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UDLENLY 
anlSmind, the horror

of whîich made
mie shiver as tvitli cold.
14Good licavens! " I

,p'exclainmcd, starting ta

about the raomi.
-Surely my poor dar-

ling is uaLo mad !-she
the bonniest, liealtli-

Bsy T/tomas Ç-.ifl, est,strongest specimien
OUta2ta. af young tvomailhood

I lîad ever niet."
Tliel an alternative seized upan me. Was

silo a sleep-walker, or. more carrectly, a
.sleep-rider e Tlîat miglit accounit for every-
thing. Bettveen insanity and somnamibulism
1 clung ta the latter.

t'My poor Elsie!" I said. "Our wved-
ding miust lie hastencd, and thon there
.,hall be no more midnliglit masquerading in
bloomers. "

Conming ta this conclusion with regard to
Elsie herself, my tlîouglîts reverted ta the
.illeged cause af her fright. - The thing %vas
like the Devii," Elsie said. Why, those were
thîe terrms in %liicli Harry Lester liad de-
scribed his 'luorror.' That poor fellow's case
tvas a bare puzzle ta me, too. 1 wta unable
ta mnake anytluing af it except as a freak ofi a
toa vivid imagination and of a too tense
nervous organisation.

Under this freshi spur my mental activities
tvere enormouisly quickened, and al nuw and
startling coincidenice evalved itself. The
Thing that terrorised Elsie tvas on il bicycle,
and my bicycle liad beeni taken and returned
only a few minutes before 1 found mry love
lying on the sidewalk, at rio great distance
from 30s Dallas Street. Tlîus, turniing and
twisting things ini every conceivable wav. I
came ta the conclusion that tliere wvas sanie
uncanny agent at wvork, and that Providence
liad ordained me ta be the instrument for tle
unravelling af this tangled web af mystery
and terror into wvlose banefill influence two
lives very dear ta me luad been drawn.

About eleven o'clock next morning 1 re-
ceived the following niote irom Harry Lester:

"«Better tluis inornig, îlinnks ta ycîur visit. It
sceims Iiat -inai lier medical mari, Dr. Wilson, 'vas
ýalIcd t0 anc of thie boardcrs in uins liotise last niglît,
and 1 '*. too, liIe yoti, lid his bicycle stolen froni theo
cloor. Hkç inhai.l.ç, J. W., %verc cngravcd on theo lnd
or the Machineî.'

In a moment I was in thie hall standing
befare the bicycle. IL was a ' Rambler,' like
my own, but an ils liead, ta my utter confu-
sion, 1 perceived the two engraven letters,
J.W. 1 had insiocently stolen another man's
wlieel. After sending thic machinj ta its
rightful otvner, tih a courteaus note ai ex-
planatian, 1 sat down ta tlîink thîe myvsterious
miaLter out in the liglît of this new and quite
unexpected revelaticnl.

CHAPTER Il.

FOR the next few days thinjzs slided alang
ini tlîeir usual grooves ; thîe Thing, whîiclî I
came ta connect with the dsappearance ai
my bicycle, occupying no inconsiderable
slîare of my tliouglits. On al vheel Ilircd for
the trne 1 \vent my professional, rounds. 1
made twa calîs ai special intercst. Elsie
Taskcr I faund entirely like lier dear self,
briglit and tender a.- any lover could wisli,

but taciturn on one point, namely, %vhat she
chose ta cail lier 1 mad escapade.' llarry
Lester 1 founld inu-lh impro% ed ir health, dite,
as lie expressed it, ta thec sense of sccurity
derived from sleeping wvith lus window-shut-
ters fastenied. The resuits of these tvo
visits were far froni satisfactory, and 1 feit
that 1 mtist Icnaw mnore if 1 wvas ta be relieved
froin the perplexity of mind into wvhicli recent
events liad plunged me.

On the folloNving Saturday niorning, 1 liad
just seen a friend off at the Western Depôt,
when, ta my b*rprise, 1 behield Elsie and lier
brother jack wvheeling their bicycles ta the
baggage-van of an out-going train. My
susp:cions were in arms and niy mind made
Lp at once, uipon seeing brother and sister
take seats ini a first-class car.

Having ascertained that the bicycles were
checkcd for West City, 1 purchased a ticket
to the same place and entered a second-class
car, dcternuined ta pursue the adventure ta
the end.

At West City I followved the pair inu a liack
ta a leading liotel, and took up my quarters
at atiother hiotel opposite. Fromi the office
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clerk 1 learned thuat some bicycle races af a
novel cluaractor ivere ta take place at three
o'clock. Hoe handed nie a programme ol the
races.

A campany af cyclists, in thîe interests uf
the enîorprising firm af the 'Road Sir' bi-
cycle, lield the field against aIl comers riding
other bicycles, and offered lang odds. The
important event of the day %vas a race be-
tween the lady champion of the company and
ail uinknown,-the s.akes being $.:oo ta S5o.

