CHURCH WORK.

into huge faults; small sparks of
temptation, which might have been
trodden out at the first, broke into
fierce flames, setting on fire the
whole course of nature. And all
this will have come to pass through
neglett of secret communion with
Gon, through suffering the life of
prayer first to languish and then to
“die out in the soul.— Zrench.
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MINISTRATION OF WOMEN.

A supject on  which I feel
strongly and which I commend to
your earnest attention is the minis-
tration of women. It bhas always
been a matter of deep regret to me
that in the received Ioglish version
of the Bible (which provisionally I
will call authorised) the {female
diaconate has heen obliterated. As
I read my New Testament, the
female diaconate is as definite an
mstitution in the Apostolic Church
as the male diaconate. Pheebe is
as much a deacon as Stephen or
Philip is a dcacon. Yet in the
former of the two passages to
which I have alluded (1 Tim. 1.

3) the deaconesses are transfurmed
into deacons’ wives in defiance
alike of the natural interpretation
of the words and of the suggestions
of the coutext; while in the latter
(Rom. xvi. 1) the colourless wcrd
“servant” is substiluted for the
more piecise term ¢ deacon” or
“pinister.””  Until this female min-
1stry 1s restored the Church of
England in this diocese will remain
one handed. Feeling this strongly,
I laid the subject before the meet
ing of Archdeacons and Rural
Deans in September, 18S0. The
result was the appointment of a
committee on woman’s work, which
reported early in the following year
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This report recommended the in-
troduction of the office of deaconess
in the diocese in accordance with
rules approved by the two Arch-
bishops and most of the Bishnps
some years ago; and it still fur-
ther expressed the opinion that “an
institution for the training of
deaconesses in the diocese of Dur-
ham 1is in every way desirable.”
Our hands have been so full of
late that the working out of this
scheme has been delayed hitherto ;
but I trust that it will occupy the
serious attention of the diocese
forthwith, and that at the next
visitation satisfactory progress will
be reported. In no directien can
the resources of the Church be de-
veloped with the hope of more
immediate and abundant fruit.—
Biskop of Dysham's Charge.
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CHRIST'S RESURRECTION.

THE resurrection of Christ was
no mere resuscitation It was not
hke the resarrection of Lazarus, for
he came back to the old life and
died again; so did Jairus’s daugh-
ter; so did the son of the widow of
Nain, so did those who were raised
from the dead by Elisha. But our
Lord Jesus Christ did not come
back again to the old life. He
passed into the grave by oune door
and he came out by the opposite;
that is, he passed clear through it
and went into the broader life be-
vond, to a higher and nobler life,
«nd be left both doors epen. So
that now, what was before a dark
cave with no outlet, has hecome a
tunnel through which we can see
the light beyond, and the green
fields and the pleasant pastures of
the land of heavenly promise. That
is the meaning of his resurrection;



