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5t waa in vain thut ho wrote in an-
gwer  that  the  superintendent’s  Life
wer ' have been culangered by another
(DE ]

Uit e answer anly brought another lit-
erury vigging. i which ho way eurtly

remtnded  (hat the British govoernment
wyjoetbats ofllels to do ther duty
tree-peetive of persennl  froliug or con
siderntions of personal safoty

“Hang them for n lot of bloodthirsty
gwine,  exelaimed Corbyn, for that was
the surgoa’snmne, ‘they mean to have
that ruby out of Valentyuv, even 1f 1t
costs hun lis life

Thon the Phoongyes got up & mon
gtrous petitton, signed by all the Bud
dhastx, living and dead, i the whols
Burman smpire It was cleverly word:
od, having buen drawn up by a young
Burman barnster, who was the gold
niedalist of his year s England

Tho petition was 10 e forwarded to
the vicoray through the chief conmmis-
stoner and prayed that the superintend.
ent of polico, Valentyne, should Le de-
livered over to them thut they might
regnin the most sucred relid 1 all the
Buddbist empire

They wore wunng to pay an indem-
mty to his family. but the ruby they
wust have

For a time it looked rathor blae for
Valcutyue, for the viceroy was & man
who had great wdeas about the righta t
tho natives.  In fuet, ho went n for it
very wuch as a babeo plays lawn ten
nis, without much scienco in the game,
but with his whole soul and pouderons
body dead on the ball

The papers at howe took it up, and a
nice gentluman onv evening at Exeter
.Lall poiuted out to the B. £ that ovi-
deuddy 1t was anothur case of oppression
of the poor native, Onvof their tomples
had been desocrated, one of their most
smaored iduls violated, and a jowel, to
which they attibuted miraculous pow-
ors, ftolen, and the jewel was now in
the possession of oue of the governmens
superintendents of police,
There was a cock and bull story he

said, about it having been shat into s ’

body, but even if it were o they could
not sot a whole nation of Buddhists by
the ears for the suko of oneman. In

common honesty they must give the .

Jewel up, and if this man couldn’t part
with it, why, ho wonld have to go with
11, that was all,

The viceroy scemed {nolined o ook
at it this light, too, and it really
seemed awliward for Valentyne,

In the moantime s civil suit to ge-
cover the value of the ruby had heen in-
strituted i the courts in Rangoon

wnst the government in general and

Valeotyno in particular

Lackily for Valentyne the secrotary
of state was a hard headed man, nos
mach given to nonsense, and he wid in
cquivalent oftial  language that he'd
be d——a if he'd see an wnocent Eng-
lishan deliberately cut up to recover
uny futich bhauble

But all the same the superintendent
wonld have to Le retired on half pay,
for his usefulboss was gone  The two
vould not be cambined, the dual posi-
tion of Burmwse god and supenintemient

of policey for the natives still persisted

m reverencing nm, though ready as
soon ak tho word was given to cut him
up

Just whon he thought his troubles
wrro at an cud and he might go home
thoy apphed fur an injunction to pre
veut him from moving the ruby out of
Burma. They showed to the court on
wedieal authority that o ro was every
possiality that the ruby might work
iself oat some day, amd o bo recovered
tut if Valentyne were allowed to loave
tho kingdum  the chances of the right.
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ful owuers over becoming possessed of
1t were very slim indeed.

‘They undertovk to pay Valentyne a
sulury of 10,000 rupeesa vear 80 longg as
he remained in Rangoon, and all  they
asked in return was the privilego of
coming to worship the Beda at certain
periods, and that o medical ofticer, ap-
pointed by them, should have freo ac-
cess to Valentyne's person with a view
to keeping truck of tho perambulations
of tho ruby, and that when it made its
appearanee near the skin unywhere, so
that it might bo eoxtiacted without
danger to bim, that he would relinquish
all claim upon it and allow tho surgeon
to hasten its appenrance

Valentyno's counsel, seeing which
way the wind was blowing, agreed to
aceept this ruling of the court, only
stipulating thut Corbyn be appointed
surgeon, for the nether stone bad suffer-
ed most in the grind, and Corbyn was
out of the service.

One little formality the cocurt de.
manded, and thut was that the arch.
:ishop and three or four of the chief
Phoongye shouid go on a bond for Val-
entyne’'s personal safoty.

