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- We have received a private communication from a brother in the
1 western part of the Provinee, in which he informs us that in the re-
j gion where he resides and labours as a minister there are individuals
calling themselves Disciples, professing Baptist principles : and yet
teaching erroncous and dangerous doctrines. ¢ They repudiate all
ministers as not being necessary. and contrary to the gospel.  They
| deny the existence of the loly Spirit, as a person in the Trinity ;—
I and say the \pmt is in the Word, that Jesus Christ is not Guod (-qu.u
' with the Father” e Tt is really matter of wonder that sueh teach-
ers should in a land of Bibles obtain a sccond hearing 5 but it is still
a patent truth that men have itching ears.  We have only to think
of the sacvess which has crowned thie cftorts of the darkest apostate
from the truth in all ages; the suceess which has, in eniightened
lands, attended the irrational ravings of the Mormon fanaties : we
have enly to think of the gifted minds who have been bewildered
amid the reveries of Emanucl Swedenhoura. in order to he convineed
that no teacher, however fmpure his life or destruetive his dectrines
| will fui! to sacure C.\'-ipl . Tu the sentiments above mentioned. and
said to he tanght in Cavada. the gospel systemn s not even diserrna-
ble. all that is valuable m the plan of justifying the unzodiy. and
much that is essential to the order of a Christian chureh ix eampletely
ignored. lu“\ regard all ministers as uuneeessary.  This is exalt-
4 ing human wis fom above the wisdom which the floly Spivit teaches.
It would ie dificalt t conceive how any arrangement conld be more
wneyuivorally statad. than iz the arvanseumiont concerning pastors —
The qualif ':xtEu::s of Bishops are specifically given, their duties as
rulers and chers distinetly stated :md the nature and extent of
their lumm‘m clenrly indicated, while the brethren are tausht to
submit to their anthority. to give them a gencrous sm» wmt for the
Iabourer is worthy of Lis Illlv. ‘and to esteem them very ghiy in love
for their work's sake.  In the days of the apostles, 1”(10 s or Bishops
were ordained in every city, and for the very purpose of completing
the order of the chur:hes. And the divine injunction * lay hands
suddenly on no man.” exhibits the care whien the Spivit has taken to
guard the sacred office against being filled by persons not qualified
for such an important position. We rejeet in toto the dogma of a
successional order in the church of Christ, and all the mummery and
nonsense therewith conneeted ; but must cver contand for that God-
establishe l institution, the p:istor s office  Churelies are not complete
without these officers. and to be voluntarity withou’ them, must be
displeasing to God.  ITow wretched the teaching that would annihi-
late the office altogether.

But the sccoxd error specified is infinitely*worse than the first. It
is twofold : first, the divinity of the Spirit is denied ; and sccond, His
work amongst men. The first sentiment is destructive to the soul
that is enlightened by Bible truth. and ought Lo be resisted and dep-
recated by God’s people wherever it exists. Who but a divine being
{ could accomplish the Spirit’s work. But we shall speak more fully

of the divinity of the Spirit in our nest issue. The sacred sentiment,




