532

- —

N the pages that follow we give our
va. eaders fac-simles of some of the « artust
B 1 nglish newspapers, through the couriesy
of Kev LA Turnbull, of Clanbrassil, Ont.y
tv whom the onzimals belong.  Rev. Ay,
‘Turnbull 18 to be  corgratuiated as the
possesso of so rare and valuable a colles tan

We have fisst given us a complete capy of 7ie Mercurie,
the earhiest Foclish pwrnal, of the dssae ot fuly 23rd, 1358,
giving an accoun. of the attempted invasion of Fogland by the
Spantsh o~ that year. Upon what 2 slender t'read bhargs the
destimies of nations as well as indivuduas Had Bogiand fallen
into the hands of Span, at that e the foremost mantime
power of the world, wnat the result would have heen to her
people and the world at large can only b congeeured. We
have nont a detarted account of the tnal and eaccution of the
cunspirators mvolved s what tias teen kaown for nearly three
centuries as the * Gunpusder Dot The horrible details of
the wretched end of these enemies of the State, as qiven inthe
papers of that dav  are enough to make the most callous
shudder
scems neredibile,

Onr readers wi'l no doubt peruse with intcrest the trgic
account «f the exceution of Charles 1, contamed in the
Intellsgencer. of Feb 5th, 1638, It will be seen that the news
papers of that date were not a whit behind 1their modern
confreres 'n thewr effort 1o give the public every detail of a
tragedy. ¢ have not progressed much in this respect in the
intervenung three centuries. It 15 20 be hoped that we shall
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Fhat such nhuman butchery was sanctioned by law*

soon see the day when such revohing spectacles shall not be
beenutted to reach the eyes of our children even through s
newspaper.

We have only wven a page or two of the next paper, the
Guzette, Lt Sept. gth, 1038, tut sufticient to afford a ghmpse of
the creunstances sttending the death of the Lord Protector,
Ohiver Cromwell, who, like the il tated king whom the parlia.
ot burned into the presence of the King of Kings, went at
lenath the way of all flesh.

Fhe 1ssue of the Vewes of July 6th, 1663, is interesting at
th moment, as giving-us some insight into the “black plague *
that ~mote London and continental cities in so dire a manner
m that year. The vast sindes made in sapitation and
therapeutics in recent times have, notwithstanding the tre-
mendous Increase in the population of citie: iike: London,
fortunately made such visitations well nigh impossible. The
repulauons for the care of the sick and the dxspoul of the
dead are suggestive,

. The great fite of london in 1666 came as a blessing in
disguise, without doubt contributing in no small degree to the
wiping out of thc seeds of pestilence. Providence seems to
have thus kindly, though rudely, interfered ta accomplish
results of which man at that tiune scemed incapable.  An idea
of the comparatve smallness of London at that time is afforded |
by tie details given of the fire and the devastation it wrought. ’

We feel sure our readers, standing as they do upon the ~
threchold of the twentieth century, will appeeciate by contrast
the happy circumstances 1n which they are piaced socially,
morally, religiously, commercially and politically. In thie
golden age of thought, liberty and progress, the dark scenes
portnayed in the tollewing pages are altogetber impossible.:
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