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cndings ni ti scnsory nerves. This fact is wcll Illustratcd in
cavitics in the occluding surfaces oflmolars which are almost always
morc scnsitive at thcir margins.

Ii the case of cavitics partially filled with a soft Icathcry dccay,
tlic zone of highest scnsitivcncss is gèncrally found iinmcdiatcly
bcncath the softcncd portion of dccay. Aftcr this point is passcd
Ihe pain gcncrally becomcs Iess acutc and in some instances ap.
proaclhcs the normal.

It also must be rcmcibercd that the condition of Ihe fluids of
he inouth cxcrt a direct infltcnce on cth scnsitivencss of the tecth.
One authority states it as an axiom that "no cause is so activc as
a prinary influence in inducing dentinal scnsitivity as a constant
slightly acid state of these fluids," and conversely that a neutral or
slightly alkaline state is non-irritating.

Also in dealing with this subjcct w e must continually bcar in
mind that constitutional disturbance, cspccial y in the ncrvc systcm,
contribute grcatly to tic high degrce of rcnsitivencss to bc found in
Ihe dentinal structure.

Thc clcmcnt of the dcntinc specially conccrned with its scnsi
tivcncss is that contained within the tubuli. The exact nature of
this matter has not yct becn clearly detcrmined, but our cxpcricnice
and observation lias shown us that it is capable of extension and
contraction. and in looking over all the facts in connection with hy-
persensitivc dentine it is iot difficult to concludc that this cxal-
tation is dircctly conncctcd with an irritatcd or diseased condition of
the contents of these tubuli. The older thcory was; that the sensa-
tion was carricd from the point of contact through this medium to the
nervc centre by wavclikc motions or vibrations. But when wc con-
sider such facts as, that differcnt parts of the same cavity vary in
degrce of scnsitivcnss-that in the case of dcep lcathery decay(as be-
fore stated)it is more sensitive immcdiatelybencath than it is a short
distance beyond-that in some instances local sedatives molify the
dcgree of pain-and that coagulents generally decrease materially
the capacity of these contents to convcy impressions, then we must
conclude that such a thecry is not well grounded, and that these
tubular contents arc more vitally connectcd with the nerve centre
than vas at flrst supposed.

Having considered the general conditions governing the hyper-
sensitiveness, we will look for a fev moments at the general
methods of treatment.

The matter of instrumentation is of first importance. In this
our motto should be " Avoid pressure." Our burrs should be keen
and smooth so that they will cut smoothly and noisclessly. Our
excavators should not be thick and duil as many are when re-
ceived from the factories, but should be so sharp and thin that the
razor-like edge will slide under the decay and peel it off in layers.
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