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medinm of conununication ; the ministers stationed in the
lavger towns were obliged, therefore, to make the bhest
possihle arrangements with the publishers of the few provin
cial joumals‘«% the day,  OF the religious department of the
Philanthroptet, a weekly paper commenced by Edward A,
Moody e Halifax in 1823, William Temple had eharge 5 and
ol the Religions and Literary Jowrnal, issued woeekly in St
Jobnan 1829, Alexander Mebeod was the competent editor.
In 1832, hiwever, the ministers of the two distijets, desivons
of & wore ofticial and wntrammelled medium of contmunicea-
tion with their churches, resolved to publish a magazine of
theiv own,  As it was a private risk, the sanction of the
Missionary Committee was not decmed necessary, aud i
Marel, 1832, the tirst number was issueld under the title of
the * Novit Scotia and New Drunswick Wesleyan Metholist
Magazine ™. It was o quarterly of sixty-foue puees, weatly
printed by the Lite Jacoh S, Cunnhell. The appearance of
the magazine immediately aroused opposition on the part of
the Missionary Committee in London, who feared at once wn
injurious effect upon the sade of Eaglish Connexional period-
icals, aud an entanglement tn any possible financial loss; the
Secretitries for these reasons pronounced  the wetion of their
nissionarivs unconstitational, and demanded the immediate
dizcantinuance of the magazine,  In consequence of orders
go tmperative fowr numbers only appeared —few cnough to
involve the manager, William Temple, in sone anxicty and
a little financial Foss, hut gquite suflicient to indieate to Meth-
adists of Iater years the wealth of  Christian record and
biography which, through such @ medinm, might have been
preserved. The Provineial ministers, unwilling o abandon
a periodical they had found to be beneficial to their people,
sihsequently placed the watter hefore the Committee in o
constitntional way, but only 1eceived an evasive reply about
lack of time for poper consideration.  Such action seemed
the more anwarrantable because, through the enlavgement of
the mission field, the space devoted in English Wesleyan
publications to any one section of the waik, in particular an
old and familiwe spheve, could be but very lunited 5 and
beeanse Fuglish Methodism had not at that time any official
ar semi-ofliciai weekly newspapert Thus repressed, the
leulers in Provincinl Methodisty found themselves agein
under special obligations to the secular press, as well as to
the general religions papers, amome the mavagers of which

1 the religious

they had numervous influential firicmds®
colvmns of the Claristran Reporter and Temperance Jowrnal,
connmenced in 1834 by Willian ‘1), and continued by him
until its discontinnance in 1840, Enoch Wood, for a part of
that pertad at least, had chage.

Ater some further communication between the chadrman
amd the English Committee, through which no detinite
arvangement was reached, the first nunber of the Wesleyan,
aneatly printed paper of eight small pages wag issued in

¢ Three yeers later Enoch Wood, whose judgment on this subject will be
regarded as conclusne, wrote to Willam  Tenple: * The suppression of the
agazine was impohitiv, to speak in thenibdest terins, .« o ltwould have
lived and been a ireeat blessing.  In cducation and publications we are much
hehind-hand, We hase infiuence and means sutlicient to support a press and
k-room of our own.”

3 Amony those helonging to thislist may be named : John Sparrow Thomps m,
of Halitax ; Atevander Meleod and William Till, for years publishers of weckly
Iourpalx in St John 5 John Siapson, Queen's pranter in Fredericton, and, some-
what later, Jatues Hote, from 1344 publisher of the Fredericton Report ¢, and
James A, Pieree, of the Miramichi Gleaner.  ‘The names of miost of these, all of
whom were Mcthindists, have appeared in previous pages. John Sparrow
Thotnpson, from the North of fretand, way a consistent Christian, and an carncst
Mcthodist.  As cditor of the J'earl, ax in previous connection with other papers,
he rendered uscful seeviee to Methodiam,  His carly advantages had, been few,
but by sheer effort he had brousht himserf up to a highly respectable position.
Joscph Howe oiten consulted him on literary subjects, and Mr. Fhompsoft
;cﬁor“t'ml llot» c's grca‘tjp;:ccls» hhtlhc celebrated Inhlcl case in 1835, }l:mw: }lo-,:g, a

