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A sum of only £33 Tos, hns been waised, nnd
thisnmount is contributed by the congremtions
of 81, (iabrel Street Chureh, Strestsville, both
the Churches in the City of Hamilton, and 5t
Catherines

The folloming table will exhibit nt a glance
the several contributions of the respeetive Pres-
byteries ;—it being premised that the contri-
butions to the Bursary Fund, nud for congre-

utionn] libraries—about L1vo—are included
in the miscellanies
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The following isa recapitulation of the sums
contributed by the respective Presbyteries:—

Montreal ... £35293; last year... £5109,

Londont....... 5858 ; “ we 5096,
Hamilton. ... 12604; “ e 7187
'Foronto ..... . 5303 o «. 4876,
Cobourg ..... 87175 ¢ w8805,
Kingston ... 1696; * .. 1254
Brockville &
Ottawa.... 2476; e e 2691,
Total...£37037; “  ...£%0088.

The increase is thus shown to be about
£7,000. There has Leen an increase in all the
Presbyteries except Cobourg, and Brockville
& Ottawa.

Whatever remarks the Synod may sce fit te
make in reference to the smallness of some of
the contributions, the Comnmittee believe that
there is no denowination, containing so man
congregations that returns so few non-contri-
butors.” The history of the past year hias been
remarkable for the pressure in the commercial
world, and no doubt, this pressure hasin part
affected many of the fr'xengs of our schemes,
In some form, all partics lave been influenced
by the state of the money market; and it
wouldappear that while the ability of some of
our members ma{ have been lessened, the lib-
erality of others has not corresponded with the
enbanced value of produce. On the whole, it
is the opinion of the Committee that it would be
unfair to estimate the prospective amount of
our congregations! benefacticns frem data af-

forded Ly 8 yenr of unusual commercial de-
lnl‘v\it'll .
In looking over the alove table it is surpris
i ing to find how emall is the average contribu-
tion of each member within the vespective Pres.
byteries!  If the ngeregate amount raised hy
caeh Preshivtery be divided among the members
!within its Lounda, the following will be the
average contribution of each member:—

Presbytery of Montreal.oovooees  £215 0
. Brockrville &£ Ottawa, 1 8 0
“ Kingston...cvvvvene 2110
o Cobourg. . o 117 0
“ Toronto. .. o 2120
“ Hamilton..ovyeveee. 3 8 6
“ London,.caiiieeeee 2 7 6

If, again, the total contributions of the chureh,
amounting to £37,037, be divided nrong the
negrogate number of members, the avernge
contribution of cach will be about £ 128, 6id—
a sall eum, but yet a sum not surpassed by
many of the churelies in the 01d or New world?

The Preshytery of Hamilton stands first
for the amount raised, It occupied this pre-
cmincnce Jast year also. The congregations
in the City of Hamilton have raised very large
sums, The MeNab Strect Chureh has put
forth & very successful effort to raise contri-
Lutions for its Building Fund, but Knox's
Church, as before, stands first in its ordinary
contributions.

In conclusion, the Committee would briefly
recapitulate some of the iteins on which they
i desiderate the conference of the Synod. .

! 1. The Committee would recommend, in
’ order to bring the state of the Church fully
before the members, that the Report be sub-
: mitted in a printed form to every congrega-
tion within the bounds, sothat the matter may
{ be lelsurely considered by the people before
they are appesled te. |

2, That the rcquirements of the several
schemes be presented in a distinet  form,
€0 that the people may not be in the dark as
to the necessity of the cage, and that for th}s
purpose the probable estimates of each Synodi-
cal y(]'ar be drawn up by the Agent of the
Church.

3. That a balance sheet for the past year be
prescnted at each meeting of Synod, showing
the payments made, and the state of the Fund
at the end of the year just closed.

4. That this account be andited, and the
Auditor's Report printed for the satiafaction of
the contributora

The Committee Lelieve that by the adoption
of such a plan, the confidence of the Chureh will
be maintained, and it contributions swg.
mented to the necessary amount.

In the name of the Committee,

&, C. Fraser, Convener

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OXN SABBATH
OBSERVANCE.

