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as conipared wvitli the methods of apos-
tolie times, wvi11 appear the longer and
more closely th.- two are compared. Let
the aspirant uf-er discipleship 'ne kept
face to face wvith the simple story oi the
cross, with the facts of Chrisfiianity, and
as he believes in theni, so wvilI. he be
brought into direct contact wvith God,
and thus become, in bis Christian 11f e,
acquainted with Father, Son and Holy
(Jhost; for every communication to him
from God, and every act of obedience to
Christ through the command of the
Spirit, inakes hima botter and botter ac-
quainted with the Godhead, thus hie
grows in grace and knowledge of God.
But let bis attention be called off from
personal walk with.God to the effort to
gain particular ac uaintanceship wvith
Hini through minuWe study of His or
H-is servants' general sayings, and, to say
the least of it, it is a round-about way
to reach the objeet arrrived at.

When, howvever, tbe Bible is used oniy
as a substitute for the personal know-
ledge whichi the first disciples gathered
by seeing and hearing Christ, or which
their converts learned fromn them by
word of mouth, then thero need be no
damage done by its use; for then, like
the first teachers, wve can arrest the at-
tention -of loyers of truth by our state-
ment of the facts of Christianity, backed
up by our personal testimony, and s0
bringy others into livingt toucli with
Christ and the Holy Spirit, and have
them base their .faith througrh these
facts, not on the Wiord, but on Christ
Himself as a living presel±ide, and act out
that faith by their acccpting the gift of
the Holy Ghosb and walking inL Hlm
continually.

The origin of this unapostolic way of
inviting converts to base tlieir faith en
the Word is not difficuit to discover;
for when the guidance of the Spirit was
rejected as the Worcd, then a substîtute
had to be made, and men began to seek
the living amongst the dead, whilst from,
this charnel-bouse ever bas ascended,
and stili continually ascends, the hopeless
wail: O for more love! O for Holy Ghost
power! O for spiritual life !!

GEO2RGE MULLEIt uays the only way God
can teaeh us faith is by sending us difficulties.

EX POSITION.

Mihen ivas Jesus led up of tho Spirit into the~
dcsert to bo toinpted of t.he devil."-MÀ.TT. iv. 1.

It is of ten forgotten that the Spirit as
distinctly leads is followers into ad-
versity as into prosperity. We follow%
'%vith pleasant thouglit His way, when it,
loads to spiritual blessing or temporal
good; but howv about those passages in
life when He leads us into the barren
places, and leaves us, apparently unaided,
to battle wîth ail forms o? ovil ? Is there
not a strong temptation to ignore His
work in this latter case?

à.t first siglit, it seems shoeking to our
set se of propriety, that the HoIy Spirit
Himself sbould guide us into misfortune,
or put us in à place favorable to the
attacks of our great foe; and yet iL is
written that Hie, the Holy Spirit, de-
liberately guided our great pattern to a,
place where lie should not only suifer
the severe pangs o? bunger,* but by this
means bo still more exposed to the as-
sauits oi' the devil. Strange kind of a
comforter and guide who would coolly
bring about such a state of things, we
are apt «to think, even if wve hesitate to
utter the words.

It would seem, to supiarficial. thought>.
a lî',tle more consistent to have the devii
do the leading as wvell as the teinpting:.
and so tiîis humail thouglit is put in
creed forni by some, and ail Scriptures
forced to (Io homage to it by a processa
wvell known to dogmati c theologin.ns.
However, this passage is 80 unequivocaliy
plain it& its teacbing that we wvill simply
assert the truth contained therein. Yes,
the Spirit leads unerringly, whether it.
be to bring us into placés o? affliction
and trial, or of delight and prosperity.

A man may delight to tell the s'tory of
bow he was led of the Spirit into pros-
perity in business life ; buli anoth,-r may
have to tell, witb equal confidence, hoSv
the Spirit brought about ovf-rwlielming
disaster to ail his -flnanci--l intelrests, and
bothl be alike truc to facts. One may
tell of connecting links in a chain of
pleasant providences, ail bcriuging about
biessings of bealth and weaithi to-the dif-
ferent memibers of hîs fami]y; whilst.
another may have to recount sickness,
death, and financial loss on every baud,
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