So tho superintendent was lodged in
a beautifully furnished bungalow and
was treated very much like a distin-
guished state prisoner,

Life went very plensantly with him,
and it did pot secin such a bad atfair
after all.

Mi Mra was living in Rangoon, too,
uy it happened, and Hpo Thit, in con:
sideration of his turning queen’s evi:
denco agninst himsclf ro the ruby, was
tet off with two years in jail and wae
then busily engaged in pushing a con-
vervancy cart about town with a clank-
my chain running from hbis waist to
aither ankle 1+ way of oruament

The Europeans in Rangoon, with
oriental  playfulness, bestowed upon
Valentyno two or three nuines express:
ive of his occupation. Ho was known
down at tho ““Gym’ as the ‘‘Burmese

cpwd,” “Bedu, '’ and the “Jewel Mer-

! chant.”

Tho fellowa wore never tired of offer-

i g him as security, swearing roundly
that ho was worth two lnkhs of rupoes

" dend or alive.

ifo rolieved tho monotony of his oxist-
nee, but as these lnudable etforts were
asually frowned down both by tho
Phoongyes and tho officials, nnd as one
if  his assailants caught n cold steel in
mg right lung, they ceased altogether
Jter a time, aud hey was leuding a com-
paratively tappy l:fe,
1 He almost began to wisb that the
cuby ould stay where it was **V.a'ro
i tixed for hfe,’ ho said to Coerbyn, *‘if
this Beda thing doesn’t turn up 1 must
te more careful of myself I must stop
! nding, for the shaking up may dislodge

i
} *hio infernn} thing and start it workiug

wt."”
He bad even zut used to sceing the
' untives plump down in fiont of him
and fall to praying
Strangoers always took him for tho

sors of thiug goig on, and many were
i 1tho wistakes madu in consequenco.
Onee ho recerved an offer from Bar-
Foamm at uoedary which mada his paltry
"0,000 rupees looks like pin mypyey only
The enterprising Amorican gharanteed
to smuggle him out of Burma also,
and pay all logal claims too.

After ho bad been in tho busineas
about two yoars ho began to feel a pain
m his back. He confided his fears to
his attendant physioan. **1t's workiog
out, I'm sure, '’ hesaid sorrowfully.

And 80 it appoared, for a distinct
Inwp was forming just below tha shoul-
| dor blade.
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1 hief comimissioner when they saw this
1
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 there was great rejoicing among them. |

The Phoongyes were notified, and

Thoy came und  bout tamtams all night
long in front of Vulentyne’s bungalow
‘This wus to drive tbn Nahts uway, s0
that they would not steal the Beda ugain,

Vulegtyne wus londed down with
presents and feasted like a bullock for
the sucriflico

**1 shall be a rich man,’ he said to
Corbyu, *‘if the thing hoids off for a
timo. "

But the incessunt drumming and
pouy making about bis tungalow wie
driving him nearly mad for wans of
sleep.

Then one day Corbyn made a disocov-
ery. It was only a boil, the result of
muango eating,

‘The Phoongyes were in despair.

Just about that time Hpo Thit watked .

. into his bungalow one day and, bumnp-

ing his forehoud on the floor, begged
Valentyne’s turgivencus for wounding
him. He had served his time and was

" guing away. If ho remuined in Burmn,

they would kill him for stesling the
Beda, so he was going to somo other
country.

And that was the last anybody ever
saw of Hpo Thit in Burma.

Three years more of playing Buddha
at the rate of 10,000 rupces a year passed,

' and this timo thera oould be no mistake

Ono or two playful attempts on bis |

" extended his patronuge to the extract. :

about it, so Corbyn said. The ruby waz
coming not far from the placs where
tho boil had been. In fact, it was the
irritution of the Beda that had most
\ikely cavsed the boil.

I* was tho same old taing over again !

—tumtams, and poays, and presonts,
and much praying, and the working of
charms to keep the Nahts away—only
stronger than before, for they~were
sure of it this time.

Corby.: could take his fingers and
push it about under the skin, and the
grim, butternut colored faces of the
Phoongyos reluxed when they realized
how close they were. 80 getting the
heaven sent relic,

Even the officials wero pleased—
pleased with Valentyne, pleased with

themselves and with the way they had -

munaged the affair. The Phoongyes

would have their ruby back again, and .

