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learned their Craft,* and aoqnired the
mystery of Freemasonry, from the
cathedral, builders of the continent.
We trace Masonry to the Monastie
sohools of the convent buildors, and
thence to the German stonemasons
or stonecutters (,steinte-n). Bro.
Fort, in lis two masterly works, ý)n
the History of Freemasonry, and on
the Meioeval, Buiiders, is the best,
and almost the only authority on
this subject, but occasionally we find
in Bro. Gould's history a paragrapli
looking ini the sama direction. Take
for example, the foilowing:-

,"It la probable that in the twelfth cen-
tury, or thereaboute, the skllled masous of
the couvent builders loft the employ of
their masters, the monkB, now grown opu.
lent, fat, lazy and vicious, and unable to
provide thern with further work, aud anial-
ga4pated with the craft builders in the
towus, and the two together formed the,
society,, afterwards known throughout Ger-
inuy as the Sceinmetzen.

We believA the above statement of
a "probability" to be ini accordance
with the facto, and any Masonia his-
torian who Peeks to trace the Craft's
succession in any other direction, or
fails to base it upon any succession,
falle into plain Masonie error.
'There is a relatedl matter, of primary

importance. JuBt as some brethren
do not see a Grand Lodge or a Grand
Master, or indeed any Craft at ail,
outside of Bngland, prior to 1717, s0
they say the Second and Third de-
grees of Freemasonry are exolusively
of English origin. This appears to
ns to be as palpable and inexcusable
au error as any to which we have ad.
verted. Two-thixds of Masonry, thoee
brethren would, maintain, are mod.
erni1 Indeed, when they admit that
there were tbree grades, they in sub-
stance admit that there were three
degrees. It is, after aIl, mainly a dif-
férence about naines. Theory requires
three degrees; reaspon justifies three
degrees; and we feel sure that facto,
yet tobe discovered, wiilfully authenti-
cate the antiquitv of the three de-
grees. Initiation in the First degree

admits the applicant'to the riraterni-
ty, and gained his assent to its polioy
of n on- communication of its Oraft
knowledge to the profane, but cou-
fined him, as a Mason, to the locality
where lie entered. Initiation in the
second degree aecured. hie willing
assent to the due observance of ail
the laws, regulations ana customs of
the Fraternity, ana confermad upon
iiim, the right tu change his location,
and travel, as a Mason. Initiation ini
the Third degree broaieued his Ma-
sonic hiriz on to its fartherest verge,
matching lis assumaption of fraternal
obligations ivith the impartation of
the lsrgest privileges* accordea to thre
most favoredl brother; among whichL
was the riglit to preside as Master
over a lodge of Fellow Craft; Masonaf.
This latter degree included, originally,
ail of the knowledge that now is cou-
ferred in the Royal Arch dogree. The
M. M. degree is now ciearly a mnutilat-
ed degree, needing the Rt. A. degraeb
to supplement and perfect it. There
was further (as a part of the F. 0.
degree) a most interesting ana im-
portant Masonia ùsage, now repre-
sented in our Mark degree. Iit
medioeval and ancient times 'wxfiting
was not an ordinary accomplielim3nt,
and if it lias been it would not have
answered the needs of the Freemnaseng
of the time, the Operative, Masons, or
builders of important stone edifices.
Hence, each brother selectea* bis
Mark, and his work was always dis-
tinguished by it. Here you have the
whole of Ancient Masonry, ana the
whole of it is anciént, the opinion cf
certain modern brethren to the con-
trary notwithstanding. These state-
monts can now be sufficiently authen-
ticated, and the day will apeedily ar-
rive when they can be made plin a,3
facto, even to the most incredulous
Brother. In our opinion, whoever
writes the hiptory of Freemasonry
upon any other basis of principle, or
Craft legitimacy, than that inZinateil
ab 'ove, makes a record that will not
bear -the test of either reason or time.


