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own church, it is pertinent to inquire, If
this apostolie precept ivero at. ail regairdcd
coula it have bcen publishced to tic %vorId,
-as it lias been in our statistical tables, that
the offeriaags of our rncmbers and adhercnts
for ail purposes, both at home and abroad,
for ýhe year 1868, fell beiowv a dollar and a
haif oach, or soincthiing less titan three
cents a piece per 'aeek fif e renlized our
stewardship, eouhd wve have been made to
blusia by the announcement thiat; for the
salvation of more titan 600,000,000 of
perishing licatien, thoseccannertcd wvith our
church as communicants and adhierents, are
contributingP on ain average about live ceints
a piece per annum ? Without tic siighicst
hecsitation, wc answer, No. Beyond ques-
tion there are among us aaany wiao give
gencrouslv, so, tla: the conclusion fortes
itself irresistibly upon us that the injunctiqu
04 the apostie, "Let eveiy one of you iay liy
him ini store," lias by a -very large nuniber
been entircly ignored or forgotten, and thint
there nre hundrcds, possibly thousands,
ivho are absolutely doing nothin-r for the
extension of the Rcdecmcr's Xingdoin in
the worid.

But passing to our second question:
Whien onglit we. to ruake our appropriation
of property :o God's causse 1 Is it oniy
once in the year at :t.s expiration, when its
work is donc, its losbe-s esim.-tcih, its pro-
fits counted; Mien ail other oligafions
have been met, and we are iii a position to
judge %vhetlhcr or flot wcar eau îdord Io give
an3-tling for the support and spread of the
gospel? 15i it rnerely on everv occasion
whea a special and cmphiatic cal is madecI
upon us by thc Church, whether froni the
pulpît or by the collector caiiug upon us to
seek our contributions ? Thc apostie pute
aside both tiiesco mcthods, as ive]] as Marty'
others, by bis simple but much inore effer-
tire mctbod, IlOit flic ,irs! da of ilic zved
lot cvery one of you lay by liniiin store."
As the contributin- for thc support and
sprcad of thc gospel is a duty to Lec dis-
chargea, there mutt bc is tintc for its per-
formanace. As it is aut important duty, it
sbould have a fixcd and speciicd titue. As
it !s a duty vhaich niakes large demnande
.pou us, the tiane appoinicd ou-lit to recur

lrcquentiy. As it; is a duty spiritual in its
essence, thoughyl materiai ini its accidents,
the time fixed shotuld be that in which the
mimd and licart, are under the most lialliw.
cd irnfluences. For ail these things t
apostolie rule makes provision. A partiels-
lar time is spetificd. It recurz, frcqueiity,
once a %woek. It is thec hoiy Salbbath. The
intcresting and impressive associations ioni.
nccted ivith the first day of the iverk, whirh
matke it precainiently suitahie for flic r~î
pierformance of tie dîaty, aire kuioin to ai
-%vise undorstand the designrs aned uses of the
ISabbatie institution. It recalis the perioai
jof thc creation, îvhen Goal made flic iorld,
anmi phaccdl it, wvith ail its mrasures, uinderJthe control of mans, to lie iisd for tic ginrv
of the grear Orieator. it reminds uis of the
rest of satisfaaction aîc dehiglit 1wlîci lie
cnjoycd, whciu, ceasîng front labour, Dle
lookied upon tU i ork, of His bands and
sawv ail vcry good. It is intimatcly asso-
ciaicui aiso witbt the work of our Lord Jestis
Christ. It recalis te Our miinas lsis glorions
resurrection b)v which hic entered into Bis

rcst lis God liad into, Bis. It is Ille day Oit
Jwhich, thc gospel is most widelv preaclbcd,
and the Spirit of Grace inost iargely Shead
abronal in U icitîears of men. It is more-
over the day sacrel Io rest and worship).
Andl oh ivlien tic Christian tbinks of ail
this when lic refects upon God's kindiacss

J i crcating andl fnaishing stich a lacamîtifi
worid for lais dwehliiu-piave; wlion hie re-
catis the fart, that; afier b3- sin ho liad for-
Ifeiteal dlainit it, andl t cvery othcr
blcssing, Jesus Christ 1 Fis ohedient liCe,

Isatisfactory demis, and triumplîant resurrc.jtion securcal blesings for irn rier nnil
houter Uî:uî îlose n-hidi hc lînd leist, tho

pýr1nof sin, te gift of tc spirit, andl a
Ilirifflter, more beaittifti, paurcr- anal hiappier

home in licaven ; wn h li indcrstanding
lias hîeen inforancal li' thte trtth, -Iis licarr

J iarmeal by the ly Spirir, and lsis soul is
s-avished iih tue prospect of tue cîcras

Jrcst wlîich remnins for tue people of Goal,
01 of w;icla tic carthhv babbatUi is oîily Ilae
synîhaol, isie nlot iii tic liîst possile condi-
:iicn of mind zin l iaeart te atkaowiedge t[îc
hoving-kiîtsuncss of tIme Lord, andl wihi nlot
anu offering of liii substance, pre-scna.cd Umeni
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