thoy grow up ander {8