The Sabibath question wears, in some res-
pects, a more hopeful aspect than at any pre-
vious period in its history. It has agsin
eecure({) for itself a hearing in Parliament,
Avnimuted aud lengthened discussions have
been held in both IHouses—the influence of

Lower House, Mr, Brown's Bill, like the Pro-
hibitory Liquor Law, in a former Session, was
lost, by the caeting vote of the Speaker. It
had & majority ip five distinct divisions;—the
gixth, and final, division stood 55 to 533. This
weregard as & decided step in advance. On
the former occasion, on which thismeasure was
tested, the membiers were 25 for, to 26 against
it, so that in a Iouse donble the size it has
gnined ground. In the Upper House a Com-
niittee was apgoiutcd who submitted a Report
in favor of atolichirg Sabbath latgr in”the

which cannot fail to prove aslutary. In the|p

varfous pullic dopartments where it exists,
Foundad on this Licoport a resolution was intro-
duced to address His Excdleney the Governor
General on the subject,  Fifteen voted in favor
of this resolution—ten aguinst it

‘I'he Parlinmentary agitation has revealed
the soundnees of public opinion on the subject—
the direction that opinion is taking—and the
weight it powsesses.  Gratitude is due to these
friends who have given their veices as well ns
their votes on the Subbath side, and especially
to the Hon, Adun Fergusson in theone House,
aud My, George Brown in the other, who have
tiken the lend.

Meetings have been held in various places
ut which resolutione favorable to the cause
have been enthusinatically passed, and practi-
cal measures taken,

Many manoricls have been sent to Govern-
ment, bearing thousands of signatures,

The Press has lent its aid as well as the plat-
form, In a lurge munber of our Proviucial
{'ournuls, editorinls and contributed articles

utve appeared very fivorable to the cause,
with a few exceptions.  The tone of our
newspapers on the question is healthy,

Your Committee have to report that the
naual notice for simultancons preaching on the
Sablath was published, and wae, we have vea
son to believe, largely acted on. The atten-
tion of our Chureh has at different times been
dirceted to the suljeet through the columns of
the Record—specially in conneetion with the
recent agitation,

Petitions have been sent by several Presby-
teries and Sessions, and a tract on the Sabbath
has been published in conncction with our
Synodieal serics,

In accordunce with the instructions of last
Synod, certain queries weve addressed to Ses.
sions like these, published in 1852, with the
view of cliciting information as to the forms of
Sublath desceration most prevalent in tho
country, and the measures adepted for their
<-ppression,  To these several replies have
hicen received, though not so many as would
hnve been desired. The Committee think it
may bestserve the object of the Synod briefly
to submit a few specitnens of these answe
(Thesa may appear in a futnre number.)

Your Conunittee recommend,—

1st. That a Pastoral Address be published,
having epecial reference to the forms of Sab-
bath desecration, us brought out in these
answers—and affectionately urging the adop-
tion of all feasible measures to secure its better
observance,

2ud. Simultancous preaching on the subject
on the 3rd Sabbath in January—as heretofore,

Srd. A renewal of cffort as gpeedily us pos-
sible, to obtain a stoppage of all Jubor
on the Lord's Day, in the Post Office—on the
Cauals, aud on Railways; and for this purpose
that the Synod, Presbyteries, and Sessious
petition Parlizment again,

4th, That loeal papers be taken advantage of
by winisters and others to disseminate informa-
tion on the subjeet, nud to meet the assaults of
adversaries,

5th. Specinl attention is called to a variety
of other practical suggestions contained in the
Record, and in Reports for a series of years
ast,

Your Committee are more decply impreseed
than ever with the urgency oip ti.le Sabbath
critia.  Amid much thatis ¢ncouraging, there
is not a little to produce painful apprehensions.
The wholesale Sabbath desecration ob the
Great Western, and especially at the very
spot which witnessed that tremendous catas-
trophe that spread lamentation, sorrowing and
woce through our land, The proposal to open
the Graud Trunk on the Snbgmth—-thc indif-
ference mapifested Ly many in high places to
its cleims—the countless forms in which, do-



