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TEA.

The use of Tea as a beveragein China is of an
antiquity beyond record,aud is as universal as itis
ancient; from the emperor to the lowest peasunt or
labourer, all alilke drink tea, varying only in quality.
That consumed by the commnn people must, howe.
ver, be not only of an infericr cluss, but very weak 3
as the native attendants on Lord Macartney’s em-
bassy were continually begging the refuse leaves,
which had been already used by the English, because,
after pouring fresh water over them, they cbtained
a better beverage than what they had usally an op-
portunity of enjoying. On the other hand, some tea
presented by the emperor Kien-Long to Lord Ma-
cartney was found to want somewhat of the astrin-
gency which the British tea-drinker is accustomed
to laok for and to value in the infusion.

Thrice at least in the day every Chinese drinks
tea, but all who enjoy the means have recourse to
the refreshing beverage much more frequently ; it
is the constant offering to a guest, and forms a por-
tion of every sacrifice to their idols. It is made in
China as with us, by pouriug boiling water on the
dried leaves ; but the Chinese use neither milk nor
sugar,

Mr. Ellis, in an account of one of Lord Am-
herst’s visits of cermony to Kwang, a maadarin of
high rank, says, « The tea served round was that
only used on occasions of cermony, called Yu-tien :
it was a small leafed highly flavored green tea. In
Lord Amherst’s and Kwang’s cups thero wag a thin
perforated silver plate, to keep the leaves down,
and let the infusion pass through. The cups used
by the Mandarins of rank, in form resemble coffee-
cups, and are placed in a wooden or metal saucer,
shaped like the Chinese boats.»

From Mr. Ellis’ Journal we also transcribe the
following passage, descriptive of a plantation, and
of the Chinese method of itrigation. «Our walk
led us through a valley, where we saw, for the first
time the tea-plant. It is a beautiful shrub, resembling
myrtle, with a yellow flower extremely fragrant.
The plantations were not here of any extent, and
were either surrounded by small fields of other cul-
tivation, or placed in detached spots ; we also saw
the ginger in small patches, covered with a frame
work to protect it from the birds. Irrigation is con-
ducted by a chain-pump, worked by the hand, capa-
ble, I think, of being employed in England with ad-
vantage. An axle, with cogs, is fixed at each end
of the trough, over which the flat boards pass, at the
end of the uppermost axle cross bars are attached,
serving as a wheel ; to these again handles are fixed,
which the man works, using each hand alternately.
The labour is light, and the quantity of water raised
considerable. The view from the top of the moun-
tain repaid the labour of ascent. The scene was
in the true mountain style, rock above rock in end-
less and sublime variety. This wildness was beau-
tifully contrasted by the cultivation of the valleys,
speckled with white cottages and farm houses. We
had been observed from the low grounds by the pea-
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who fullowed us with shouts, that might, had it not

been lur their subsequent civitlity in offering us tea,

have been tauken for insolence 5 as it was, they cer-

tainly were merely tho rude expressions of aston.

ishment.»

In Japan, where tea is alsoa beverage common

to most classes of’ persons, they reduce it (o a fine
powder, which they place befove the company, ina
box forimng part of the ten equipage. The cups
being filled with warm water, the powdered tea js
talen from the bux, on the point of a knife, and
thrown into the cups, which are then handed to the
company.

It remains ouly to give a short account of the in-
troduction of tea into England, and of the progress
of a trade, which to use the words of Mr. M‘Culloch,
is, considering its late rise, and present magnitude,
the most extraordinary phenomenon in the history of
commerce. The Duteh are said to have brought tea
to Europe carly in the seventeenth century, but there
is no trace of its being kuown in this country until
after 1659 ; in 1650 it is coupled with coffee, choco-
late and sherbet, in an act imposing a duty of eight
pence a gallon on all quantitios of these liquors
sold in coftee houses. That it was, however, in no
very cxtensive demand, even among people of
fashion, and as a foreign luxury, may be conjectured
from a memorandum of Pepys, who says in his
Diary, «235th September, 1661, U sent for a cup
of tea, a China drink, of which I had nover drunk
before.»

Three years afier, two pounds two ounces of it
were considered a present which it was not unworthy
the king (Charles the Second) to veceive from the
Fast India Company, and in 1667 that company,
for the first time, gave an order to their agents to send
some on their account, to England, imiting the or-
der, however, to onc hundred pounds of the best that
could be zot.  "The price of some brought from Hol-
land about this time by the Earls of Arlington and
Ossory, distinguished noblemen of the court of Char-
les the Secound is said, to have been 60s. a pound.

The tea trede in England did not make much
progress during the early part of the cighteenth cen-
tury, for the importation between the years 1700 and
1710, amounted to less than 800,000 pounds. It
was still a scarce luxury, confined to the wealthy : it
was made in small pots of the most costly china,
holding not more than half a pint, and drunk out of
cups whose capacily scarcely excee:‘ed that of a large
table spoon. It is probably to this period, or some-
what later, that we may refer the anecdote, if true,
of the country lady, who receiving asa present a
small quantity of tea, in total ignorence of its real
use, looked upon it as some outlandish vegetable,
boiled it until she thought it was tender, and then,
throwing away the water, endeavoured to eat the
leaves.

Those of our readers who may wish for more
information respecting the progress of this important
trade than our limits enable us to give, will find itin
MCurrocn’s Dictionury of Commerce, to which va-
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