W THE ENQUIRER.

~ described ; but far from being so, that judividual who havingy
failed 1 that nefarious practice, tinding himself ruined both iu fore
tune wnd character becomes desperute. The losses fie has suae
tained whilst single-handed might be recovered by a partnership
with sufterers hike him, and he beeomes the associate of 8 vegular
baud ot desperadoes, who arm themselves®to recover by viclence,
that whiclr they had lost by the superior vigilance and actyvity of
those to whou that branch of admnistration 1s.antrusted. | Thus
setung at defiance the luws of their Country, they preceed from.
mudder to treason and vebelhon. Sucn are the natural and inevitae
blecouseque iceof g practice which wus looked upon 1u the begin-
hing as ftaur play aund merely a trial of 1ngenuity,

The word smuggling 15 no fess applicabie to the evasian of the
laws relative to licences.  Selling without hceence, 1f 1t does not
1nevitably lead 1o that chimux of crimes, participates of the nature
of smugglwy 1 so much as it jojures the reveaue, the community
at lurge aud 1ndividoally, aod the fair trader who complies with
the necessary rexuniations, ks therefore the interest of the pube
lic at large as well as that of every wewber of society and wmore
especially of those who, respectiug the laws of their Country, sube
mit to their regulations, to see those laws duly enforced and their
transgresstons justly pumshed. The character of what 18 termed
an Informer s too zeuerally held in contempt. That name or up-

ellation 1> cominouly applied to any individual whe takes upon
gimself the prosecution of public otfences. Uunder this poiut of
view even Giand Juries are informers ; the officers of the Crown
are ex-officto informers ; e?ery potlice offieer 1s bound 1o produce
before the tribuunals every one guilty of a breach of the laws. Ave
they thereby entitled to the odium attached to wnformers? Cer-
tainly net; on the contrary they deserve the gratitude of every
well thinkieg man. Bat it will be said the couternpt attaches only
to im who derives a benefit or uore from the mnjuries he cauves to
others. Heieagain we protest against the injustice. The laws,
for wise purposes we mav suppose, enacts that he who prosecutes
for the benefit of the pubhc shull be ntitled ta a certain specified
reward, and that reward constitutes the just remuneration for pub-
lic serviceas well.as the principal means of support of the public
officers. Thut 1t gerves often the base and mean purposes of de-
graded heings, is but 100 true.  But where do we find human in-
sututsonus oot hable to some objection? It s not therefore the
reward that must stigmatise the pubhic prosecuter, but the motives
that prompts him. if, in onder to get at it, a fellow of that de-
scription lays snares to entrap an unwary victim of his avance, if
he is guided by motives-of hatred or revenge, may he become not
ouly an object of contempt but also of execration : he is deserving
of both. Butthat psbhe officer who being required to eoter a
presecution sgsinst & public offiender, obeys, as 11 daty bounnd, te



