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or in Chicago. Is will be a great pleasure
to meet bee-keepers from foreign lan is—.
many of whom, [ have ao doubt, will visit
our ghores at that time. I call your atten-

jon toAfie“matter that you may, if yon

desire, appoint a committee to determine -

the time of such convention, and publish
proper notice thereof. 1f thought bess to
hold such & mesting in connection with the
gpext guhering of this society, timely
notice should be given that some of our
friends across the water might arrange to
be withus. A gathering of bee-keepcrs at
that time might be of nnusual interest to us.

Ia closing, allow me to thank you for
the honor conferred by callingeme to pre-
side over this the twenty-third annual
meeting of this society.

Among my predeceseors are some of the
foremost beekeepsrs of the county and the
world, I am happy to bé numbered with
such ag arrav of ta'eat and worth. The
beekeepers of Ame=riva may well be proud
of the pioners of this industry. 8uch
names 88 Langstroth and Quaimby will ever
make beeke=pitga respectable calling.

Fraxk Benrox, of Washington, in refer-

#ing to the President’s address, upoa. the
-subjeot of inseats, beneficial and injurious,
stated that the Dspactment of Eatomology
made a study of the lives and hia‘ories of
il insects, and gave an interesting account
o? the work of that Department. Mr.
‘Benton thought- that the Government
should aid the general developmant of
spiculture ia the country.

Another member thoaght the Gover:-
ment could do muach $o aid beekeopers.

R. F. HourerMauy, of Brantford, stated
that several coanty associatious ig Oatario
bad been looking into the neocessity of
preveating ths priduction or importation
of eyru, stoves in comb, and selling isas
boney. Thasabjecs would o>me up at the
0.B.A's. Anuusl meeting with & view to get
PDomiaion legis'ation ia this direction.

A paper from Dr. C. C. Miller, Marengo,
Ill,, which, with the accompanying
edito ial remarks, taken from G.canings,
was rcad, upon gradivg honey:

. —_——

Grading.
A PROPISED COMPROMISE,

Desr ErNEST —-Aithough exceedingly
-anxi 4 that, be or= the conveauon at
Wash gton, some eystem of grading should
be it ced that woull be 80 nearly w.oep:-
sble 1 all as to me:t gencral acceptance,

. very fast in that way:
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yet Lshrink from any attempt at formu-
r;ﬁing ench a system. The plain truth Is,
I don’t feel that [ know enough for such a
task. Yet I have made the atitempt to do
as requested. I can not apologize for the
system I ofter by saying it i8 hastily thrown
together. It is nothing of the kind. It
has been the subject of much care, and the
hardess thought [ am capable cf giving.
There is nothing original about it except
the string that ties it togetker. It is a
mosaic, made up from all the systems
that have been offered, modifird somewhat
by the discussions 1 have heard and read.
If freely criticized in the right spiriy, it is
pissitle that somethiog may be made ,out
of it thas shall be satisfagtory, even if i be
80 mndifi=d as a resuls, of the_criticisms
that nothing of the original drafs, em'

b2 recognized. But here is the systewm,

having four grades, depenfling on. appest-
ance or oonditian ipdependent of the sonroe
of honey, and fonr claases of honey.

Faxcy, Combs straight, white, well.filled,
firmly fastened to wood on all four sides ; all cells
sealed ; no 3011811, ropolis, nor travel-stain.

No. 1.—Wood well scra or enfirely free
from propolis ; onc side of the section ~sealed
with white capplng , free from pollen, and having'
all cells sealeJ) except the line of cellg pext the
wood ; the other side White or but’ s! ?ly dis-
colored, with not more than two cells llen,
and not more than ten cells unsealed besigg the.
line of cells touching the wood ;i comb fastened to
the wood on foursides.

No, 2.—Three-fourths of the total surface must
be filled and sealed ; wood well seraped of propolis.

No. 3,—Must welgh at least half as much as a
full weightsection.

There arc the four grades.

Yor the classes of honey, I would suggest the
four already in use, sufficiently understood from
the names alone, nanely : Hght, amber, dark,
mixed.

You wi!l see shat there is nothing ne v in
sny of this. Itis hard y probable that it
will entirely sult any one. - Is does not suit
me. I bave nottried to give what would
snit’any one man or set ot men. I have
merely rade an atéempt to come as nearly
as 1 could to what all might agree up:n,
each one making some coné ssion for she
general good. 1f some one has something
better as a basis to stars with, I shall be
not only willing, but glad to see this thrown
aside and the better taken inits place. Bat
something must be tak-n ae a basis. It
will hot do for each one to off=r the system
that exactly suits him. We’'ll not get on
It no batter basis
is offered than the ome I bave given, then
let each one look it over and see, not what
changes must be made to make the plan
entirely aco:ptable, but, rather let him see
what is the least change necessary to make
him wiiling to agree to the system, taking
iatoraccount wha: others as well as himseif
may desire. .

I s-e I have made the impression that



