
The Stoning of StOPhOn

On.e hcrndred and forty years lateýr than,

Stephen's death, the cholrchles cf Vienne

and Lyons endured terrible siifferings fromr

a like outbreak of Celtie hatred againitt

CIristians. Ln tuil, persectition the aged

pothinis ouffered violence very iiilar to

tîtat iuflicted on Stephen. Tie liietorian

gasa: . Those ai a distance, whatsever

they had at band, everyone uîurled at iiilm,

thinkiiig ht would lie a greai foin if they felu

elhort in wanion abuse againet lîiîu." Tiesoe

sufferers noauifestedi wonderfitl lîomility.

They woold not allow ali 'uic ta cail ilîem
martyrs. Thai nalile wols rettervedl for Jegtne

Christ, ,tic. trues aîîd faitu M*artyr,"

and for tholte who lad been nmade perfect

tlîrough deatil. It le tLid alHo liow they

p,.nycd like , Steplieil iliat perfect martyr",

tLord lay not this sin ta ilicir charge.'"

The Lord who gave Stephen etrength for

titis great tri'-l wiIl giv.e us strength for the

ieser trials tliat coulc te us in the path of

dot,. Lt il, idie for us to wonder whether

we Miiould ie, able to endure surit sufferings

for ('lirist as lie did. It is Bolfficient for ns

ta aceept the griace fo) dailY need and ]cave

the fuiture with dlic Lord. Tite extraordinary

strength wiIl couic at the extraordinary imue.
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STONlNOG-Whlî au auieent mob Wiglîed

ta avm'uge itésif 01u an otlicial who l'ad iii-

curred iLs ill.will, iL stoneil hlm on the ciiù.

Lu Lime titis expresion of poptilar anger

became arecognizedi ode uf execiitiiili. Ln

IleraeI iL wau prefcribed for idolatruis prac-

tices, blasphenlY of te Divine nainle, Sali-

iaiî.breaking, fortune-tciling, incorrigible

disobedlieuce Luae t, and flagrant li-,

mnorality. It pernîitted ail te people te

take part lu the executijon and ta realiae

ther eepnsbiltYfor the deaih. The pro-

vision wlîich Compllelledl the witnewsst

strike the tirât blow was well fitted ta bring

hotîe Lu LOiemnt tîeir mliare lu te dread re-
soit, and ta utake thiieî exceediiigiY careful

tii eseak only the trutli. For ceremonial

relasons the stanling muet lie outeide the

ciiy, amîd lu thlis case Stephen was hurried

thîroîlgi the Eastern gâLe, which stili betre

lus niie, and perished Juet ontaide wlmerc

Lucre le now a Mohanmnedan cemetery.

()rdillarily te tirt llow, wien well di ret -

ed, produced death, or at least 11ohicosc

nees, but liere niol violence veutedl itsd1 ai

randumn, 60 tiat te victim seenie ta 'lave

lîved and pravedl foîr somue littie tinie afler

tue staliîng began.

This saction containe teaclig uiateritil

foîr the varluisi grattes ini te scîtool uîîîu f rî,iii

differeni Points ut view.
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Lt le probable froin tlie abrupt way m

wiîiclî Stephen cioted lois addres Limai lie

wss iuterrupted bytihe offensive and violent

condoci of members ut the Sanhiedrilu. We

1. 77h, Èpiri amdi ondudt of Elle conel and

th, people. (a) Lt wss a spirit of mualignanlt

iosillLy to the gospel. They heard Lime

truili plaiuly deciared liy stephen, aud ilîey

wereenrged" ut tathe lleart.", lTîteir

lîcat bursi for anger" (Geneva Bible).

The prmesh aud te sermon were miot ta

hlane for tItis ielupest ut wrath. It imnued
f rout depraved hypocruticai hearts, whilh

aie ays dread the light and are intenseiy

sensitive ta exposure. Bat the truih le out

ta lic tanied dowu or witliheld liecause

wickcui menu wlll vent Lieir hatred againtt

iL anti against its teachers. Christ shonld

lic preaciteoi, as lu tItis instance, ahthough

muen inay " fal ontiisstaueaudbobmoken,"

Matt. 21 : 44 ;Lea. 8 : 14, 15. (b) The spirit

of enmity utanifeetüti utsed lu brutal arts.

Thcy liehaved like infuriated animale-

o"gnashil ou hLmn wiih teir teethl -

expression descriptive Of mnaddened doge or

wild beants. "'Tley cried oui "-madie a

clamerous nuise ta drowit lus vuice and endi

hie speech, conduci similar ta tait Oftle

peuple before the Mame court ini the case of

Jesus, Luke 23: 13-23. i;Tliey etapped their
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