Valentyue would have done well out of
the deal. In fuct, ho might be reinstat.
ed in the se~vice if this spirit of Tud-
dha were cust out of him.

The chief cowmissioner graciously

ing of the stone.

Apart from all this it had a greas :

surgical interest. All the medical fra.
ternity in Pangoon asked Valentyne'’s
permission to be present. In fact, if be
had chosen to churgo an admission fee
of two rupces a head he might bave

bad his compound filled at that price

the day Corbyn summoned the Phoon.
gyes to bo present to take delivery of
tho ruby.

Everything was in readiness. The
archbishop bad brought a sacred dish

that was supposed to Lave at one time °

belonged to Buddba Guadama, to re-
ceive the Beda in,

Valevtyne's back was bared. Corbyn
made an incision with his scalpel,
pressed gontly with the forefinger of
his right hnnd downward, and in a seo-
ond something lay in his left hand.

He gave it a littlo rinse in a bowl of
warin water he bud ready and held it

up to the ocspoctaut gaze of tho mavy

araning heads.

2t was a piccoof obloug lead—n slug. -
Hpo Thit had lied, that wasall, and '

bad the ruby away with him—at loaat
it was never found.
THE END,

Mey, 1901,

! Thoughits of & Bachiolor,
Without life death wouldn't bo worth
dying.
Somo men huve corng on their souls,
" and their bodies hurt them.
I A girl is never renlly in love till she
: feels herselt blush when she says her
praycrs,
. Widows get along best with men be-
“cunse they know cuough not to aggra-
vate them too far.
1 Socrates alwuys cluimed he married
. Xuntippe for discipline, but probably
: she knew how to cry at tho right time.

The Ouly \Wary to Get Marvieds

There is a virtuo in the ipsissima
wverbun prescribed for ceremnonialg which
_ somo people can never be got to under-
stund, and at Peterborough this dense-
noss led to the postponement of a wed-
ding. In the church were duly assem.
bled the guests, the officiating clergy-
+ man and the bride and bridegroom.
The service commenced, and all went
smoothly till the priest asked the quea-
tion, **Wilt thou have this woman to
be thy wedded wife?*

““Yes, '’ said the prospective husband,
who c¢vidontly did not goin for ar-
. chaisms.

It was explnined to him that ¢}
will'® wasthe regulutionreply Whcre
upon the bridegroom began to arg.e
about it, insisting that ‘“Yes'' was
quite sufficient for the purpose. aud
that as he meant to do his duty by the
girl the exact form of assent could not
matter.

At last his attitude bocame 80 ag-
gressively positive that the parson shut
his book and refused to continue the
service, and the couple had to leave the
church unwed.—Loundon News.

Blunhing.

In a learned work on criminology it
is staied that out of 98 young men
criminals 44 did nog blush when exam-
ined. Of 123 women criminals 81 per
cent did not blush, From this it sesms

 that writers of fiction are all in the
wrong, and that, instead of making
their hecoines betray their emotions by
blushing, they should leave tbhat part
of the regulation programme to their
admirers of the other sex.

It is also noted by the author that
womer blush about the ears rather then
ou the check. Perhaps some time soon
scientists will bo able to tell us why,
: without apparent reason, one or other
of our ears suddenly blushes and burns,
and if, as the old wives tell us, itisa
sign that some one is speuking of ua
how we can tell whoit may be. Woall
kuow that it is “*right for spite and left
for love,” but thie knowlcdge is st
rery uscful to us, and nowadays we live
to kuow the why and the wherefore of
- yverything.

Mrs. Gladsicu> as a Liste agr.

**Mre. Gladstonoe cultivated the ars
of listening to her husbaud to a perfec-
tion tbat I nover saw equaled, '’ says an
English writer. **When bo spoko, her
absolute attention was always at his
command—in fact, I do not believoany-
body over was 80 absorbed as Mrs. Glad-
stone lookad. I suspect that she had
learned how to wear that absolutely
listening air while her mind followed
its own track. But it was a decided
belp to hins, for it secured at tablo and
olsewhero a goneral silence whon he
wished to deliver his opinions without
any appearance that he personully was
demanding it. Mra Gladstone’s own
little specches to the women Liberals,
v, Wers ulways on oue topic, what her
husband thkought or how he was feel-
ing. In short, for the old ideal of wife-
, hood, Mrs. Gladstcne was a perieet

model.”’



