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work going on within Knox’s College, which
might bo interesting to your readers.  Youlave

crcisc—on Monday afternoons—tho alternato
Mondays being required for Pastoral Theology, to

altendy correctly reported the number tn attend- | which, besides, we give the only Saturday hour. i

ance, which iz highly encouraging.
1nstitations, tho nmubers obb and flow ; and Col-
Jeges and Halls may bo found m tlus city and
clsowhere, ot only stationary, but retrogressive,
som one year, a8 cutnpated with preceding years.
Tt is gratifying to bserve, that our averago yolt
is rather excecded than diminished during tho pre-
sent winter, whilo the Church has received so cone
siderablo an aceessiun to its preachers, draughted
off fromn us sinco last scesion. And duning no
winter havo the professors and tutors worked
more harmoniously, or thoe young men applied
thomselves to their studics mure diligeatly ; and
though, as wo aro only in tho first term of the
scssion, wo may not say niore successfully, yot I
augur well of tho result, when tho timo comes.
It will not bo doubted that tho pnmarius Pro-
fessor has cnough of cmployment on his hands,
in having threo Professorships invested in his
proper person—Theology, (systematic,) Biblical
Criticism, Church History: but our csteemed
friond, lately appointed as his associate, has a still
Inrger cyclopzdia of study and tuition, within
which to walk his daily round ; and I havo had
ploasurc in witnessing tho spirit and encrgy with
which ho cultivates his department. I have oc-
casionally looked in upon hitn, and his clarscs,
as also on the more clementary classcs, under
tho charge of our oxcollent preparatory tutor,
Rev. 1. Laing ; and I have scen, in both depart-
monts, all tho signs of industry and enthnrsiasm
on tho part both of teachors and pupils.

Tho hours of Mr. Young’s classes and iy
own saro 80 arranged, that tho students may avail
themselves not only of the prolections of their
immediato Professor, but of thoss of the otber:
accordingly, I havo tho younger Theologians
artending along with the senior, in the Church
History class, twico a week ; and several of the
senior students take advantage of Mr. Younga
philosophy—their timo admitting of their attend-
ance only as hearers; but a few also attend his
senior Hebrew as pupils out and out—especially
somo individual students, who had enjoyed fewer
opportunities than others of perfecting themsclves
in this branch of knowledgo, bofore joining our
Seminary. Such intercommunion of tho classes,
at cortainhours, is found 1o work happily. And,
in addition to this sort of intercommunion, we
havo & monthly season’af general rallying of all
tho classes of tho College, on a ccrtain Satur-
day, which we call tho penultimato one ; for ex-
erc:ses of devotion, and practical counsels per-
taining 1o pastoral duty, or to tho spirit and char-
scter becoming students. Some of the classes
meet every day of the week, others on altemate
days only—an arrangement by which a greater
varicty of studics can bo embraced by the same
students, than if wo required a daily.attendance
st cach. For iustance, the Church History class
moets twice 2 weck: The Senior Theology
four times: ‘The Biblical Criticism twico: The
Pastoral Thoology twice. The ministers who
have gous forth from our Hall, will know what
1 mean, when I say, that we keep up our fort-
nightly pulpit readings-~2 sott of Elocution Ex-

In all such § 'The zenior students also meet with me twico &

{ week for Latin Theological reading: our ows
Collectanca supplying us with most appropriato
maiter, frem the prafound pages of Augustino
{ and Calvin, Wo have already, this scason, po-
] rused tho valuable treatise of the former—=sde
{ gratia,” fied so well to guard the student
| against Pelagian error—and aro in course of pe-
| rusing Calvin’s masterly discussion of the Po-
pish Confessional. Our Toxt-book, inthe Senior
Theology, I may say, is the Confession of Faith.
That is, wo refer to it day by day, and have a
fortnightly oxercise at ono of thoe Theological
hours, on ite definitions and proofs of doctrine.
Occasional referenco is made to Hill’s systein
and others. «“ Horne” is our "Text-book in Bi-
blical Criticism, in which department, and the
kindred ono of hermencutics, I also give occa-
sional lecturcs, Thursday is still our students’
discousse day ; and when a blank or epare hiour
oceurs, wo usefully exereise on methods—apply-
ing our powers of synthesis and analysis to scrip-
turo toxis. This ¢ logic of Theology” Ihava al.
ways found to intcrest the students exceedingly :
and I was myself agrecably surprised to liear ono
of our preachers say, that tho texts dissected dur-
ing his threo years' attendance, amounted to moro
than & hundred, This is 2 good stock to begin
with—and it is an advantage which_ few wero
waont to carry forth from Calleges and Halls far
older than ours,

