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There was atime wlie.a Chuircli uiight do littie or nothing for Forcigut
Missions. and yet retaiv Uts respectabiiity, arnd be accounited a livingr bîunchel
of' the great fâmily of' faitli; and tilt very recently-it would be reekone t no
ground fbr iinpeaclîingr the soundness of a ma n's Christianity, or the genuine-
ness of' his lâitth, Cih:t hoe did nothing for the conversion of the beathen, es-
peeially il he %vas earef'ul to nîitnother good %'orks. But it is not se
iiow. This state of' Christian soeiety is goi.2 by forever. To be dcad to the
claim of' Missions is jiistly regarded as very strong eviden ce or being dead ieî
irespasses and sins. lu those times a unist of speculative confusion-a haze
or' cold doubt scmns to have ovcrsprcad nearly ail Christendoni iu reference to
the henthen,- their state-their dangyer-their coriversion-the means to be
employedJ for tlieir convcrsion, ýs well as in regard to the dutics of' individu-
-ils and churehes tov.rds diecm. But that rist lias been dispelled-the houe,
the darkncss and the doubt, have flcd nover to retura. Miroughout eva ugeli-
cal Christendoin there is but one opinion, both in regard to the spiritual Con-
dition of the lithen and the duty of ail Chr-istians towards thein. The kea-
lizen arc daily peris/iing for the lack of a /cnewledge whici ive possess in Mue
greatesi a/bundance, and whtcL it is in oit) power Io send to t/en.

Among intelligent C hristians there eau ho but one opinion, both as regards
the deplorable state eof the hecatiien and the duty of' ai Christians te hiasten
to their rescue. Of' the power 2nid prevalence eof this opinion, we have the
uiest gratifying and conclusive evidence in the fict that aIl the Evangelical
Citurches of' the worid have thieir Foreign Missionary associations and enter-
prises. Episeopalians, Presbyteriaî;s, Independents, Moravia ns, 13aptists and
Methodists, are all caibarkcd in this noble work. There is ne nation or chine,
te ivhich the agents of o'ae or ocher of these E1,vangelical Churches have not
gone with the precieus seed of' the kingydoni of 1-eaven. There are nov but
fuvv iugurges which they have uot nastered, and made to rihig jubilant witli
the "1good news which is unto ail peuple." Within the hist sixty years the
Bible lias been translated, through the labours eof Missionaries, iute ne less,
than eue handred laqguages. It wascomputed more than a tivelve zuonth
since. by the uiost competent authority on the subjeet, that there are more
than one rnzilzon Iwo 1atndred and fifty thousand eof living Christians who,
but for the labours eof Missionaries, would ail ho now the axiserable vietlîns eof
hecathen idolatry. lu the islauds of' the Pacifie a.one (as was mentioned in
our last) there are upwards of 250,000 Protestant Christiansq; iu NMew Zea-
]and 100,000 ; inu Bur'mah 100,000; in India upwards et' 112,000; in Africa
upwards of 250,000,-net te speac eof the iuhabitants of Asia Miner, eof


