
SUB9YECIS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 3

WHAT SUBJECTS SH-OULD BE TAUQHT IN OUR PUBIC SCHOOLS?

13 Y J. TAI1T, GEORGEKTOWN.

Tlhis question lias been to a consider- thiere to a young mani to know when Troy
able degree anticipated by an article in fell, how many bones there are in the
your july No., IlMAternpting too much," as human body, or ail the possible combina-.
well as by another in your August No., tions of chemical elements, if hie is unable

"Hg s Pbi coos"b M.Wosto calculate sharply and correctly, if hie
of Kingston. But it is one of such vast cannot express himself with something like
importance that I cannot refrain from re- freedom from grammatical blunders, or if
ferring to one or two of its prominent fea- lie dare flot enter into a business corres-
turcs. Many may indeed consider that pondence, from fear of exposing bis defi-
the Couincil of Public Instruction, or in ciencies? It may be said hiere that 1 arn
other words, Dr. Rycrson, lias effectually supposing an impossible case; that one ac-
setttled this matter for us by laying down iquainted withi History, Chcmistry, &c.,
a very extensive programme. 1 do flot is required, as a niatter of course, by
profess to be gifted with the spirit of pro- the programme to hiave an accurate and
phecy, when 1 say ernphatically, that were ready kno wledg'e of the more elemcntary
we to carry out this programme in its in--' branches. Thiat the case is quite witlîin
tegrity for a few years, this school systen, the range of *possibility may l)e shown by
of which we declare we are so proud, wvill a reference to the reports of the Highi
be nearly, if flot altogether ruined. The Scilool Inspectors, to the able article of
people of Ontario take an active interest Mr. Woods, and to the experience of the
ini educational matters, but let us destroy 1five thousand teachers of Ontario. Painful
that.interest by a systemn of complex nia- as this fact is, 'it must be admitted. Stili
chinery, and by a slighting of thorough further : do flot others as well as farmers
elementary training, and aIl the bolstering require a sou 1nd elernentary training? Most
and .patching by Dr. Ryerson, or any other assuredly. .The mechianic, tue doctor, thîe
personi, will av ail little. lawyer, and'aîl otliers must work froni th.e

Grant4ng, in the meantinie, 'that an ac- same common basis ; and ail, no matter
quaintance with a great variety- of subjects,! lîow varilous their occu pa'tions, find, lîourly
consli'tutes krowlede, does it folloiv that and dailY, practical calis upon their. know-
there exists in Ontario a necessity for such ledge of the same subjeets. Wh -at ;these
an extensivc programnme? We think not. isubjects are is apparent to everyone-
Tfhe great niajority of our pupils are the narnely, Reading, Writing, Spelling, 1>rac.
sons and daughters of farmers, who intend tical Arithmetic, and Practical Grammar.
to walk ini the footsteps of tlîeir parents, Apparently a very nîcagre bill of fare.
and wlîo are able, as a general thing, to at- Stili, one thiat is ail sufficient. (I sec in
tend sclîool for only a few rnonths in each your article, l'Atenîpting too much,1 that
ycar. What they want, and what they Geography is inserted, but after a littie
should have, is a thoroughi grounding in thought, I have feit induced to give it a
those subjects which are brought into use secondary position). J kow that every
inl evcry-dav life. W'hat great advantage is expericnced teacher iii the country ilh en-
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