It may gratify somo of our ministers to know,
that part of the Theological system has engaged
in this scason. Aftersome review of last years
courss, on tho Nature of Redemption, we took up
tho benefits flowing from justification, adoption,
&c.,and proceeded to the decalogue, in which wo
bave advanced as far as tho Fifth Command-
mont. I propose, beforo tho close of tho Ses-
sion, God cnabling us, to overtake tho whole of
tho remaining part of tho system, including the
topicks of tho Sacraments and Church Govern-
ment.  Under theso heads, as well as in the
Church History Course, wo have frequent oppor-
tunitieSof sctting forth the truth, and vindicat-
ing 1, in contrast with Popish and other errors;
piloting tho students’ way between the Scylla
and Charybdis of Arminian and Hyper-Calvin.
istic, Erastian and Voluntary extremes. Ishould
notforget, in thisbirds'-cyo view of our Evangel-
istic Jaboratory, that the Greek and Hebrew
Scriptures havo a share of every week’s study in
thie Senior Thoology Class, besidos the instruce
tions in theso langusges, as such, given in tho
preparatory clasees. Our arrangemcnts are not
porfect ; ‘yet I can hardly conceivo an allotment
of hours moro thoroughly advantageous for all
the ends of our Institution.. But, it is time I
should stop, cre I gointo * the little folly” of
bossting.  1am, yours, truly,

M. WiLns,
D .

THE BIBLE.
No. 1.

most remarkable book in the -world. It merits
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Without all controversy, tho Bible is the.

the namo of Him who is jts Alpha and Omega
— Wonderful " Tt is * Wonderful” in its
Orizin It has ** Gud for its Author” Ho is
Light, and this sure word of prophecy is a

{ « light shinfug in a dask place,” reflecting the

!

]

brightness of his glory. 1t Is wonderful in its
Matter. "Truths the must sublime aro oxpressed
in Iangunge the must simple.  God is manifest.
Tho perfections of his charncter aud the princie
ples of his government shino forth. Tho way of
reconcilintion ie marked out. Life and immor-
tality aro brought to light. Man is pourtrayed
in his fourfuld state:—"Tho inmate of Paradise
—an oxile from it—a candidate for a better—
and its sctunl ocenpant. Tho things unseen and
cternal aro unveiled—so that an  intelligent
child of six can speak with confidenco on points
respeeting which Socrates or Plato could merely
hazard a conjecture.

It is “ wondcrful” in its dulk. It streiches
aver a wider spaco of time, and embraces an in-
finitcly more extensivo rango of topics than any
human praduction. History, prophecy, pootry,
philosophy—tho very-substance of all mysteries
and all knowledgo meet here. Wo havo the
history of tho world for more than 4,000 years,
and that history carricd forward vpon the pro-
phetic page til} tho consummation of all things.
Wo have Biographics (some of them very mi-
nuto) of thé most illustrious worthics who shone
as stars in tho upper firmameut. In tho shape
of doctrine and duty wo have line upon line and
precept upon preeept.  As for Poetry, what de-
votcv of tho modern Muso can rival the scra-
phic strains of Isaish—tho magnificent cffusions
of Job, and some of the minor Prophets—tho
glowing imagery of Solomon—or the grave,
sweet, melody of the Singer ‘of Isracl? Taking
into account the strotch of time and the multi-
plicity of topics, wo might have thought, that
oven the world itself could not havs contained
tho books that would have been written, And
And yet tho whole is compressed into a volume
wo can carry about with us without the slightest
inconvenionce. ‘This * ocean of knowledge we
can hold ia the hollow of our hand.”’

Tt is * wonderful” in its agreement. Though
embracing such a lengthencd interval of time
and cataloguo of eubjocts—and coming from
thirty human hands, moving at periods and
places remoto from cach other—there is sub-
stantial harmony throughontall its parts. There
arc many members, and yet but one body.
There are diversitics of operations, but it is
the same Spirit. Thero is unity in the qudn
of variety—a unity rescmbling the systern of
tho universe, tho smallest wheels of whose ma-
chirery nover come into collision—resembling
a musical instrument with cvery chord beating
in unison, and cvery note in tune.

It is * wonderful” in its gdaplation. The
Biblo is a book exactly suited to man’s mental
and moral nature—to every order of talent, rank
of society, and description of temper and taste.
There is no void it cannot fill—no sore it can-
not bind—no sorrow it cannot alleviate—no dis-
oaso it cannot cure. Thercis not a mind whose
1ofticst soarings it cannot gratify—a heart whose
profoundest depths it cannot fathom—a soul
whose burning thirst it cannot slake. It con-
tains truths adapted to the meanest capacity,
and opens up ficlds over which the mightiest in-
tellects may unceasingly expatiatc—ways so
plain that & fool may not e thereiu, and, at
the same time, * great deeps” into which the
angels desire toJook.

It is “ wonderful” in its preservation.

Change is stamped o1 everything human. We
all do fade as = lesf. Our fathers, where are
thoy? Empires have risen, flourished and de-
cayed. Multitudes of humsn writings have

sished ; and, those of any antiquity, which

ave doscended to us, have done s0 in & muti-
lated form. But the Bible is complete, just as
it came from the hand and lipz of Him who is.
invisible. For ils correciness we havs the am.