cllow-countryman of John 8. Thampson, way a vigorous weiter, of &2 iterary
taste,and a faithiul Sethodive, # » Ot sgoq Herary
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Febraary 1832, from the press of  William  Cunnabell,
Halitax.  With the fourth issue it was enlarged to sixteen
pages of the previous size,  This paper, commenced nwder
the womagement of Alexander W, MeLead, assisted by
Charles Churchill, wis published once a fortnight. At the
costing meeting of the Nova Seotia Distiiet, it was placed
under the chage of 1 commitiee who hecamo wesponsible for
its charcter and finanvial memagement, amd o conseqguence
of the removal of the original proprictor and editor from
Windsor to Guyshoro', Chartes Churehill was placed 1 chargo
as aditor, with John Ho Anderson, a young merchant, as
general agent. This well-conducted paper ceased to Sipprear
in 1810, in cousequenee, it is said, of inflnence exerted by
the Eanglish Committee, who, however, gave their oftleial
sanction tu the publication at St John of @ magazine for
bath distriets. 5o great was the dissdisfaction caused by
the intenmded discontinuance of the Wesleyan, that in its
final issue a proposition appeared for the pablication of
paper to be ealled the Christian Horald, to he ¢ devat «l to
the interests ol scienee aud religion, and of Westeyan Methe
adism in particulae” The Christicar Herald secaved o some-
what Large ad deserved civeulation in Nova Seatia, but, the
Committee having forbidden their preachers to ¢ encourage
or in any way connvet” themselves with it ceased to by
issued during the following antainn, aud its publisher,
William Cannithell, tuened his attention to the publication
of the Morning Hevald, o tri-weekly, amd the tiet penny
paper offered in Nova Seotin, Thus it cante ¢ prass that
Methodism alone, of rveligious bodies in Nova Sgotia, had
o power to speak throwgh apaper of its own.®

The * British North American Wesleyan  Methadist
Magazine ”, made its appearance in September, 1840, Any
financial Inss was o b met by the preachers of the three
provinees 5 any profits were to be devoted to the spread of
the work of Gaddo Che tiest funds were obitained in the way
of Joans from the vavious ministers, from iive to ifty pounds.
The placs of publication was St John 5 the culier editars
were Eonocli Woud and William Temple, of both of whow
Humphrey Pickard beewme the suecessor.  After i diseon-
tinnance of a year, the publication of the wagazing was
resumed in 1845 and continned until 1847, the tinal volume
having been printed by James Hogye at Fredericton,

The conviction that a weekly paper was an finperative
necessity to Provincial Methadism had now become general,
Humplitey Pickand, while in Britain in 1848, approached tine
Secretaries and secured a promaise of their sanction of siich a
paper.  Ephraim Evang, @ former editor of the Christian
Guardian, who liad been transterred to Nova Scotin s
chairman in 1843, alsu felt deeply the need of @ denomina.
tional organ. A little fater, Adexander W, MeLeod, pge-
vented from going to Newfoundland as chairman by the
declining health of his wife, amd awaiting further instractions
from Eughnd, was advised by Ephraim Evans to commence
the publication of i Methodist paper.  The responsibility of
the movement having been assumed by Messis Kvans and
Pickard, the first number of the Wesleyan appeared in
April, 1849, Seven fortnightly numbers met with such
approval that, with the somewhat relnetant consent of the
snglish authorities, it was continued as a weekly s per for

& The apparently unaccountable fear, on the part of the Committee, of 4 paper
under contiol of their wissionarics in the lower Provinces, was the evident
result of their failure to control the utterances of the Christian Guardian, the
Methodist paper in the Upper Provinces, whose bold, iudt{mud:\nt cditor.,
Exgertan Rycerson, would not be sitenced. 1t 14 only justics to the Conmnmitiee to
say that some of the editor’s owit folemls feared that his manly utterances in his
steify with the Iigh Church party in Upper Canada wight be undenstucd ta
favor & spirit of rebellion.