At two o'clock 1 followved the Taskeî-s ta
the Bicycle Graunids, secured a seat ba the
grand-btand, and, amidst an immense crowd,
atvaited further developments.

It tvas anl openi track ; smnooth, firm, and
perfect of iLs kind.

Ouit of thîe first ive races, wliich were
splendidly contested, four wvent ta the Com-
pany.

Then came the event af thîe day.
1 lîad littIe time for reflection ; for, amidst

much applause, the ttvo contestants wvalked
out into the sunshiiie ta the starting point,
wvhcl was just itn front of me.

The Conmpanys representative tvas dark-
reatured and handsome, and arrayed in
bloomer>. 0f average lieight and gaod

figure, lier strong thoughi sua very sym-
metrital linîbs-they wvere tao thick abouit
the ankles, prohably fru:îu niuJh riding -

gave evidence of greit power and speed.
1 dared ta glance at the Unknaovn, wvho

wvas conîplctely covercd wiîh anl opera cloak
and hoad, wvlîù;h, %vihl a gaîsp, I recognised
at once. The lîood, slipped fromn ils place
and revealed the golden lîead and lovely face
af Elsie Tasker 1 can scarcely say wvhat
1 lîadt expected; but wvhen the cloak felI
into the attendant hands of jack Tasker, 1
groaned ini agony. There stood nuy lovx
under the rude, admiring gaze of thîe mnulti-
tude, dressedi ini a black velvet costume,
trimmed u~ith gold, tlîat miglît have becu
%vorni by a page at thîe court of Louis xiv.,
a perfect specimien of female grace and
loveliaîess, but, ta my jealous eye, a wvoma,î
unsexed. The dress af the girl beside lier
was modest ini comiparison. Far a fewv mo-
ments, 1 believe 1 went mad ; for, ini obedi-
ence ta the wvild caîl af " Sit dowvn ! " I wvas
jerked ta miy seat. Slowly recovering my
senses, I watched the twvo riders mounit and
start, Elsie on thé outside.

On theywvhirled wvith ever-iincreasinigspeed,
rider and bicycle becoming more and more
oaie and inseparable until they rouinded the
first turn, the Company leading by a lengthi.
TMien, as tlîey flewv along tie straighit-stretch,
the advantage of Elsie's costume wvas plainly
discernible. Tliere wvas sufficient wind ta
keep thîe flag lvav*;ig lively from the pale,
and this breeze wvas directly in the faces of
the riders. It fllled and expanded the Coin-
pany's bloomers and wvide sleeve!;, whiclî
became sa muclh dead wveight, whilst Elsie's
figure seemied ta cleave the air like a solid
body. Cause and effect wvere clearly evident
ta the keen observer. El.4ie, witliout more
effort, clobed the gap and steadily left ber
opponient one, then twa, thon, as they turned
towards the lionie-stretch, three good lengths
behmind, but did flot quicken lier speed ; sa
tlîat, as they passed the grand-stand, the
Company tvas perceptibly gaining on lier.

The excitement wvas intense. My anger
ivas ail gone, absorbed in the wild desire for
the triumph of my darling, misguided tliougli
she was. 1 glanced at lier as she swept past.
Her face wvas pale, but set almost unto crutlty;
lier lips ivere slightly apart, and eyes briglît
and fixed. 1 cîoked with pity and longing.
Round into the stretch on the farther side
they rushed wvheeI ta %vheel, and the Com-
panly this time ivas on ber metule. Slowvly,
biit surely, Elsie again drewv aiway and at the
turi, ivas leading, but anly by alength. Was
she.1agging? Could she keep the pace?

"The Company îvinsl!' shouted some.
"'Sie'll beat the Unknowvn on the home-
stretch. "

1 started at tie words. They expressed
my owvn thouglit. They reached the bond,
and the Company drewv up. My eyes were
riveted on Elsie. 1 saw lier hiead turn quickly.
Tlien ber figure bent ever sa little forwvard,
and a new impetus wvas given ta the wvheels.

IIThe Unknon! " vas now thîe cry from
tliose wvho liad detected the spurt. IIThe
Company!"- slîouted others.

Down the lîome-stretcb they came, swift,
straight and steady, and, amidst the wild
excitement of the slîouting spectatars, fiew
across the wvinning lino, Elsie leading by
three-quarters of a length. Nowv, liad 1
followed the mad, but noble impufse af the
moment, 1 should lhave leapt the barriers
and clasped my love in my arms. After-
wards I was sorqv tiat 1 did not do so. But
the fact wvas, 1 fe.t myself a traitor ta Else
and ta mly.s'lf. 1 ruslied from the grounds
and retutned home by the first train.

Ail tîtat evening I tvas nuiserable, my


